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Fiji 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
1287

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%): 

 

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 15 

Compulsory education age: 15 

Free public education: Yes* 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 
2005: 

103 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 94 

School attendance, children 5-14 years 
(%): 

- 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2003: 99 

ILO-IPEC participating country: No 

*Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Children work in agriculture in Fiji, including on 
tobacco and sugar farms.1288  Children also work in 
the informal sector, in family businesses, and on 
the streets, selling snacks, shining shoes and 
delivering goods.1289  There is exploitation of 
children through prostitution, pornography, and 
sex tourism.1290  Children are also trafficked within 
Fiji for the purpose of commercial sexual 
exploitation.1291  Urban migration, poverty, 
homelessness, and living away from parents have 
all increased a child’s chance of being sexually 
exploited.1292  

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law sets the minimum age for work at 15 
years.1293  The law states that no child under 12 
years shall be employed except in family owned 
businesses and agricultural undertakings. The law 
also sets guidelines for the employment of 
“children” defined as 12 to 14 years, and “young 
persons,” defined as 15 to 17 years.  Children may 
not work more than 6 hours a day, and young 
persons more than 8 hours a day.1294  Children may 
not work in any industrial undertaking, and 
neither children nor young persons may be 
employed in dangerous working conditions or at 
night.1295    
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The Constitution prohibits forced labor.1296  The law 
also prohibits the procurement of women and girls 
into prostitution within and outside the borders of 
Fiji, as well as the sale, purchase, or hiring of 
minors less than 16 years for prostitution, illicit 
sexual intercourse, or any unlawful immoral 
purpose.  It also prohibits the production and 
possession of obscene materials depicting both 
adults and children.  Penalties for those violating 
these statutes range from 2 to 5 years of 
imprisonment, with the possibility of corporal 
punishment.1297  Currently, there is no law on the 
minimum age of conscription into the military.  The 
minimum age for voluntary military service is 18 
years.1298  The law criminalizes trafficking in 
persons for both labor and sexual exploitation, and 
violators can be punished with a maximum 
sentence of 20 years in prison, as well as fines.1299  
USDOS has reported that the country’s child labor 
laws and enforcement mechanisms are insufficient 
due to the lack of a comprehensive child labor 
policy and of resources to investigate reports of 
child labor.1300 

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

Fiji has a committee with a broad range of 
members, including the Ministry of Labor, the 
Ministry of Women, the Ministry of Education, the 
Ministry of Information, the Fiji Police Force, 
employer and worker organizations, the ILO, and 
UNICEF, that focus on the elimination of the worst 
forms of child labor.1301  Fiji is also one of several 
countries in Asia and the Pacific participating in a 
campaign by MTV Europe to raise awareness on 
human trafficking.1302 
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Gabon 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
1303
 

Working children, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%): 

 

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 16 

Compulsory education age: 16 

Free public education: No 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2004: 152 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2001: 88 

School attendance, children 5-14 years 
(%): 

- 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2002: 69 

ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Children in Gabon work in the informal 
economy.1304  Child work and child trafficking are 
closely related in Gabon; one study indicated that 
97 percent of children in Gabon’s workforce are 
foreign nationals.1305  Trafficked boys work in small 

workshops and as street vendors, while girls who 
have been trafficked work as domestic servants and 
in the informal commercial sector, including in 
restaurants and market vending.1306  Children are 
trafficked into the country from Benin, Guinea, 
Nigeria, and Togo, and to a lesser extent from 
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, and Sierra Leone.1307  
Children are trafficked from Benin to Gabon for 
agricultural work, including on cocoa and sugar 
plantations.1308  Children trafficked from Nigeria 
are found working as mechanics.1309  Togolese 
children are trafficked to Gabon for forced 
domestic service and prostitution.1310  Children 
trafficked to Gabon from other West African 
countries are typically from poor families, who 
believe their children will receive an education, 
opportunities, and wages for their work.  While 
some children receive such benefits, many children 
are victims of trafficking and generally receive only 
rudimentary room and board, and wages are 
seldom paid either to them or their families.1311  In 
general, trafficked children work long hours, are 
subject to physical abuse, and do not receive an 
education.1312  The Gabonese social tradition of 
placement, where children of poor families are sent 
to live with affluent families to receive an 
education and opportunities, is believed to 
facilitate trafficking and the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children in the country.1313  
Gabonese children are trafficked to Equatorial 
Guinea for work in the cities of Malabo and 
Bata.1314   




