

	MEDIA ADVISORY

U.S. Chamber Foundation Joins Senior Military and Government Officials for Fort Bliss Veterans Jobs Summit 

	Two-Day Event with Medal of Honor Recipient Sgt. Dakota Meyer Includes Interactive Forums for Business, Community Leaders and Military Job Fair  

	
FORT BLISS, TX—The U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation will join with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, the U.S. Department of Labor, the U.S. Army Reserves, the U.S. Army’s Army Career and Alumni Program (ACAP) and Soldier for Life Program to host the Fort Bliss Veterans Jobs Summit, a free two-day conference for business and civic leaders working to develop and strengthen military hiring initiatives across the country. Unprecedented in the scope of presenters and participants, this summit will be the first in a series of collaborative efforts to connect veterans, transitioning service members, and military spouses to meaningful employment opportunities.

Day One will feature interactive forums led by senior military officers, public officials, and business innovators on developing strong military recruitment strategies, dispelling myths about veteran hiring, and encouraging participants to share their own company or community's best practices with key government agencies and decision-makers. Day Two will allow local service members to hear directly from federal and state service agencies, veteran-friendly employers, and special guest, Medal of Honor Recipient Sgt. Dakota Meyer, about the resources, training, and opportunities available to help them transition into civilian life.

The summit will culminate in a Hiring Our Heroes job fair for veterans, transitioning service members, National Guard, reserve components, and military spouses. More than 70 employers are expected to participate with jobs available for attendees of all ranks and levels of experience. Since Hiring Our Heroes began in March 2011, more than 1,500 companies have hired 21,600 veterans and military spouses as a result of more than 660 hiring fairs.

Registration for this free event is open to all interested military, federal, and state agencies; community leaders; and businesses and employers looking to hire veterans.
WHO:
Sergeant Dakota Meyer, Marine veteran and Medal of Honor recipient
Eric Eversole, Executive Director, Hiring Our Heroes, U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation
HOLD for additional confirmed speakers
 WHAT:

Fort Bliss Veterans Jobs Summit
 WHEN:

Day One: Business and Civic Leader Forums
Monday, February 3, 2014
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. MST
Reception to follow at 6:00 p.m.
Free registration for Day One at VetJobsSummit2014.eventbrite.com.

Day Two: Employment Workshops and Hiring Fair
Tuesday, February 4, 2014
Workshops: 9:00 a.m. CST
Hiring Fair: 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. CST
Free registration for Day Two at hiringourheroes.org.
Walk-in job seekers are allowed at the job fair (veterans must provide proof of service).
 WHERE:

The Centennial Club
Bldg 11199 Sgt. E. Churchill Street
East Ft. Bliss, TX 79916
 RSVP:

Credentialed members of the media are invited to attend, but must adhere to all Ft. Bliss Public Affairs Office protocols. To ensure access to the installation, media should e-mail Kim Morton at kmorton@uschamber.com or call 202-463-5725.


	This hiring event is being conducted by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation, the Greater El Paso Chamber of Commerce, the Ft. Bliss Army Community Service (ACS), the Texas Veterans Commission, the Texas Workforce Commission, the Texas Committee of the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR), the U.S. Army Career and Alumni Program (ACAP), U.S. Army Soldier for Life, the United States Army Reserve (USAR), the Department of Labor Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (DOL VETS), the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, The American Legion, Goodwill Industries International, and other local partners.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation (USCCF) is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce dedicated to strengthening America’s long-term competitiveness by addressing developments that affect our nation, our economy, and the global business environment.


HiringOurHeroes.org            @hiringourheroes           FreeEnterprise.com
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Hiring Our Heroes
1615 H Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20062-2000
HiringOurHeroes.org



