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Regulatory Reform at the Department
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) is taking meaningful steps to reduce 
regulatory, paperwork, and reporting burdens on America’s workers and job 
creators while ensuring worker and wage protections

$11.3B+
In cost savings 
(FY 2017-19) 

Ranked #2
Among federal 

agencies (FY 2019) 

11 
Deregulatory 

actions (FY 2019)

$7.96B
In cost savings 

(FY 2019)

DOL is a leader in producing regulatory cost savings:
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Regulatory Reform
• Clarity and Consistency
• Secretary Scalia – Take care that the 

laws be faithfully executed
- “We’re an enforcement agency”

• Record-high levels of enforcement
• Compliance assistance keeps good 

actors out of trouble
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Deregulatory Highlights – Final Rules

• Overtime
• Joint Employer
• Wagner-Peyser
• Regular Rate
• Association Retirement Plans
• H-2A and H-2B Newspaper 

Requirements
• Electronic Financial Disclosures

• Fluctuating Workweek
• TRICARE
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Deregulatory Highlights – Proposed Rules

• Trade Adjustment Assistance
• Temporary Nonagricultural Employment of H-2A Immigrants in the 

United States
• Tip Regulations Under the Fair Labor Standards Act
• Pre-Determination Notices
• Equal Opportunity for Faith-Based Grantees
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Regulatory Reform Task Force

• Identifies confusing and 
needlessly complicated 
regulations

• Encourages clarity and 
consistency

• Rulemaking vs. subregulatory
guidance

• Rule on Guidance
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Guidance Review – Don’t Misuse Guidance
President’s Executive Orders from October 2019:

• All guidance must disclaim force/effect of law
• Retrospective review of guidance
• Make guidance publically available on web portal: www.dol.gov/Guidance
• Permit public to comment on guidance: TalkAboutGuidance@dol.gov

http://www.dol.gov/Guidance
mailto:TalkAboutGuidance@dol.gov
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Guidance Portal
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About OCI

Who We Are:
• Launched in August 2018 to 

complement the Department 
of Labor’s enforcement 
activities

• Under the Department’s 
Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Policy
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About OCI

What We Do:
• Partner with agencies on innovative 

compliance assistance to 
complement enforcement

• Help employers understand and 
comply with DOL laws and 
regulations

• Help prevent employment law 
violations, letting agencies focus 
resources on willful offenders
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Four Areas of Focus

OUTREACH INNOVATION CULTURE ANALYSIS
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Compliance Assistance Resources

For Workers: For Job Creators:
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At-a-Glance 

A closer look at the compliance assistance numbers:

6,000
Events in 
FY 2019

1,300
Webpages 

and publications

54,000
Attendees at 

FY 2019 events

30+
Tools
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FY 2020 Review: OCI Compliance Assistance
1. How can we make compliance assistance more accessible and understandable? 
2. How can we best deliver compliance assistance to our stakeholders?

DOL’s Enforcement Agencies

Employee Benefits Security Administration (EBSA) Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP)

Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) Office of Labor-Management Standards (OLMS)

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Wage and Hour Division (WHD)
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Human-Centered Design

Human-Centered Design (HCD): A 
framework for designing compliance 
assistance around the human 
perspective.
Our goal: Institutionalize HCD to reform 
our internal practices so we deliver 
compliance assistance designed for you.



Reimagining Compliance 
Assistance in the Age 
of COVID-19
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National Online Dialogue

Providing Expanded Family and 
Medical Leave and Emergency Paid 
Sick Leave to Employees Affected by 
COVID-19

1,304 
Ideas shared

1,279
Comments

5,146
Registrants
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National Online Dialogue

Compliance Assistance Ideas 
Generated:
• A digital infographic-like tool 

to determine eligibility for 
employees and coverage for 
employers.

• An employee rights poster.
• Resources in many 

different languages.



22VIRTUAL ROADSHOW

National Online Dialogue

Opening America’s Workplaces Again

509 
Ideas shared

668
Comments

1,775
Registrants
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National Online Dialogue

Reopening Ideas Generated:

• Providing safe, accessible, and 
affordable child care.

• Taking steps to allow small 
businesses to safely reopen.

• Creating education and training 
materials on how to reopen safely.
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WHD’s FFCRA Poster 

Translated into:

12 Languages
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OSHA’s COVID-19 Response
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OSHA’s COVID-19 Response



Compliance 
Assistance by 
Industry
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Resources for Healthcare

OSHA:
• Temporary Enforcement Guidance for Respirator Fit-Testing in 

Healthcare During COVID-19 Outbreak
• Pandemic Influenza Preparedness and Response Guidance for 

Healthcare Workers and Healthcare Employers  
• Safety & Health Topics: Healthcare
• COVID-19 Control & Prevention: Healthcare Workers and Employers
• COVID-19 Guidance for Dental Practitioners in English and Spanish

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200314
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3328-05-2007-English.html
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/healthcarefacilities/
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/healthcare-workers.html
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4019.pdf
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Resources for Healthcare

OSHA (Continued):
• COVID-19 Guidance for Nursing Home and Long-Term Care Facility 

Workers in English and Spanish
• COVID-19 Guidance for Retail Pharmacies in English and Spanish

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4025.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4023.pdf
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Resources for Healthcare

WHD:
• Fact Sheet: The Employment of 

Youth in the Health Care 
Industry

• Fact Sheet: The Health Care 
Industry and Hours Worked

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/legacy/files/whdfs52.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/legacy/files/whdfs53.pdf
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Resources for Healthcare

WHD (continued):
• Fact Sheet: The Health Care 

Industry and Calculating 
Overtime Pay

• Fact Sheet: Home Health Care 
and the Companionship 
Services Exemption Under the 
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA)

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/legacy/files/whdfs54.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/legacy/files/whdfs25.pdf
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Resources for Emergency Responders

OSHA:
COVID-19 Control and Prevention: 
Emergency Response Workers and 
Employers

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/emergency-response.html
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Resources for Emergency Responders

WHD:
Fact Sheet: First Responders and the Part 
541 Exemptions Under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act (FLSA)

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/legacy/files/fs17j_first_responders.pdf
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Contact Us

As we continue to review and innovate compliance assistance, we need 
to hear from you. Tell us what’s working and where we can improve.

Email compliance@dol.gov to share your thoughts.

mailto:compliance@dol.gov
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