
Central African Republic

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

In 1998 the government, local NGOs and unions established a network to fight against the

worst forms of child labor.482  Other efforts have been hampered by the country’s faltering

economy, which was further exacerbated following a failed coup attempt in May 2001, forcing the

government to slash its already small budget by one-third.483

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, UNICEF estimated that 63.5 percent of children between the ages of 5 and 14 in

the Central African Republic were working.484  Child labor is widespread, especially in rural areas,

and some children work long hours at young ages.485   Children work in agriculture, mining,

domestic services, cattle raising, and street vending.486  Some girls reportedly engage in prostitu-

tion.487

Public education is free, and education is compulsory from ages 6 to 14.488  AIDS-related

deaths have taken a heavy toll on teachers, contributing to the closure of more than 100 primary

schools between 1996 and 1998.489  In 1991, the gross primary enrollment rate was 56.9 percent.490
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In 2000, the net primary enrollment rate for children between the ages of 6 and 11 was 43 per-

cent.491  Primary school attendance rates are unavailable for the Central African Republic. While

enrollment rates indicate a level of commitment to education, they do not always reflect children’s

participation in school.492  The educational system’s meager budget and salary arrears have resulted

in a shortage of teachers and an increase in the number of street children.493  The percentage of the

national budget allocated to education, which traditionally stood at less than 12 percent, increased

to 18 percent in the late 1990s. According to the government, it will further increase to 25 percent

by 2010.494

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Labor Code sets the minimum age for employment at 14, with the exception that

children who are at least 12 may engage in light work in traditional agricultural activities or

domestic work.495  Children under 18 are forbidden to perform hazardous work or to work at

night.496  The Labor Code prohibits all forced labor.497  Enforcement of the labor laws is poor due to

a lack of sufficient resources by the government.498  The Central African Republic ratified ILO

Convention 138 and ILO Convention 182 on June 28, 2000.499
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