 BULLETIN 2020-20                      
October 31, 2019
	U.S. Department of Labor

Employment and Training Administration, Office of 
Apprenticeship (OA) 

Washington, D.C.  20210
	Distribution:

A-541 Hdqtrs

A-544 All Field Tech

A-547 SD+RD+SAA+; Lab.Com

	Subject:  New Apprenticeable Occupation:  Water Distribution Operator
Code:  200.1     

	Symbols:  DRAP/KAJ
	
	Action:  Immediate

	PURPOSE:  To inform the staff of OA, State Apprenticeship Agencies (SAA), Registered Apprenticeship program sponsors, and other Registered Apprenticeship partners of the following new apprenticeable occupation: 
                                          Water Distribution Operator
                                          O*NET-SOC CODE:  47-2152.00
                                          RAPIDS Code:  2092
                                          Training Term:  6000 Hours   

                                          Type of Training:  Time-based     

BACKGROUND:  Ms. Jenny Puffer, Director of Water Distribution on behalf of The Des Moines Water Works submitted the following occupation:  Water Distribution Operator for apprenticeability determination.  The OA Administrator approved this occupation on October 25, 2019.
Water Distribution Operator performs the following duties: 
· Installs and connects water mains, water services, fire hydrants, and valves according to construction drawings using hand tools, equipment and materials;
· Perform valve and hydrant maintenance and inspection, operating valves using proper procedures and torque tables, cleaning and repairing valve boxes; and
· Repairs broken water mains and service connections under routine or emergency conditions and restores the area by using various hand tools.
Water Distribution Operator will be added to the List of Occupations Recognized as Apprenticeable by OA when the list is reissued.  A suggested Work Process Schedule and Related Instruction Outline are attached.

ACTION:  OA staff should familiarize themselves with this bulletin and the attached Work Process Schedules and Related Instruction Outlines, as a source for developing apprenticeship standards and/or providing technical assistance. 
If you have any questions, please, contact Kirk Jefferson, Apprenticeship and Training Representative at 202-693-3399.
NOTE:  This bulletin is being sent via electronic mail.

Attachment  
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WORK PROCESS SCHEDULE

WATER DISTRIBUTION OPERATOR 

O*NET-SOC CODE:  47-2152.00   RAPIDS CODE:  2092





Description:  Water Distribution Operator is responsible for maintaining the water distribution system, including pipes, hydrants, and valves, as well as maintaining the water quality in the distribution system.  This position repairs broken water mains and service connections under routine or emergency conditions and restores the area by using various hand tools.  They perform valve and hydrant maintenance and inspection, operating valves using proper procedures and torque tables, cleaning and repairing valve boxes, and determining the source of malfunction.  This position installs and connects water mains, water services, fire hydrants, and valves according to construction drawings using hand tools, equipment and materials as required.  They often work in excavations in the right-of-way, needing to understand proper shoring and to set-up and monitor traffic control devices at the job site to ensure safety of themselves and the public.



APPROXIMATE

HOURS



On-the-Job Learning		



Operate and maintain distribution system piping and appurtenances			4000

· Pipe Materials (type, class, restraint, fittings)

· Valves (types, operation, maintenance)

· Hydrants (types, operation, maintenance)

· Hand Tool and Hand Power Tool Usage

· Vehicle and Equipment Operation (dump trucks, hydrant crane, valve operator)



Water Quality									700

· Flushing and Pitot Readings

· Sampling (Turbidity and Chlorine)

· Water Outage Procedures



Safety										300

· General Safety

· Personal Protective Equipment

· Excavation Safety

· Competent Person

· Traffic Control

· Utility Locates



Administration									1000

· Water Outage Procedures

· Customer Notification

· Boil Advisories

· Mapping System (Geographic Information Systems)

· Maintenance Logs (InfraMap)

· Work Orders (Enterprise Asset Management)

	Total Hours									6000




RELATED INSTRUCTION OUTLINE

WATER DISTRIBUTION SPECIALIST

O*NET-SOC CODE:  47-2152.00   RAPIDS CODE:  2092



	APPROXIMATE

	HOURS



		Water Distribution Systems I

		75



		Water Distribution Systems II

		75



		Water Treatment

		75



		Operator Math

		30



		Equipment Operation

		30



		Equipment Maintenance

		90



		Water Quality

		90



		Total Hours

		465
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