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  Administration
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	Distribution:
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	Subject:  Revision to an Existing  Apprenticeable Occupation:  
Central Sterile Processing Technician

Code: 200.1     

	Symbols: DPQSP/DMc
	
	Action: Immediate

	PURPOSE:  To inform the staff of OA, State Apprenticeship Agencies (SAA), Registered Apprenticeship program sponsors, and other Registered Apprenticeship partners of  a revision to an existing apprenticeable occupation: 
    
Central Sterile Processing Technician
O*NET-SOC Code:  31-9093.00
RAPIDS Code:  1133CB
Term: Competency-based
Type of Training:  Competency-based

BACKGROUND:  The Central Sterile Processing Technician occupation was submitted for a revision by Ms. Tricia “Lee” Reynolds, Multi State Navigator and Mr. John Martinez, ATR, Region I, on behalf of the Healthcare Care Advancement Program (H-CAP), and was approved by the OA Administrator on March 12, 2018.

The occupation, Central Sterile Processing Technician was revised to add an additional training approach - competency-based.  The Central Sterile Processing Technician:  
· Works in hospitals, surgical centers, dental offices, outpatient clinics and treatment centers to clean and sterilize, install and prepare medical instruments and equipment; 
· Assists in infection control; 
· Ensures that care providers have ample access to clean, functional sterile equipment; and
· May perform routine laboratory tasks and operate or inspect equipment. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. John Martinez at (732) 750-0767 or Doug McPherson, Apprenticeship and Training Representative, Division of Program Quality, Standards and Policy at (202) 693-3783.

ACTION:  OA staff should familiarize themselves with this bulletin and the attached Work Process Schedule and Related Instruction Outline, as a source for developing apprenticeship standards and/or providing technical assistance.

NOTE:  This bulletin is being sent via electronic mail.
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WORK PROCESS SCHEDULE

Central Sterile Processing Technician

O*NET-SOC CODE: 31-9093.00   RAPIDS CODE: 1133 CB





		WORK PROCESSES



		

I. Cleaning, decontamination and disinfection of surgical equipment and instruments

a. Maintain the work environment in a safe, clean and orderly fashion

b. Prepare working area for decontamination

c. Prepare quality tests to ensure proper equipment operation; repair, service or obtain professional vendor services as needed

d. Separate disposable from non-disposable items and dispose of expendable supplies properly

e. Prepare items for decontamination and conduct decontamination procedures





		

II. Preparation, packaging and sterilization of surgical equipment

a. Inspect items for cleanliness, functionality and integrity

b. Assemble items for packaging and sterilization

c. Transfer and sterilize items safely and accurately

d. Maintain personal health and safety as well as team/environment health and safety





		

III. Sterilize instruments and equipment properly, fully and in accordance with standard operating procedures and/or manufacturer recommendations (IFUs)

a. Prepare work area and test sterilizer function

b. Select appropriate sterilizer equipment, packaging and methods based on equipment, instruments and standard operating procedures

c. Load sterilizer properly, use correct cycle settings

d. Ensure integrity and effectiveness of sterilization process

e. Store sterilized instruments and equipment properly



a. 



		IV. Manage inventory and restocking according to established protocols; participate in team and department functions

a. Maintain safe, clean and orderly storage environment 

b. Stock, rotate, inspect, confirm, distribute and monitor usage of items

c. Demonstrate strong customer relations skills

d. Participate in department organization and functions



· 



		

V. Maintain, clean, procure and distribute patient care equipment

a. Ordering, processing and receiving rental equipment

b. Assemble equipment for distribution

c. Deliver equipment as per company policies and protocols

d. Maintain and inspect equipment, send for repair as necessary





		Approximate time to achieve competency:   1+ years







NOTE: The above Work Processes are intended as a guide. It is understood that the scope of practice and the application of learned skills may vary by State and employer. The above Work Processes are core competencies. Additional or comparable skills and or clinical practice may be required based on employer needs and/or certification/licensing requirements.






VI. RELATED INSTRUCTION OUTLINE  (see below) 



Related Instruction

These courses or course content can be completed before or during the apprenticeship program, determined by the local apprenticeship committee or partner.  It is recognized that the content outlined below may be delivered through different courses provided by different educational institutions and training providers.

		Course Subject Areas (titles may vary)



		Medical/Surgical Terminology



		Anatomy and Physiology



		Microbiology 



		Infection Prevention and Control



		Cleaning and Decontamination



		Disinfection



		Surgical Instrumentation



		Complex Surgical Instrumentation



		Sterile Packaging and Storage



		High Temperature Sterilization



		Low temperature Sterilization



		Inventory Management



		Management of Patient Care Equipment



		Quality Assurance



		Safety



		Communications and Human Relations Skills



		Others as determined by local apprenticeship committee and approval of NJATC



		Approximate Hours: 144  hours or more, based on local scope of practice, education provider and employer requirements










Central Sterile Processing Technician

Task and Competency Verification Checklist



Each employer, partnership, and/or JATC will determine the appropriate examples of each core competence. The list below each core competence should be completed depending on state scope of practice and employer requirements.  



Field Training – Mentor/Journeyworker has provided training and demonstration of task to the apprentice.

Demonstrates Fundamentals – Apprentice can perform the task with some coaching.

Proficient in Task – Apprentice performs task properly and consistently.

Completion Date – Date apprentice completes final demonstration of competency.





		Core Competence

		Initial and date in the box when complete

		



		Cleaning, decontamination and disinfection of surgical equipment and instruments

		Field Training

		Demonstrates Fundamentals

		Proficient in Task

		Completion Date



		Maintain the work environment in a safe, clean and orderly fashion

		

		

		

		



		Prepare working area for decontamination

		

		

		

		



		Prepare quality tests to ensure proper equipment operation; repair, service or obtain professional vendor services as needed

		

		

		

		



		Separate disposable from non-disposable items and dispose of expendable supplies properly

		

		

		

		



		Prepare items for decontamination and conduct decontamination procedures

		

		

		

		



		Preparation, packaging and sterilization of surgical equipment

		Field Training

		Demonstrates Fundamentals

		Proficient in Task

		Completion Date



		Inspect items for cleanliness, functionality and integrity

		

		

		

		



		Assemble items for packaging and sterilization

		

		

		

		



		Transfer and sterilize items safely and accurately

		

		

		

		



		Maintain personal health and safety as well as team/environment health and safety

		

		

		

		



		Sterilize instruments and equipment properly, fully and in accordance with standard operating procedures and/or manufacturer recommendations  (IFUs)

		Field Training

		Demonstrates Fundamentals

		Proficient in Task

		Completion Date



		Prepare work area and test sterilizer function

		

		

		

		



		Select appropriate sterilizer equipment, packaging and methods based on equipment, instruments and standard operating procedures

		

		

		

		



		Load sterilizer properly, use correct cycle settings

		

		

		

		



		Ensure integrity and effectiveness of sterilization process

		

		

		

		



		Store sterilized instruments and equipment properly

		

		

		

		



		Manage inventory and restocking according to established protocols; participate in team and department functions

		Field Training

		Demonstrates Fundamentals

		Proficient in Task

		Completion Date



		Maintain safe, clean and orderly storage environment 

		

		

		

		



		Stock, rotate, inspect, confirm, distribute and monitor usage of items

		

		

		

		



		Demonstrate strong customer relations skills

		

		

		

		



		Participate in department organization and functions

		

		

		

		



		Maintain, clean, procure and distribute patient care equipment

		Field Training

		Demonstrates Fundamentals

		Proficient in Task

		Completion Date



		Ordering, processing and receiving rental equipment

		

		

		

		



		Assemble equipment for distribution

		

		

		

		



		Deliver equipment as per company policies and protocols

		

		

		

		



		Maintain and inspect equipment, and send for repair as necessary
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