Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor

Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable
Minimum age for admission to work: Unavailable
Age to which education is compulsory: 14162
Free public education: Y es163
Ton g a Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 115%*%*
Net primary enrollment rate in 2001: 96%*1%
Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2001: Unavailable
As of 2000, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 9204*1%

Ratified Convention 138:
Ratified Convention 182:
ILO-IPEC participating country:

Non-1LO member
Non-1LO member
N 04167

*Must pay school fees at the secondary level.

I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

There are no reports of child labor existing in the formal or informal economy. During 2006,
there were increased reports of workers on foreign fishing vessels soliciting underage girls for
prostitution.*'%®

Child Labor L aws and Enforcement

Tonga does not have | egislation setting the minimum age for work.***® The law prohibits
slavery, which can be interpreted to include forced or bonded labor.**"® The owning and/or
operating of abrothel, pimping, and soliciting in a public place are al prohibited by the law.
Penalties for offenses range from imprisonment from 6 months to 2 years.**™* Thelaw also
prohibits any person from assaulting a child in an indecent manner, abducting girls, and
procuring or attempting to procure any girl under the age of 21 for trafficking for prostitution.
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The maximum punishment for these offenses isimprisonment for up to 5 years.**’? Thereisno

military conscription in Tonga. "

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

Development policy in Tongais currently being guided by the Strategic Development Plan Eight
(2006-2009). Among other goals, the plan targets vulnerable groups for assistance, including
children and youth, and focuses on improving educationa standards.**™
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