Fiji
Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Fiji has not ratified ILO Conventions No. 138 or 182, but has ratified
the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child. Before the May 19, 2000, armed civilian take-
over of Parliament, the government was considering ratifying Convention No. 182, but final
action has been placed on hold. The Fiji Law Reform Commission has authored an Employment
Act containing provisions for child labor, minimum ages for employment, and proscriptions
against hazardous work, but the draft legislation has not been tabled for action due to a govern-
ment coup in May 2000.°° As part of Australia’s plan of action against Sexual Exploitation of
Children, the Government of Fiji signed an MOU with the Australian Government for joint action
to combat child sexual abuse, including cooperative law enforcement mechanisms.’”® The Minis-
try of Education is working with Save the Children Fund to compile data on school enrollment,
attendance, completion and dropout rates.””!

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in Fiji are unavailable.
Reports indicate that child labor exists, particularly in the informal sector.””? Children work on
family farms or businesses, as domestic servants, as shoe shiners, or in car repair shops.’”
Homeless children also work in the informal sector,’™ and the number of street children in Suva
is reported to be growing.’”® Children are also lured into the commercial sex industry.*”
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Primary school education is compulsory for eight years.””” In 1998, the gross primary
enrollment rate was 110.5 percent, and the net primary enrollment rate was 99.4 percent.”’”® Atten-
dance is decreasing due to security concerns and the burden of school fees, often due to the cost of
transport. Following the government coup in May 2000, more than 5,000 students were reported to
have left school.””

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Employment Act sets the minimum age for employment at 12 years, and establishes
that working children between the ages of 12 and 15 years of age are prohibited from harsh condi-
tions, long hours, and night work.’®® The Constitution prohibits forced labor.”®' The Penal Code
prohibits the sale or hiring of minors under 16 years of age for prostitution.”®* There is no enforce-
ment mechanism written into legislation relating to child labor.”®® Fiji ratified ILO Convention 182
on April 17, 2002, but has not ratified ILO Convention 138.7%
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