SURINAME

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Suriname developed a Policy Plan Concerning Children 2002-2006, which addresses the
worst forms of child labor and child policy in general.*** In 2001, the ILO initiated a two-year project to identify,
eliminate, and prevent the worst forms of child labor in the English and Dutch-speaking Caribbean through the
development of national and sub-regional capacities to implement ILO Convention 182. As part of this effort, a
survey to assess the situation of children working in mining, agriculture, and other worst forms of child labor in
Suriname was released in 2003.*'% The government’s Bureau for Child Rights, which became operational in June
2001,*3* works with UNICEEF to address the violation of children’s rights and to promote educational opportuni-

ties.*1%

The Justice Department has conducted an inventory of national legislation on child abuse and exploitation to en-
sure its conformity with the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Chil-
dren, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography.*** The Bureau for Child Development, an office within the
Foundation for Human Development, provides training to the Department of Justice, the police and health work-
ers to sensitize them about child rights and child abuse. This exercise is now a standard component of police cadet
training.*"”” The Ministry of Social Affairs and Housing provides child allowances, free medical care and subsidies

for school uniforms, shoes and supplies for targeted low-income households.*'?*

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2001, the ILO reported that less than 1 percent of children ages 10 to 14 years in Suriname were working.*'*

According to the ILO child labor assessment, children work in agriculture, fishing, timber production, mining, do-
mestic service in third-party homes, construction, the furniture industry, and as vendors selling a variety of
goods.* " The report found that while hours of work vary substantially, some children work more than five hours
per day. Children also work without adult supervision in some cases.***  Children working in mining are ex-
posed to dangerous substances such as mercury.*'*
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The Constitution of Suriname mandates free and compulsory primary education.*** Under the Compulsory

School Attendance Act, children in Suriname must be provided with the opportunity to attend school between
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ages 7 and 12. In 2000, the net primary attendance rate was 77.5 percent. School attendance in the rural inte-

rior, which was 61.2 percent, is significantly lower than in the rest of the country.*"** In 2000, 84 percent of chil-
dren who entered the first grade of primary school reached the fifth grade.*'”” Problems in the education system
include inefficient allocation of resources, lack of accountability for teachers, very limited monitoring of school

performance, low quality, high repetition rates, and high dropout rates at the secondary school level.***  In addi-
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tion, school is taught in Dutch and many students do not speak Dutch at home. Although the government

covers the majority of primary school costs, parents must pay school registration fees and provide school supplies
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and uniforms, which are barriers to education for poor and large families. Lack of transportation, facilities, and

teachers poses barriers to school attendance.*"’

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Labor Act sets the minimum age for employment at 14 years.*'>> Under Article 18 of the Labor Act, children
who have reached age 12 may work if it is necessary for training or is specifically designed for children, does not

require much physical or mental exertion, and is not dangerous.**® Article 20 of the Labor Act prohibits children

from performing night work or work that is dangerous to their health, life or morals.*>*

1,**¢ and procuring a minor child for sexual ac-
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The Constitution prohibits forced labor.*'> Prostitution is illega
tivities is prohibited by the Criminal Code.*"®” The legal age for sexual consent is 14 years.
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The country’s Labor Inspection Office, in cooperation with the Juvenile Police Division, enforces child labor
laws.*>” Although the government has enacted laws to combat child labor, enforcement remedies are not adequate,
partly because there are too few labor inspectors and a penalty structure that fails to deter employers.*'* About 20
labor inspections are conducted in Suriname annually; no violations of child labor laws were discovered in
2002.*1%" The Labor Inspection office, however, does not enforce the laws in the informal sector.*'%?

The Government of Suriname has not ratified ILO Convention 138 or ILO Convention 1824163
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