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12022 FINDINGS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

In 2022, the Central African Republic made minimal 
advancement in efforts to eliminate the worst forms 
of child labor. The government passed and ratified a 
Trafficking in Persons Law, which creates a prosecutorial 
framework specifically for trafficking offenses, and 
establishes broad protections and services for trafficking 
victims, regardless of their immigration status. In 
addition, the government issued a circular to help 
prevent the recruitment and use of children in armed 
conflict. The government also established a National 
Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Children, which 
includes a specific focus on preventing children from 
being recruited and used in conflict. However, despite 
new initiatives to address child labor, the Central African 
Republic is assessed as having made only minimal 
advancement because it continued to implement practices that delay advancement to eliminate child labor. 
Government security forces used children in support roles at isolated checkpoints during the reporting period in 
violation of national law. The government also coordinated with an armed group that recruited and used children 
in armed conflict, and some children accused of aiding armed groups were detained, although the government 
eventually released them in December. Children in the Central African Republic are subjected to the worst forms 
of child labor, including recruitment and use in armed conflict, and forced labor in diamond mining. Children also 
engage in child labor in agriculture and domestic work. The government did not publish complete data on its 
civil and criminal child labor law enforcement efforts in 2022, and enforcement agencies are understaffed and 
underfunded. Lastly, the Central African Republic lacks both a coordinating body and policies that address all 
relevant forms of child labor.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR
Table 1 provides key indicators on children’s work and education in the Central African Republic. Data on some 
of these indicators are not available from the sources used in this report.

Table 1. Statistics on Children’s Work and Education
Children Age Percent
Working (% and population) 5 to 14 30.8 (Unavailable)
Attending School (%) 5 to 14 68.1
Combining Work and School (%) 7 to 14 39.7
Primary Completion Rate (%) 54.7

Source for primary completion rate: Data from 2017, published by UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2023. (1) 
Source for all other data: International Labor Organization's analysis of statistics from Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 6 (MICS 6), 2018–2019. (2)

Based on a review of available information, Table 2 provides an overview of children's work by sector and activity.

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity
Sector/Industry Activity
Agriculture Working in agriculture, including handling fertilizers and pesticide† (3,4)

Working in forestry, including carrying tools (5)
Fishing (3,4)

Industry Diamond and gold mining,† quarrying† (3-7)
Working in sawmills,† including sharpening sawblades (5)
Construction (5)
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Sector/Industry Activity
Services Domestic work (3,8)

Street work, including vending, portage, loading and unloading vehicles (3-7,9)
Categorical Worst 
Forms of Child 
Labor‡

Recruitment of children by state security forces for use in armed conflict as combatants and in support roles, and 
by non-state armed groups for use in armed conflict, including as combatants, cooks, porters, informants, domestic 
workers, and for sexual exploitation (3,4,10-12) 
Forced labor in domestic work, agriculture, vending, and mining, including in artisanal diamond and gold mines (3,4,10)
Commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes as the result of trafficking (3-6,10)

† Determined by national law or regulation as hazardous and, as such, relevant to Article 3(d) of ILO C. 182. 
‡ Child labor understood as the worst forms of child labor per se under Article 3(a)–(c) of ILO C. 182.

Children in the Central African Republic (CAR) are subjected to recruitment and use by state and non-state 
armed groups. (4,11,12) In 2019, the government and 14 armed groups signed the Political Agreement for 
Peace and Reconciliation in the Central African Republic (APPR), which called for the immediate cessation of 
recruitment of child soldiers by all parties involved in the conflict. (13,14) However, an attempt by six of those 
armed groups to overthrow the government following the December 2020 elections stalled implementation of 
the APPR. (3,5,8,9,15) During the reporting period, anti-Balaka-affiliated armed groups and ex-Séléka factions—
including Return, Reclamation, Rehabilitation; Popular Front for the Central African Renaissance; Union of 
Patriots for Change; and the Lord’s Resistance Army—recruited and used children as combatants, informants, 
messengers, cooks, and porters. (4,10,12) The United Nations verified a total of 134 children were recruited 
and used during the reporting period by all parties in the conflict, including the pro-government Kremlin-backed 
Wagner Group forces, the Central African Armed Forces (FACA), and several other armed groups. While these 
other armed groups committed a majority of the verified violations, government and pro-government forces 
were found to be responsible for 46 violations, including using children to cook, operate checkpoints, and run 
errands. (4,5,12)

Armed groups and criminal elements, including some pastoralist groups, subjected children to forced domestic 
servitude and commercial sexual exploitation. (9,10,16) In some instances, relatives or family friends exploited 
children to generate additional income. (3,9) Girls may be trafficked into forced domestic work. In maisons de 
joie, girls as young as age 13 are subjected to commercial sexual exploitation. Maisons de joie are typically private 
residences at which alcohol and food are served to middle and upper-class customers. (3,6,10) Furthermore, 
children in rural areas are forced to work in diamond and gold mines, often for long hours and without 
protective equipment. Children working in mines are sometimes exploited by armed groups and are often 
exposed to harmful substances, including hazardous chemicals such as silver nitrate and mercury, and may suffer 
from injuries and waterborne diseases. (3-5,8,10) 

Fewer than 60 percent of children in the Central African Republic complete their primary school education, and 
only 6 percent graduate from secondary school. (17) Violence and insecurity exacerbate barriers to education 
access, particularly for girls. (3,11,18,19) Although state security forces have extended their presence through 
most of the national territory since 2021, schooling is disrupted and schools often closed outside the capital 
by frequent clashes between CAR’s warring parties. (4,5) Other barriers to education include displacement 
due to conflict, and the occupation of some school buildings by armed groups, including the Kremlin-backed 
Wagner forces. (4,12) Children also continue to experience difficulties accessing education due to school fees, 
shortages of basic infrastructure, an absence of teachers, security concerns, and destruction or looting of school 
materials and buildings by armed groups. (4,10,11,20,21) Due to insecurity, conflict, and limited resources, the 
government has failed to fully implement a provision of the 2020 Child Protection Code (CPE) to provide free 
birth registration for all children, and many municipal governments continue to levy fees on birth registration 
and other vital records. (4,22) Moreover, reporting suggests that members of CAR's minority Muslim population 
and people with names perceived to be Muslim faced discrimination and higher fees when trying to obtain new 
or replacement identification documents, leaving Muslim children more likely to be undocumented and unable 

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity (Cont.)
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to enroll in school. (4,5) Nevertheless, the Ministry of Education has attempted to improve access to education 
by waiving school entrance exam fees for children affected by conflict, and expanding programs to provide birth 
registration, as identification is required for school enrollment. (4,23)

II. LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR CHILD LABOR
The Central African Republic has ratified all key international conventions concerning child labor (Table 3).

Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor
Convention Ratification

ILO C. 138, Minimum Age ✓

ILO C. 182, Worst Forms of Child Labor ✓

UN CRC ✓

UN CRC Optional Protocol on Armed Conflict ✓

UN CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography ✓

Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in Persons ✓

The government’s laws and regulations are in line with relevant international standards (Table 4).

Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets 
International 
Standards

Age Legislation

Minimum Age for Work Yes 16 Articles 389–394 of the Labor Code; Article 61 of the Child 
Protection Code (22,24)

Minimum Age for Hazardous Work Yes 18 Article 263 of the Labor Code; Articles 63–66 of the Child 
Protection Code (22,24)

Identification of Hazardous Occupations 
or Activities Prohibited for Children

Yes Article 261 of the Labor Code; Article 190 of the Mining Code; 
Order on Hazardous Child Labor (24-26) 

Prohibition of Forced Labor Yes Articles 7 and 393 of the Labor Code; Articles 63 and 173 of the 
Child Protection Code (22,24)

Prohibition of Child Trafficking Yes Article 151 of the Penal Code, Articles 3, 5–10, 15, and 44 of Law on 
Combatting Human Trafficking (27,28)

Prohibition of Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children

Yes Articles 262, 263, and 393 of the Labor Code; Articles 90–92 and 
111 of the Penal Code; Articles 63 and 67 of the Child Protection 
Code (22,24,27)

Prohibition of Using Children in Illicit 
Activities

Yes Articles 262, 263, and 393 of the Labor Code; Articles 63 and 173 of 
the Child Protection Code (22,24)

Minimum Age for Voluntary State 
Military Recruitment

Yes 18 Decree N° 85.432, Declaration to the UN CRC Optional Protocol 
on Armed Conflict (29)

Prohibition of Compulsory Recruitment 
of Children by (State) Military

Yes* Articles 262 and 393 of the Labor Code; Article 75 of the Child 
Protection Code (22,24) 

Prohibition of Military Recruitment by 
Non-state Armed Groups

Yes Articles 262 and 393 of the Labor Code; Articles 75 and 179 of the 
Child Protection Code (22,24)

Compulsory Education Age Yes 16 Article 9 of the Constitution; Articles 37 and 49 of the Child 
Protection Code (22,30)  

Free Public Education Yes Article 9 of the Constitution; Articles 49 and 54 of the Child 
Protection Code (22,30)

* Country has no conscription (5) 

In September 2022, the President ratified a Trafficking in Persons Law, which was passed by the National 
Assembly in August of the same year. The law provides a prosecutorial framework with punitive action for 
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violations of the law by individuals and entities, broad protections for trafficking victims to ensure they are 
not prosecuted themselves, regardless of their immigration status, and additional protections and services for 
child survivors. (4,28,31,32) In an effort to eliminate the use of children in support roles by armed groups, the 
Ministry of Defense issued a circular banning children from military facilities, and warning officers of sanctions for 
violations. (5,31,33,34)

III. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON CHILD LABOR
The government has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child 
labor (Table 5). However, gaps exist within the operations of enforcement agencies that may hinder adequate 
enforcement of their child labor laws.

Table 5. Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement
Organization/Agency Role & Activities
Ministry of Labor (MOL) Monitors and enforces laws related to child labor through its General Directorate of Labor and Social Welfare, 

and the seven regional labor directorates. (3,24)
Ministry of Justice (MOJ) Oversees Juvenile Court, established under the 2020 Child Protection Code (CPE) to field all cases involving 

the health, safety, morals, and education of children. Maintains sole jurisdiction over criminal cases involving 
juvenile plaintiffs, defendants, witnesses, and victims of crime, including former child soldiers. (22) Oversees a 
special police unit for children, which is responsible for monitoring children's safety and welfare in large cities, 
and industrial or mining areas. (22,30) This unit is also responsible for recording criminal offenses against 
children. The judges are responsible for working with the police, the Child Protection Unit, the Children's 
Prosecutor, and social workers to refer child victims and monitor compliance with diversion measures. (22,24)

Mixed Unit for Rapid 
Intervention and Repression 
of Sexual Violence to Women 
and Children (UMIRR)

Aims to put a stop to sexual violence against women and children, including child trafficking. Interagency 
law enforcement unit that includes representatives from the Ministry of Social Affairs; MOJ; the Ministry of 
Public Security; law enforcement (gendarmerie and police); and social workers. (3,4,16,23,35) Operates a 24-
hour hotline to report cases of violence against women, and provides social services to survivors of human 
trafficking. (3,4,35) Operates in Bangui, the capital city, and Bouar, a town in the northwestern part of the 
country. (31,35) Falls under the joint authority of MOJ and the Ministry of Public Security, and is part of a state 
organization supporting investigations into conflict-related sexual violence. (16,36,37)

Labor Law Enforcement

In 2022, labor law enforcement agencies in the Central African Republic took actions to address child labor 
(Table 6). However, gaps exist within the operations of enforcement agencies that may hinder adequate labor law 
enforcement, including insufficient resource allocation.

Table 6. Labor Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Labor Law Enforcement 2021 2022
Labor Inspectorate Funding $1,727 (3) Unknown (4)
Number of Labor Inspectors 167 (3) 167 (4)
Mechanism to Assess Civil Penalties Yes (24) Yes (24)
Training for Labor Inspectors Provided Yes (3) Yes (4)
Number of Labor Inspections Conducted at Worksite 10 (3) Unknown (4)
Number of Child Labor Violations Found Unknown (3) Unknown (4)

Number of Child Labor Violations for Which Penalties Were Imposed Unknown (3) Unknown (4)
Number of Child Labor Penalties Imposed that Were Collected Unknown (3) Unknown (4)

Routine Inspections Conducted Yes (3) No (4)
Routine Inspections Targeted Yes (3) N/A (4)

Unannounced Inspections Permitted Yes (24) Yes (24)
Unannounced Inspections Conducted Yes (3) Unknown (4)

Complaint Mechanism Exists Yes (3) Yes (4)
Reciprocal Referral Mechanism Exists Between Labor Authorities and Social Services Yes (3) Yes (4)
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The government did not provide information on its labor law enforcement efforts, including labor inspectorate 
funding, number and type of inspections, number of violations found, penalties imposed and collected. However, 
reporting suggests that the number of inspections conducted during the reporting period was insufficient. (4) 
Insecurity, as well as inadequate financial and material resources, including transportation and fuel, office facilities 
and supplies, and technology, hindered the government's efforts to conduct inspections and address child 
labor. (3,4,23,38) In addition, inspectors may be provided transportation by employers, which threatens the 
impartiality and independence of inspections. (38)

Moreover, the passage of Decree No. 12.177 in 2012 effectively removed regional labor directorates from the 
general directorate's chain of command, resulting in regional directorates no longer being required to submit 
periodic reports on inspection activities, as required under ILO C. 81. (39) In addition, labor inspectors do not 
always issue formal penalties or sanctions. Instead, the conciliation of labor disputes makes up a significant part 
of inspectors' work. (9,24,38) The Ministry of Labor (MOL) works with other ministries and UNICEF to provide 
assistance to survivors of child labor, including its worst forms. However, due to a lack of resources, NGOs and 
UN bodies, such as the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in CAR (MINUSCA) and UNICEF, 
provide most of the social services available to survivors. (4,40,41)

Criminal Law Enforcement

In 2022, criminal law enforcement agencies in the Central African Republic took actions to address child labor 
(Table 7). However, gaps exist within the operations of criminal enforcement agencies that may hinder adequate 
criminal law enforcement, including detaining children who were subjected to the worst forms of child labor.

Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2021 2022
Training for Criminal Investigators Provided Yes (3) Yes (4)
Number of Investigations Unknown (3) Unknown (4,5)
Number of Prosecutions Initiated 1 (3) Unknown (4,5)
Number of Convictions 1 (3) Unknown (4)
Imposed Penalties for Violations Related to the Worst Forms of Child Labor No (3) Unknown (4)
Reciprocal Referral Mechanism Exists Between Criminal Authorities and Social Services Yes (3) Yes (4)

The government did not provide information on its criminal law enforcement efforts for inclusion in this report, 
including the number of investigations, number of prosecutions, number of convictions, and penalties imposed. (4) 
During the reporting period, officers in the Mixed Unit for Rapid Intervention and Repression of Sexual Violence 
to Women and Children (UMIRR) received training on new standard operating procedures (SOPs) to identify 
trafficking cases and refer survivors to assistance services. In August 2022, Focal Point for Child Protection 
delivered a trafficking in persons training series at three military installations. (31) Among training participants 
were customs officers and migration and border security agents. One session was also attended by senior 
members of the Kremlin-backed Wagner Group in CAR. (5,31) The government also held training sessions on 
child trafficking and child labor in conflict zones for senior law enforcement and security forces. During the 
reporting period, UMIRR responded to several cases of human rights violations involving children, which were 
reported as a result of calls to its 24-hour hotline. (4) In November 2022, UMIRR also collaborated with Wagner 
forces and the International Committee of the Red Cross to repatriate a group of Cameroonian migrant children 
in CAR, who had been kidnapped by an armed group and forced to work at a rebel camp. (5,31,42)

During the reporting period, some children accused of aiding armed groups were detained in facilities for 
incarcerated adults. (4,5) In December of 2022 all remaining children who had been detained for aiding armed 
groups were released following a presidential clemency decree. (4,5,12,31,43) Reporting suggests that the 
released children were accused of working for armed groups at checkpoints, securing mining sites, running 
errands, and as child soldiers. The government worked with UNICEF to reintegrate the children by providing 
access to community care centers and foster homes or returning the children to their families. (4,31) While the 
government has a referral mechanism for authorities and social services to refer children found to be subjected 
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to the worst forms of child labor, due to resource constraints, NGOs and UN agencies were the primary actors 
involved in monitoring and managing such cases. Government authority and enforcement capacity remains 
constrained in remote areas of the country. (4)

IV. COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON CHILD LABOR
The government has established a key mechanism to coordinate its efforts to address child labor (Table 8). 
However, gaps exist that hinder the effective coordination of efforts to address child labor, including a lack of 
coordinating mechanisms that address all worst forms of child labor.

Table 8. Key Mechanism to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor
Coordinating Body Role & Activities
National Interministerial 
Committee to Combat Human 
Trafficking

Coordinates drafting and implementation of the Central African Republic's National Trafficking in Persons 
Strategy and the National Action Plan to Address Trafficking, acting as an interministerial working group 
under the authority of the President. Includes a Coordination Office led by the President and includes 
representatives from key ministries, including MOL. (28,31,32) Promoted the adoption of the 2022 Human 
Trafficking Law, encouraged MOJ officials to pursue trafficking in persons prosecutions, organized trainings 
and public awareness campaigns. During the reporting period, the National Committee met twice monthly, 
and the Coordination Office members met twice weekly. (31)

While the government has established a key mechanism that addresses human trafficking, these efforts do not 
extend to other worst forms of child labor and other sectors, such as mining, agriculture, and domestic work, in 
which child labor is prevalent. (3,44)

V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON CHILD LABOR
The government has established policies related to child labor (Table 9). However, policy gaps exist that hinder 
efforts to address child labor, including a lack of coverage of all forms of child labor.

Table 9. Key Policies Related to Child Labor
Policy Description & Activities
Political Agreement for Peace 
and Reconciliation in the 
Central African Republic 
(APPR)

Peace agreement signed by 14 armed groups and the Transitional Government in February 2019. Includes 
provisions to end the recruitment and use of children by armed groups, and to facilitate the separation of 
children from their ranks. (14,40,41) Armed groups listed by the UN for grave violations against children have 
signed Action Plans to implement these commitments. (45-47) Action Plans cover the four areas for which 
the groups are listed, including: (1) recruitment and use of children; (2) killing and maiming; (3) rape and 
other forms of sexual violence; and (4) attacks on schools and hospitals. (45-47) The Central African Patriotic 
Movement has appointed four commanders to serve as child protection focal points in areas under its 
control. (40,45) However, MINUSCA reported that armed groups continued to recruit child soldiers during 
the reporting period. (4,12,34,48) Research was unable to determine what activities were undertaken as part 
of this policy during the reporting year, or to identify published results of these activities.

Child Disarmament, 
Demobilization, and 
Reintegration Policy

Based on the 2015 Bangui Forum, aims to facilitate initiatives to disarm, demobilize, and reintegrate child 
soldiers, in cooperation with UN agencies, other ministries, and armed groups. (9) Through its National 
Strategy for Community-Based Reintegration of Children Formerly Associated with Armed Forces and 
Armed Groups, provides temporary care to children separated from armed groups, and establishes 
Community Child Protection Networks. (9,49,50) With the assistance of UNICEF and other partner 
organizations, the Office of the Presidency also works to disarm, demobilize, and reintegrate children used 
in armed conflict back into community life, through the Disarmament, Demobilization, Reintegration, and 
Rehabilitation coordinating body. (35) During the reporting period, the government worked with NGOs to 
provide community reintegration support and established a vocational training center in Ouaka Prefecture 
for conflict-affected children. (4,12,31)

National Action Plan to 
Combat Trafficking in 
Children†

Adopted in April 2022, establishes provisions to counter child trafficking, with a specific focus on preventing 
children from being recruited and used in conflict. (4,51,52) Includes awareness-raising programs for both 
the public and military forces, specialized training for FACA members, and a communication channel for 
officials to share information about the use of children in armed conflict and draw attention to potentially 
problematic situations. Provides for assistance to children previously associated with armed forces and their 
families to prevent revictimization, including through economic and education opportunities. (5,52)

† Policy was approved during the reporting period. (5,52) 
‡ The government had other policies that may have addressed child labor issues or had an impact on child labor. (4)
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In 2022, the government established a Multi-year National Action Plan to Combat Gender-Based Sexual Violence/
Conflict-Related Sexual Violence, which includes initiatives to raise awareness about child labor among regional 
leadership. (4) During the reporting period, violence hindered the ability of the government to implement 
existing policies throughout its territory. (4,31) Research found no evidence of a policy on other forms of child 
labor, such as in the mining, agriculture, or domestic work sectors.

VI. SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR
In 2022, the government funded and participated in programs that may contribute to eliminating or preventing 
child labor (Table 10). However, gaps exist in these social programs, including the inadequacy of programs to 
address the problem in all sectors.

Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor
Program Description & Activities
UNICEF Programs Coordinate the removal of children from forced labor situations, in partnership with NGOs, and provide 

necessary social services for their rehabilitation, enrollment in schools or vocational training programs, and 
placement in stable homes. Provide basic education and vocational skills training to children who are most 
at risk for child labor exploitation and armed group recruitment. (4,9,53) Support shelters that provide 
immediate care, food, and psychosocial support to vulnerable children and former child soldiers, including 
through the Shelters for Unaccompanied Children program. (4,54) During the reporting period, worked with 
the government to provide community reintegration support to children released from armed groups, and 
undertook a fact-finding survey, in conjunction with NGOs, to collect information on child labor throughout 
the country to inform future assistance programs. (4,53) In July 2022, established an annual work plan with the 
government focusing on actions related to the protection of children, including addressing the worst forms of 
child labor and social protections. (32)

War Child, Reintegration 
Support for Victims of Child 
Labor Exploitation

Conducts community-based reintegration programs for survivors of the worst forms of child labor, reaching 
689 children during the reporting period. (4) Mobilizes community-based child protection committees, and 
provides mental health services to children affected by armed conflict. (55)

Birth Registration 
Campaign†

Aims to provide birth registration to children in the Central African Republic in accordance with the Child 
Protection Code. During the reporting year, local authorities, with support from UNICEF, used "mobile courts" 
at several prefectures to issue the documentation necessary for school attendance. (3,4) The campaigns 
reached 11,173 children during the reporting period. (4,53)

For information about USDOL’s projects to address child labor around the world, visit https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/ilab-project-page-search 
† Program is partially funded by the Government of the Central African Republic.

While the government conducted several outreach efforts during the reporting period to educate local leaders 
and families about the dangers of child labor and the importance of attending school, research indicated that 
a lack of sufficient resources significantly hindered its ability to support programmatic efforts to address child 
labor. (3,4) Coordination with non-government actors to support children used in armed conflict and the scope 
of programs is insufficient to fully address the extent of the problem, including the reintegration of children who 
were recruited for use in armed conflict. (11,23,56)

VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR
Based on the reporting above, suggested actions are identified that would advance the elimination of child labor 
in the Central African Republic (Table 11).

Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor

Area Suggested Action Year(s) 
Suggested

Enforcement Ensure that the labor inspectorate has sufficient financial and material resources, including transportation, 
office facilities and supplies, and computers, to enforce child labor laws, in particular in urban centers.

2009 – 2022

Ensure that inspectors use their own transportation rather than accepting transportation from employers to 
ensure impartiality of inspections.

2022

Publish complete labor law enforcement data, including labor inspectorate funding, number and type of 
inspections conducted, number of child labor violations found, number of violations for which penalties were 
imposed, and number for which penalties were collected.

2021 – 2022

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/ilab-project-page-search


Central African Republic
MINIMAL ADVANCEMENT – EFFORTS MADE BUT CONTINUED PRACTICE THAT DELAYED ADVANCEMENT

8 BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL LABOR AFFAIRS 2022 FINDINGS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Area Suggested Action Year(s) 
Suggested

Enforcement Publish complete criminal law enforcement data, including the number of investigations, number of 
prosecutions, number of convictions, and penalties imposed.

2014 – 2022

Ensure that regional labor inspection offices are under the supervision and control of a central authority, and 
that regional directorates submit periodic reports on inspection activities.

2018 – 2022

Ensure that the government conducts an adequate number of labor inspections, including unannounced 
inspections.

2021 – 2022

Ensure that formal penalties or sanctions are imposed for child labor law violations, rather than 
conciliation, as appropriate.

2018 – 2022

Ensure that referral mechanisms for children found in child labor situations are well-funded and fully 
operational.

2019 – 2022

Ensure that children used in armed conflict are not detained, including in facilities for incarcerated adults, and 
continue to be granted access to social services providers and humanitarian assistance.

2016 – 2022

Ensure that judicial and criminal law enforcement officials receive sufficient funding and training and ensure 
that citizens can report violations and access formal judicial processes throughout the country.

2016 – 2022

Coordination Establish a coordinating mechanism that addresses all forms of child labor, including in mining, agriculture, and 
domestic work.

2019 – 2022

Government 
Policies

Adopt a policy that addresses all relevant worst forms of child labor, including in mining, agriculture, and 
domestic work.

2014 – 2022

Ensure that signatories to the Political Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation uphold their commitments, 
cease the recruitment and use of children in armed conflict, and publish efforts to implement the agreement 
on an annual basis.

2020 – 2022

Social 
Programs

Improve access to education for all children, regardless of IDP status or religious affiliation, by eliminating 
school-related fees; making additional efforts to provide all children with birth registration; ensuring that 
religious minorities are not denied access to education; improving basic educational infrastructure throughout 
the country, including buildings and adequate furniture, sanitary facilities, teachers, and supplies; and ensuring 
that schools are safe spaces and free from armed groups.

2009 – 2022

Expand programs to assist former child soldiers and children associated with armed groups, support their 
reintegration into society, and improve coordination among relevant actors.

2013 – 2022

Allocate sufficient resources and implement programs to address the worst forms of child labor, including 
commercial sexual exploitation and child labor in mining, throughout the country.

2009 – 2022

Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor (Cont.)
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