Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable
Minimum age for work: 15%20
Age to which education is compulsory: Not compulsory*®#
] Free public education: Noﬁz
Gross primary enrollment rate in 2003: 96%
Zim babwe Net primary enrollment rate in 2003: 8207024
Percent of children 5-14 attending school: Unavailable
Asof 2002, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 70%%%
Ratified Convention 138: 6/6/2000"°°
Ratified Convention 182: 12/11/2000%%
ILO-IPEC participating country: Y es, associated*®?®

I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

Most working children in Zimbabwe can be found in agriculture, hunting, and fishing. Children
also work in domestic service, hotels, food service, mining and quarrying, manufacturing,
construction, and other types of work,**® such as guarding cars.***® Most working children work
as unpaid family workers.*®** UNICEF reports that, in some cases, farmers hire children as
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independent contractors to avoid the appearance of employing children.*** Children are
reported to work on tea estates and sell sugar across the border in Mozambique. Children who
engaged in domestic work for third-party househol ds were sometimes not paid by their
employers, and children orphaned by AIDS often performed domestic work for their extended
relatives without pay. The number of children working in the informal sector continue to
increase as more children struggle to fill the income gap left by relatives who are unemployed,
ill, or deceased.**®

Girlsin Zimbabwe are increasingly being exploited in prostitution,*®** with some girls reportedly
engaging in prostitution to pay for school fees. The number of girls on the streets in urban areas
is growing as aresult of poverty and HIV/AIDS.** The belief that sex with virgins can cure
sexually transmitted infections contributed to the sexual exploitation of children.*** Some
reports indicate that girls are being sexually exploited in exchange for passage across the border
to South Africa*®’

Within Zimbabwe, girls are trafficked from rural to urban areas for commercial sexual
exploitation in brothels under false pretenses of marriage or employment. Girlsfrom rura areas
are also trafficked to urban areas for domestic service, and to farms for agricultural labor.***® A
few South African girls are trafficked into the country for domestic work.*®*® Children who had
been orphaned by HIV/AIDS and displaced persons were among the groups at highest risk of
being trafficked.*®*

The government continues to run national youth service training camps. Y outh who deserted the
camps indicated that they were subjected to military training, as well as racist and partisan
political indoctrination. Additionally, graduates of the program were used to commit acts of
political violence.***
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Child Labor Laws and Enfor cement

The minimum age for employment in Zimbabwe is 15 years.*** Children between 13 and 15
may be employed if they are apprentices or if their work is an integral part of a vocational
training program. At 15, children may engagein light work beyond training programs, and
young persons under 18 years are prohibited from performing work that might jeopardize their
health, ﬁgty, or morals. Child labor offenses are punishable by afine, imprisonment of 2 years,
or both.

The law also prohibits the involvement of children in hazardous labor, defined as any work likely
to interfere with the education of children; expose children to hazardous substances; involve
underground mining; require the use of electronically powered hand tools, cutting, or grinding
blades; expose children to extreme conditions; or occur during a night shift.***

No law specifically prohibits trafficking in persons. However, the law does prohibit various
types of sexual exploitation, including the transportation of individuals across the border for
sexual purposes and procuring individuals for prostitution either inside Zimbabwe or
internationally. The law provides penalties of afine and up to 2 years of imprisonment for those
convicted of procuring individuals for prostitution, and it provides a stronger penalty of up to 10
years of imprisonment in cases involving the procurement of children under 10.** The law
prohibits compulsory or forced labor, including by children, but provides exceptionsin cases
where such labor is required from a member of adisciplined force, the national youth service, or
parents. The law provides penalties of 2 years of imprisonment, afine, or both, for forced labor
violations.*®* The minimum age for both military conscription and for voluntary recruitment
into the armed forces is 18 years. The minimum age for joining the national youth service
training is 16 years.*®’

The Ministry of Labor’s Department of Social Welfare is responsible for the enforcement of
child labor laws; however, it could not conduct inspections or monitoring for lack of
personnel .**4

The Zimbabwe Republic Police, which is officially part of the Ministry of Home Affairs, is
responsible for combating trafficking.***® The government has established Victim Friendly
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Courts, which are mandated to hear trafficking cases.***® 1n 2006, the government sentenced a
woman to 4 years in prison for having trafficked a child into prostitution.**>*

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

In 2006, the Government of Zimbabwe established atask force for coordinating anti-trafficking
efforts. The taskforce is comprised of members from the Ministries of Home Affairs, Justice,
Parliamentarian Affairs, Foreign Affairs, Labor, Socia Welfare, Information, and Public
Service.*®? Senior government officials participated in atrafficking training workshop
conducted by the IOM and officials from law enforcement, immigration, and social services
received training to identify and assist victims of trafficking.*®>

Media outlets sponsored by the government ran anti-trafficking messages, including some
produced by the IOM, and continued to print and air public service announcements warning
against prostitution and employment scams that could result in trafficking. The Ministries of
Public Service, Social Welfare, and Labor also collaborated with an NGO to operate a center to
help reunite deported children with their families. The center offered psychosocial support for
child victims of sexual exploitation.**>*
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