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Mozambique 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

In rural areas of Mozambique, children work on 
family or commercial farms, often picking cotton, 
tea, tobacco, and herding livestock.2397  Children 
also work in prostitution and as domestics.2398  At 
informal bars, known as barracas, girl employees 
are also made to work as prostitutes.2399  In some 
instances, children work in bonded labor in order 
to pay off a family debt.2400  Child begging is a 
mounting problem, with incidences of children 
being “contracted” to beg for non-family 
members.2401 
 
Children are trafficked internally and to South 
Africa for forced labor and commercial sexual 
exploitation in brothels and popular nightclubs.2402  

Young boys are trafficked within the country and 
to South Africa for farm and mine work, while girls 
are trafficked into prostitution and domestic 
servitude.2403   
 
Children are known to cross the border from 
Zimbabwe into Mozambique to work in 
agriculture, construction, informal mining, 
prostitution, and street vending.2404   
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Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
2405

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years (%):  

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 15 

Compulsory education age: 12 

Free public education: Yes* 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 102 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 77 

School attendance, children 5-14 years (%): - 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2004: 62 

ILO-IPEC participating country: Associated 

* Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The minimum age for employment in Mozambique 
is 15 years.  In exceptional cases, the law allows 
children between 12 and 15 years to work with the 
joint approval of the Ministries of Labor, Health, 
and Education; these children are afforded special 
rights that protect their mental, physical, and social 
development.2406  The law restricts the conditions 
under which minors between 15 and 18 years may 
work, and commits employers to provide for their 
education and professional training.  For example, 
children are prohibited from working more than 38 
hours per week and more than 7 hours per day.2407  
Minors under 18 years are not permitted to work in 
unhealthy, dangerous, or physically taxing 
occupations; must undergo a medical examination; 
and must be paid at least minimum wage.  
Violators of child labor laws are subject to fines.2408 
 
The Ministry of Labor has the authority to enforce 
and regulate child labor laws in both the formal 
and informal sectors.  Labor inspectors may obtain 
court orders to enforce compliance with child labor 
legislation.2409  According to USDOS, however, both 
the Labor Inspectorate and the police lack adequate 
staff, funds, and training to investigate child labor 

cases, especially outside the capital.  USDOS claims 
that the law is enforced in the formal sector but that 
enforcement is inadequate in the informal sector.2410    
 
The law prohibits forced labor, with the exception 
of prison labor.2411  The age for conscription and 
voluntary recruitment into the military is 18 years.  
In times of war, however, the minimum age for 
military conscription may be lowered.2412  The law 
also forbids the practice of prostitution in any form, 
including that of children.  Procuring a minor is 
punishable by imprisonment for 6 months to 2 
years.2413   Various penal statutes contain provisions 
that can be applied to the trafficking of children.2414   

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

The Government provided information and 
provided education about the dangers of child 
labor.  Public outreach efforts included police 
training on child prostitution and pornography.2415  
Police stations in Mozambique have established 
facilities to address the needs of child trafficking 
victims.2416  In 2007, the Ministry of Interior was 
increased the number of these facilities from 151 to 
155.2417 
 
The Government of Mozambique is participating in 
a USD 3 million USDOL-funded program 
implemented by the American Institutes for 
Research to combat child labor in agriculture, 
domestic work, street work, and commercial sexual 
exploitation. 2418  The 3-year project aims to 
withdraw and prevent 2,600 children from 
engaging in such activities.2419   
 
The Civic Education Forum, a civil society 
organization, operates a shelter for victims of 
trafficking.  The shelter was built on land donated 
by the Moamba District Government to house and 
grow food for the residents.2420   
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Namibia  

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
2421

 

Working children, 6-14 years (%), 1999: 14.7 

Working boys, 6-14 years (%), 1999: 15.5 

Working girls, 6-14 years (%), 1999: 13.9 

Working children by sector, 6-14 years 
(%), 1999: 

 

- Agriculture 91.4 

- Manufacturing 0.4 

- Services 8.2 

- Other 0.1 

Minimum age for work: 14 

Compulsory education age: 16 

Free public education: Yes* 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 106 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 77 

School attendance, children 6-14 years 
(%), 1999: 

91.6 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2004: 86 

ILO-IPEC participating country: Associated 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Children in Namibia work in commercial and 
communal agriculture, and domestic service.2422  
Children find self-employment in basket weaving, 
traditional beer making, selling produce, barbering, 
milking cows, and charcoal production.2423  To 
support their households, children tend livestock, 
hunt, fish, and gather wild foods.2424  Children also 
unload goods, including hazardous chemicals, and 
guard cargo at night for long-distance truck 
drivers.2425  Children from poor rural households 
frequently assist extended family members in 
urban centers with house cleaning, cooking, and 

child care in exchange for food, shelter, and 
sometimes clothes and money.2426  Numerous 
HIV/AIDS orphans and other vulnerable children 
are reportedly engaged in commercial sexual 
exploitation.2427  
 
Children from Angola, Zambia, and other countries 
neighboring Namibia reportedly enter the country 
illegally to work on communal farms.2428  According 
to USDOS, however, Namibia is not a country of 
origin, transit, or destination for a significant 
number of trafficked children.2429  

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 
14 years.  The law also prohibits children under 16 
years from working in any mine, industrial, or 
construction setting, and prohibits children under 
18 years from engaging in night work from 8 p.m. 
to 7 a.m.2430  The Constitution protects children 
under 16 years from economic exploitation and 
states that they are not to be employed in any work 
that is likely to be hazardous; harmful to their 
physical health, or mental, spiritual, moral, or 
social development; or that would interfere with 
their education.2431  
 
The Constitution prohibits slavery and forced 
labor.2432  The law criminalizes trafficking in persons 
and human smuggling.2433  Those found guilty of 
trafficking are subject to fines or 
 
imprisonment of up to 50 years.2434  The law also 
makes it an offense for any adult to solicit or entice 
a child to participate in prostitution.2435   
 
The law allows for compulsory military service, but 
there is no military draft because individuals 




