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Gabon

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor"*"
Working children, 5-14 years (%):

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): -

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): -

Working children by sector, 5-14 years
(0/0)2

- Agriculture -

- Manufacturing -

- Services -

- Other -
Minimum age for work: 16
Compulsory education age: 16
Free public education: No
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2004: 152
Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2001: 88
School attendance, children 5-14 years -
(%):

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2002: 69
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes
Incidence and Nature of Child Labor
Children in Gabon work in the informal

economy.”™ Child work and child trafficking are
closely related in Gabon; one study indicated that
97 percent of children in Gabon’s workforce are
foreign nationals.” Trafficked boys work in small
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workshops and as street vendors, while girls who
have been trafficked work as domestic servants and
in the informal commercial sector, including in
restaurants and market vending.”” Children are
trafficked into the country from Benin, Guinea,
Nigeria, and Togo, and to a lesser extent from
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, and Sierra Leone.""”
Children are trafficked from Benin to Gabon for
agricultural work, including on cocoa and sugar
plantations.” Children trafficked from Nigeria
are found working as mechanics.”” Togolese
children are trafficked to Gabon for forced
domestic service and prostitution.”"”  Children
trafficked to Gabon from other West African
countries are typically from poor families, who
believe their children will receive an education,
opportunities, and wages for their work. While
some children receive such benefits, many children
are victims of trafficking and generally receive only
rudimentary room and board, and wages are
seldom paid either to them or their families."”"' In
general, trafficked children work long hours, are
subject to physical abuse, and do not receive an
education.”””  The Gabonese social tradition of
placement, where children of poor families are sent
to live with affluent families to receive an
education and opportunities, is believed to
facilitate trafficking and the commercial sexual
exploitation of children in the country."””
Gabonese children are trafficked to Equatorial
Guinea for work in the cities of Malabo and
Bata."’"



Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at
16 years. Younger children, however, may work
with consent from the Ministries of Labor,
Education, and Public Health. Children between
14 and 16 years may work as apprentices with
permission from the Ministry of National
Education.”” The employment of children in jobs
that are unsuitable for them because of their age,
state, or condition, or that interfere with their
education is also prohibited.” Children under 16
years who have been removed from exploitive
labor must be placed in appropriate reception or
transit centers. If they are of foreign nationality,
the children must be repatriated to their country of
origin at the expense of their guardian or
employer.””  Children under 18 vyears are
prohibited from working at night in industrial
establishments, except if the establishment is
exclusively run by family members; however,
children over 16 years are permitted to work in
certain industries that, by their nature, must be
continued at night, such as sugar refineries and
metalworks.”™  The law imposes a fine for
violations of minimum age laws and a larger fine
along with a prison term of 2 to 6 months for repeat
violators.”™”

Gabonese law also prohibits forced labor, slavery,
abduction, and pimping.”™  The penalty for
imposing forced labor is imprisonment for 1 to 6
months and a fine, and recurring violations are
punishable with imprisonment for 2 to 12 months
and a heavier fine.”™ Gabon’s trafficking law
outlines measures to protect children under 18
years from trafficking for labor and commercial
sexual exploitation and stipulates 5 to 15 years
imprisonment and a fine for perpetrators.””
Procurement of a minor for the purpose of
prostitution is punishable by imprisonment for 2 to
5years and a fine.”” The minimum age for
voluntary recruitment into the military is 20 years,
and there is no conscription."™

The Ministry of Justice is responsible for
enforcement of child labor laws, while the Ministry
of Labor is charged with receiving, investigating,
and addressing child labor complaints.””
Minimum age laws were strictly enforced for the
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protection of Gabonese children in urban areas, but
rarely in rural areas.”™ Theoretically, the law also
protects foreign children in Gabon, many of whom
are victims of child trafficking, but these children
rarely reported child labor abuses. According to
USDOS, the number of labor inspectors was
inadequate, and child labor complaints were not
routinely investigated.”™”

With a fleet of 10 boats, the Government of Gabon
conducts regular patrols to combat maritime child
trafficking. As of June 2007, there were up to 20
trafficking cases pending within the judicial
system. However, USDOS reported that
enforcement and investigation of trafficking cases
remains weak."

Gabon was 1 of 24 countries to adopt the
Multilateral Cooperation Agreement to Combat
Trafficking in Persons and the Joint Plan of Action
against Trafficking in Persons, especially Women
and Children in West and Central African
Regions.™ As part of the Multilateral Cooperation
Agreement, the governments agreed to use the
child trafficking monitoring system developed by
the USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC LUTRENA project;
to assist each other in the investigation, arrest, and
prosecution of trafficking offenders; and to protect,
rehabilitate, and reintegrate trafficking victims."™

Current Government Policies and Programs
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

Gabon’s UN Development Assistance Framework
2007-2011 includes a component to bring national
legislation into alignment with Gabon’s bilateral
and regional agreements to combat child
trafficking, as well as ILO Convention 182 and
other international conventions it has ratified.”

The Government continued to operate three
reception centers for trafficking victims, which
included children.”” The Government’s child
trafficking “Watch Committees,” located in each of
the country’s nine provinces, continue to identify
and provide assistance to trafficking victims; and
the Government is working to repatriate trafficked
children to their countries of origin.™®  The
Government has worked with UNICEF to raise
awareness on child trafficking through workshops
and seminars, radio and television messages, and
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posters. In collaboration with UNICEF, the
Government continues to support a toll free hotline
for child trafficking victims, which provides
assistance and free transportation to a shelter.””
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The Gambia

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Working children in The Gambia are primarily
found in the informal sector, agriculture, and
domestic service.”* Working girls are most likely
to engage in street vending, selling food items such
as candy, water, and fruits for their parents.”™”
Working boys are most commonly found doing
such odd jobs as hauling items or sweeping and
working as taxi or bus attendants in urban areas."™
Many children between 14 and 16 years work in
technical sectors such as lumbering, sewing,
plumbing, masonry, and auto repair.””  The
practice of sending boys to Koranic teachers to
receive education is a common tradition. While
some boys are cared for and receive lessons, many
are forced by their teachers to beg and surrender
the money that they have earned.”™"

Commercial sexual exploitation of children,
including prostitution, is common in The
Gambia.” Both Gambian men as well as visiting
European pedophiles exploit children through
prostitution and sex tourism."*
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The Gambia is country of origin, transit, and
destination for children trafficked for forced labor
and commercial sexual exploitation. Children are
reportedly trafficked to the country from Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ghana, Nigeria, Guinea-
Bissau, Guinea, Benin, Mali, and Guinea-
Conakry.”  Gambian boys are trafficked to
Senegal for forced begging.”™ Girls are trafficked
to and from Gambia for sexual exploitation and
forced domestic servitude.” Boys are trafficked to
Gambia for a wide range of activities including, but
not limited to, sexual exploitation, street vending,
and begging."™*

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

Laws governing the minimum age for work in The
Gambia are contradictory. The Labor Law of 2007
prohibits children, defined in Gambian law as
those under 18 years, from engaging in
agricultural, industrial or non-industrial work.”"





