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	PURPOSE:  To inform the staff of OA and the State Apprenticeship Agencies (SAA), Registered Apprenticeship program sponsors, Registered Apprenticeship partners, and other interested parties of OA’s decision to rescind, in accordance with the mandate contained in Executive Order 13891, previously-issued guidance documents in the form of bulletins that OA has determined are no longer valid, are outdated, or do not serve an appropriate or useful purpose. 

BACKGROUND:  On October 9, 2019, President Donald J. Trump issued Executive Order 13891, Promoting the Rule of Law Through Improved Agency Guidance Documents (84 FR 55235).  Pursuant to this mandate, the U.S. Department of Labor and its constituent agencies, offices, and bureaus have undertaken a comprehensive review of previously-issued guidance documents to determine whether such guidance aligns with existing law and Administration policy and otherwise serves an appropriate and useful purpose.  The objective of this extensive vetting process has been to identify those sub-regulatory guidance documents that satisfy the criteria established by Executive Order 13891 and that remain valid and operational.  
To implement this mandate, the Department has also established a searchable, indexed website (at https://www.dol.gov/guidance) listing agency sub-regulatory guidance documents that are valid and remain in effect; the process of identifying these documents is ongoing, and the Department’s website reflects decisions to retain guidance that have been made to date.  Conversely, previously-issued guidance that is outdated, superseded, invalid, unhelpful, confusing, redundant, outside the Department’s role, or contrary to law or policy is being rescinded or modified by the Department and its agencies.  

When promulgating policy guidance for use by the staff of OA and the State Apprenticeship Agencies (SAA), Registered Apprenticeship program sponsors, Registered Apprenticeship partners, and other interested parties, OA has ordinarily issued such guidance in the form of circulars.  However, it has come to OA’s attention that a small number of OA’s bulletins – which are typically issued to publicize the registration or revision of apprenticeship programs – have been erroneously utilized on occasion as vehicles for announcing policy-oriented guidance.  Accordingly, as part of the Department’s review of guidance documents mandated by Executive Order 13891, OA has also conducted a careful, good faith review of its previously-issued bulletins to determine which of these documents remain valid and suitable for retention, and which of these are appropriate for immediate rescission. 
Having completed this review, OA has determined that the previously-issued bulletins listed in the table below are no longer valid, and should be rescinded forthwith:

Bulletin

Title

2009-11

New National Trainee Apprenticeship Preparation Standards

2011-02

Process for State Apprenticeship Agency to Maintain Status as a Registration Agency, for Federal Purposes, Pending Attainment of Compliance with 29 CFR part 29
2011-07

Program Performance-Calculation of Registered Apprenticeship Program Completion Rates

ACTION:  In accordance with the mandate concerning agency guidance documents contained in Executive Order 13891, OA hereby invalidates and rescinds the previously-issued bulletins listed in the table above.  Please note, however, that previously-issued OA bulletins that still constitute valid guidance and which remain in effect are being catalogued on the Department’s website at https://www.dol.gov/guidance.  OA staff should familiarize themselves with the information contained in this Circular.

EFFECTIVE DATE:  The rescission of the previously-issued OA bulletins listed in the table above is effective immediately.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:  Natalie Linton, Program Analyst, at 202-693-3592.  




