Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable
Minimum age for admission to work: 16%%°
Age to which education is compul sory: 161
Free public education: Y es'o%8x
Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 130%4%%°
G a.bon Net primary enrollment rate in 2001: T7%™
Percent of children 5-14 attending school: Unavailable
Asof 2002, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 699%™
Ratified Convention 138: No'®"
Ratified Convention 182: 3/28/2001'°"
|LO-IPEC Participating Country: Yes'®™
*Must pay for school supplies and related items.

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Child labor and human trafficking are closely related in Gabon.**” Children are trafficked into
the country from Benin, Guinea, Nigeria, Mali, and Togo, and to alesser extent from Burkina
Faso, Cameroon, Liberia, and Sierra Leone.**”® Trafficked boys are subject to forced labor in
small workshops and as street vendors, while girls who have been trafficked work as domestic
servants and in the informal commercia sector, including in restaurants and market vending.**”’
Children trafficked from Nigeria are found working as mechanics.*®® Children are also
trafficked to Gabon for commercial sexual exploitation. There are reports of girls who were
trafficked for domestic labor escaping their employers and then facing sexual abuse and
exploitation in prostitution.*®”® Poor families in surrounding countries send their children with
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traffickersto live and work in the homes of affluent Gabonese families in exchange for an
education and/or monthly wages. Trafficked children, however, reportedly receive only
rudimentary room and board, are denied educational opportunities, and seldom receive
wages.*® Trafficked children work long hours and are subject to physical abuse.®®

Child Labor Laws and Enfor cement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 16 years. Y ounger children, however, may
work with the consent of the Ministries of Labor, Education, and Public Health. Children
between 14 and 16 years may work as apprentices with permission from the Ministry of National
Education.*®® The employment of children in jobs that are unsuitable for them because of their
age, state, or condition, or that interfere with their education is also prohibited.*®® Children
under 16 years who have been removed from exploitive labor must be placed in appropriate
reception or transit centers.*®®* Children under 18 years are prohibited from working at night in
industrial establishments, except in family enterprises; however, children over 16 years are
permitted to work in certain industries that, by their nature, must be continued at night, such as
the refinement of sugar and firing steel and sheet metal.**> The law imposes a fine for violations
of minimum age laws and a larger fine along with a prison term of 2 to 6 months for repeat
violators.*®%

Gabon’s trafficking law outlines measures to protect children under 18 years from trafficking
and stipulates imprisonment and afine for perpetrators.*®®’ Trafficked children must be
repatriated to their country of origin at the expense of their employer or guardian.*®®® Gabonese
law also prohibits forced labor, slavery, abduction, and pimping.*®®*® The penalty for imposing
forced labor isafine, and recurring violations are punishable with imprisonment for 2 to 6
months and a heavier fine.**® Procurement of aminor for the purpose of prostitution is
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punishable by imprisonment for 2 to 5 years and afine.*®*" The minimum age for voluntary
recruitment into the military is 20 years; there is no conscription.**%

The Government of Gabon purchased 10 patrol boats for its security forces and navy to in part
combat maritime child trafficking, and Gabonese security forces conducted a series of anti-
trafficking sweeps that resulted in suspected traffickers being handed over to prosecutors.’** As
of June 2006, two child trafficking cases were being prosecuted; five individuals remained in
police custody under investigation, and the remaining 15 cases had been dismissed.'%%*

Minimum age laws for the protection of Gabonese children were strictly enforced in urban areas,
but rarely in rural areas.’®® Theoretically, the law also protects foreign children in Gabon, many
who are victims of child trafficking, but these victims rarely report abuse.’®® The Ministry of
Justice is responsible for the enforcement of child labor laws, while the Ministry of Labor is
charged with receiving, investigating, and addressing child labor complaints. However, the U.S.
Department of State reported that the number of |abor inspectors was inadequate, and complaints
were not routinely investigated.**’

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

The government has undertaken several measures to raise awareness of trafficking issues and the
anti-trafficking law, including the organization of town hall meetings by the Ministry of Justice,
extensive coverage of trafficking stories by the government-controlled media, and placement of
anti-trafficking postersin schools and other public venues with the help of UNICEF.***® The
government established a National Programme of Action to combat child trafficking, and a
National Plan to Fight against Child Labor.***

The Government of Gabon participatesin a USD 9.3 million regiona USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC
project to combat the trafficking of children for exploitive labor in West and Central Africa
(LUTRENA) that targets 9,000 children for withdrawal and prevention.”® Additionally, the
Governments of Gabon and Nigeria have a signed agreement that all Nigerian child trafficking
victims are placed directly with the Nigerian Embassy.”®* With funding from the U.S.
Department of State, UNICEF and Caritas Gabon are constructing a shelter for victims of child
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trafficking, which will revert to the government after 5 years.”® UNICEF has also worked to
raise awareness on child trafficking through workshops and seminars, radio and television
messages, and posters.”® In collaboration with UNICEF, the government operates a toll-free
hotline for child trafficking victims. The call center provides trafficking victims with free
transportation to a shelter."*

In July 2006, 24 of the 26 governments represented in the ECOWAS and the ECASS
participated in a Joint Ministerial Conference on Trafficking in Persons held in Nigeriato
develop a common understanding of trafficking in West and Central Africaand to adopt a
common set of strategies against trafficking. During the Ministerial Conference, Gabon was 1 of
24 countries to adopt the Multilateral Cooperative Agreement to Combat Trafficking in Persons,
Especialy Women and Children, in West and Central Africaand the Joint Plan of Action against
Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children in the West and Central African
Regions.>™ Aspart of the Multilateral Cooperative Agreement, the governments agreed to put
into place the child trafficking monitoring system devel oped by the U.S. Department of Labor-
funded, ILO-IPEC LUTRENA project; to improve management and control of borders,
including ensuring that birth certificates and travel identity documents cannot easily be falsified
or altered; to assist each other in the investigation, arrest and prosecution of trafficking
offenders; to protect, rehabilitate and reintegrate trafficking victims; and to improve educational
systems, vocational training and apprenticeships.*"®
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