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About BTMed

• Started in 1996

• Part of the DOE Former Worker 

Program (FWP)

• DOE FWP NATIONAL PROGRAM 

• Provides free medical screening exams 

to former DOE construction workers
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Hanford



Importance of BTMed

• Workers may have been exposed to 

hazardous substances or conditions 

while at DOE sites

• Workers may be at increased risk for 

occupational illnesses such as cancer 

and other serious health outcomes
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Hauling construction debris to radioactive waste management complex 
at Idaho National Lab. Photo Courtesy of the Department of Energy.



Why screening exams are important

• Identifies work-related health conditions at an early, more 

treatable stage

• Screening results

• 19.2% abnormal chest x-ray findings

• 22.6% abnormal pulmonary function test findings

• 2.2% beryllium sensitivity

• 64.6% hearing loss

• Contribute to workers’ their health and well-being

• BTMed has saved lives
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About BTMed

• Offers conventional screenings and ELCD program

• Provided over 40,000 medical screening exams and 6,800 CT scans

• Screens workers from 35 DOE sites

• 225 health clinics across the country
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BTMed Covered DOE Sites
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Covered DOE sites

Covered DOE sites with outreach offices
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Medical Screening 
Network Provider Locations
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How does BTMed work?

• BTMed consists of two steps

• Work history interview

• Medical screening exam

• Free rescreen exams are 

available every three years

• Participation is voluntary, free, 

and confidential
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Staff from National Jewish Health coaches BTMed participant performing spirometry



Asbestos

Beryllium

Cadmium

Chromium

Lead

Mercury

Noise

Radiation

Silica

Solvents …and others

BTMed National Medical Screening Program for Former Construction Workers at DOE Atomic Weapons Sites www.btmed.org

– 1-800-866-9663

Boilermaker

Carpenter

Electrician

Equipment Operator

Insulation Worker

Iron Worker 

Laborer

Mason

Painter

Pipefitter

Plumber

Roofer

Sandblaster

Steamfitter

Welder

…and others

600,000 former DOE 

construction 

workers

28,000 enrolled in 

BTMed surveillance

Average age 65

Asbestosis

Chronic Beryllium Disease

COPD

Dust-related Lung Disease

Lung Cancer

Mesothelioma

Pleural Plaques

Radiation-Related Cancers

Silicosis

Hearing Loss

…and others

Health Questionnaire

Occupational History

Comprehensive Exam

Labs

Spirometry

Audiometry (initial)

Chest X-Ray

Purpose of screening 

exams:

• Identify individual 

health impact from 

work on DOE site

http://www.btmed.org/


Medical Results Letter

• Participants are provided with summary of medical findings and 

referrals for follow up care

• Includes detailed information and causation language regarding 

possible work-related conditions

• Helpful when filing a claim under Energy Employee Occupational 

Illness Compensation Program Act (EEOICPA)
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Topic 2:
Early Lung Cancer Detection 

Program (ELCD)





Early Lung Cancer Detection (ELCD) Program

• Started in 2011

• Offers annual screening for lung cancer to workers with 

increased risk 

• Uses low-dose CT scans to detect lung cancer at early, more 

treatable stage
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Robert Irwin, Former Hanford Worker, ELCD Participant



Scans Completed

6,860



Scanning Results

Stage 1 = 24

Stage 2 = 4

Stage 3 = 0

Stage 4 = 7

SCLC Limited = 4

Meso = 1
SCLC Extensive = 3

Stage 1 = 24

Stage 2 = 4

Stage 3 = 0

Stage 4 = 7

SCLC Limited = 4

Meso = 1

SCLC Extensive = 3



CT Eligibility Criteria
• Age 50-79

• Current or former smoker with significant smoking 
history (20 pack years with no restriction on time 
since quit)

• Worked construction or DOE work ≥ 5 years

• Or, 
• CXR shows asbestosis
• Pleural plaques or COPD on spirometry



ELCD Screening Sites
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Seattle

Portsmouth

Columbia

Savannah

Augusta

Oak Ridge

Paducah
Kansas City

Denver

Hanford

Cincinnati



TOPIC 3: Outreach & Research
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Outreach Activities

• Mailings 
• DOE Rosters

• Unions

• Meetings
• Local union

• Retiree meetings

• Advocate meetings

• JOTG meetings

• Senior Fairs

• Community events

• BTMed Website (btmed.org) 

• BTMed Facebook 
facebook.com/BTMed

• BTMed Newsletter 

• Magazines/Newspaper

http://dev.btmed.org/


BTMed Promotional Materials

25UA Local Union 598, Pasco, WA



www.facebook.com/BTMed/
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LIKE US 
ON 

FACEBOOK

http://www.facebook.com/BTMed/


BTMed Published Medical Findings

• 18 peer reviewed journal articles

• Using data collected from medical 

screenings

• Research has informed how to improve 

services and strengthen medical 

recommendations

• Recent study on lung cancer mortality
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www.btmed.org/Public/Publications/MedicalFindings.cfm

https://www.btmed.org/Public/Publications/MedicalFindings.cfm
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Thank you!

www.btmed.org
www.facebook.com/BTMed/

Questions?
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http://www.btmed.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BTMed/

