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Bhutan

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2003, approximately 16.1 percent of boys and 22.7 percent of girls ages 10 to 14 were

working in Bhutan. The majority of working children were found in the agricultural sector (92.2

percent), followed by services (1.9 percent), manufacturing (0.1 percent), and other sectors (5.9

percent).
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Children working in agriculture do so primarily on family farms.

483
Migrant

workers including child workers as young as 11 are found in road construction.
484
Children also

work as doma sellers and as street vendors;
485
according to UNICEF, they are also involved in

commercial sexual exploitation.
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Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor

Percent of children 10-14 estimated as working in 2003: 19.6%
473

Minimum age for admission to work: 18
474

Age to which education is compulsory: 17
475

Free public education: Yes
476

Gross primary enrollment rate: Unavailable

Net primary enrollment rate: Unavailable

Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2003: 69%
477

As of 2000, percent of primary school entrants likely to

reach grade 5: 91%
478

Ratified Convention 138: Non-ILO member
479

Ratified Convention 182: Non-ILO member
480

ILO-IPEC participating country: No
481
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

Bhutanese law prohibits the employment of children and states that candidates seeking

employment shall have attained the age of majority, 18 years, to be eligible for appointment to

any post in a business establishment.
487

The Ministry of Labor reportedly conducts 10 to 15

inspections per week, most of which are in the construction sector, where most foreign child

workers are found.
488
Forced labor is prohibited by Bhutanese law.

489
Bhutanese law also

criminalizes sex crimes and offenses against children.
490
According to the law of Bhutan, child

trafficking has a minimum penalty of 3 years.
491
Prostitution is a felony with penalties varying

according to the age of the child.
492
Children are permitted to enlist in the armed forces at 15

years.
493

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

Research has not identified any policies or programs by the Government of Bhutan to address

exploitive child labor.
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