U.S. Department of Labor
Disability Employment Initiative Cooperative Agreements

Kansas
Grantee: Kansas Department of Commerce
Location of Grant Activities: Two of the five local Workforce Investment Boards (to be determined)
Award Amount: $1,879,459
Period of Performance: Three Years

Key Partnerships: Independent Living Resource Centers, Community Mental Health Centers, Community
Developmental Disability Organizations, Kansas Assistive Technology Cooperative, Cerebral Palsy Research
Foundation, Social and Rehabilitation Services, Commission on Disability Concerns, Business Leadership
Network, Department of Corrections, Veterans Employment and Training Services.

Project Description: The Kansas Department of Commerce will build upon past successes to develop and
implement sound recruiting, training and placement practices for people with disabilities. Their strategic
approach incorporates strong partnerships leading to systemic and sustainable change in workforce service
delivery for adults with disabilities. Kansas considers its workforce system a leader in serving people with
disabilities, including meeting accessibility and communication requirements along with video conferencing
equipment located across the state’s workforce centers which allows their Disability Employment Initiative
to reach participants in remote areas.

In addition to reinforcing strong partnership collaboration through deployment of Integrated Resource
Teams, the Kansas Workforce Services will focus on resource and funding integration, self-employment,
and asset development strategies. Programmatic design will be focused on supported employment,
computer training, self-employment support systems, financial education and services, and employer and
provider recruitment. Another key strategy includes short-term On-the-Job Training opportunities to
engage employers in the hiring process. The Kansas Department of Commerce Workforce Services division
will also become an Employment Network under the Ticket to Work Program.

Contact: David Brennan
(785) 296-7715
dbrennan@kansascommerce.com



