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Fiji

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in Fiji are unavailable.
1827

  According to 
the Fijian Teachers Association and the Fiji Teachers Union, and based on school attendance and dropout 
rates, it is estimated that 20,000 to 30,000 children work in the informal sector, family businesses and 
family farms.

1828
  Children work in agriculture in Fiji, including in the tobacco sector.

1829
  Other children, 

especially those that are homeless, work in the informal sector and on the streets.  Children shine shoes, 
collect bottles, run errands for restaurants, repair cars, and work as domestics in homes.

1830
  Children on 

the streets are susceptible to commercial sexual exploitation
1831

 and are lured into the commercial sex 
industry by both local and foreign adults wishing to profit from the pornography trade.

1832
   

 
Primary school education is compulsory for children ages 6 to 15.

1833
  In 2001, the gross primary enrollment 

rate was 109 percent, and the net primary enrollment rate was 100 percent.
1834

  Gross and net enrollment 
ratios are based on the number of students formally registered in primary school and therefore do not 
necessarily reflect actual school attendance.  Recent primary school attendance statistics are not available 
for Fiji.

1835
  The cost of transportation and the imposition of fees at some schools are reported to limit 

attendance for some children.
1836

 As of 2000, 88 percent of children who started primary school were likely 
to reach grade 5.

1837
  As it is compulsory for children to attend primary school, some schools put various 
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 This statistic is not available from the data sources that are used in this report.  Reliable data on the worst forms of child labor 
are especially difficult to collect given the often hidden or illegal nature of the worst forms, such as the use of children in the 
illegal drug trade, prostitution, pornography, and trafficking.  As a result, statistics and information on children’s work in general 
are reported in this section.  Such statistics and information may or may not include the worst forms of child labor.  For more 
information on the definition of working children and other indicators used in this report, please see the section in the front of the 
report titled “Data Sources and Definitions.” 
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forms of pressure on the children to pay a fee.  If the children do not pay the fee, they can be sent home, 
prevented from enrolling in the next school year, or barred from taking external exams.

1838
 

 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The worst forms of child labor may be prosecuted under different statutes in Fiji.  The Employment 
Ordinance states no child under the age of 12 years shall be employed in any capacity whatsoever.  The 
Employment Act sets the minimum ages for employment, with children defined as being less than 15 
years of age.  The Act also establishes that children between 12 and 15 years cannot work under harsh 
working conditions or where there are long hours, night work, or hard or heavy work.

1839
  The 

Constitution prohibits forced labor,
1840

 and the Penal Code prohibits the sale or hiring of minors less than 
16 years of age for prostitution.

1841
  Currently, there is no law concerning the minimum age of conscription 

into the military.  The minimum age for voluntary military service is 18 years of age.
1842

  The U.S. 
Department of State has reported that the country’s child labor laws and enforcement mechanisms are 
insufficient.

1843
 

 

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

A committee with a broad range of members, including the 
Ministry of Labor, Ministry of Women, Ministry of 
Education, Ministry of Information, the ILO, the Fiji Police 
Force, employers’ and workers’ organizations, and UNICEF 
was formed in June 2005 to focus on issues of the elimination 
of the worst forms of child labor.  The committee will 
develop programs to address child labor issues in Fiji and in 
other Pacific Island countries.

1844
 

 
The Government of Fiji receives bilateral assistance for the 
country’s development strategy from donor agencies such as Australia’s International Aid and 
Development Agency (AusAID) and New Zealand’s International Aid and Development Agency 
(NZAID) to implement new programs in the education sector, particularly in rural and peri-urban 
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Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by 
Governments 

Ratified Convention 138        1/3/2003  

Ratified Convention 182        4/17/2002  

ILO-IPEC Associated Member                

National Plan for Children  

National Child Labor Action Plan  

Sector Action Plan    
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areas.
1845

  The Government of Fiji has several ongoing education programs being funded by AusAID: the 
Lautoka Teachers College Upgrade (2002-2005); the Fiji Education Sector Program (2003-2008); and the 
Rural Schools Infrastructure Project (ongoing).  These projects are intended to train primary school 
teachers; improve the delivery and quality of educational services; and improve access to schools in rural 
areas.

1846
  NZAID provides the Government of Fiji with resources to support primary school education.

1847
 

 
Save the Children Fiji cooperates with the Ministry of Education to identify schools in need of textbooks 
and provides money to these schools to purchase textbooks.  Children from families with financial need 
are given school subsidies so that the children have access to books.

1848
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