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Blue Ridge Advances Opportunities

The goal of the WORC grants is to create economic prosperity
and gainful employment opportunities for eligible residents in
impacted ARC and DRA regions, enabling them to remain and
thrive in these communities.

The Blue Ridge Advances Opportunities project coalesces
lessons learned and a foundation in strategic implementation of
key activities aimed at addressing gaps in serving disadvantaged
populations to meet the three principles of WORC. The Good
Jobs Principles that inform this project design are: (1) Recruitment
and Hiring, particularly around working with employers to provide
supports for transitioning workers in recovery into the workforce
and meaningful employment; (2) Organizational Culture where the
project will promote inclusive opportunities and ways for
employers to provide two-way communication, especially with
ongoing supports that might be needed to reduce barriers to labor
force attachment; and (3) Skills and Career Advancement where
disadvantaged populations can participate in skills acquisition and
translation of those skills to career pathways and engagement of
the higher paying jobs in the Blue Ridge community.
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