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Dominica

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor"”

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 85.7
2006:

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2006: 77.3
Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2006: 89.3

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

No changes have been recorded since the last
reporting period regarding the incidence and
nature of child labor in Dominica.*
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

No changes have been recorded since the last
reporting period regarding child labor laws and
enforcement in Dominica.*

Current Government Policies and Programs
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

Research has not identified any policies or
programs by the Government of Dominica to
address exploitive child labor during the
reporting period.
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* Because of extremely limited information, a
determination was made that USDOL would publish
full reports on 9 countries and 18 territories, including
the country or territory covered here, once every
5 years. For this reason, this report includes shortened
profiles for these countries and territories, containing
only new information published during the reporting
period. For extended profiles on these countries and
territories, please see The Department of Labor’s 2005
Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor. The next

extended profiles on these countries and territories
should appear in The Department of Labor’s 2010
Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor.

"% For statistical data not cited here, see the Data

Sources and Definitions section.

Dominican Republic

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor™

Population, children, 10-14 years, 2005: 1,035,151
Working children, 10-14 years (%), 2005: 5.8
Working boys, 10-14 years (%), 2005: 9.0
Working girls, 10-14 years (%), 2005: 2.7
Working children by sector, 10-14 years
(%), 2005:

- Agriculture 18.5

- Manufacturing 9.8

- Services 57.5

- Other 14.2
Minimum age for work: 14
Compulsory education age: 14
Free public education: Yes
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 106.8
2007:
Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2007: 82.4
School attendance, children 5-14 years 96.3
(%), 2005:
Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2005: 68.4
ILO Convention 138: 6/15/1999
ILO Convention 182: 11/15/2000
CRC: 6/11/1991
CRCOPAC: No
CRCOPSC: 12/6/2006*
Palermo: 2/5/2008
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes

*Accession
Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Most work performed by children in the
Dominican Republic is in the informal sector.™”
In wurban areas, children work primarily in
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services, construction, transportation, and
tourism; in rural areas, children work mostly in
agriculture."” Children work in the production of
coffee, rice, sugarcane, tomatoes, potatoes, and
garlic where they are exposed to pesticides, sharp
tools, heavy machinery, harsh conditions, and
long hours.””  Children have been reported
mining for larimar stones as they can fit into small
spaces and mine faster than adults."” Children
also work as domestic servants."” The Ministry
of Education has indicated that in areas where the
incidence of child labor is high, only about half
the children attend school."*

Migrants from Haiti, including children, work in
agriculture and construction; Haitian children
plant and cut sugarcane."” Many Haitian adults
and children live in sugarcane worker villages
referred to as “bateyes,” which lack adequate
housing conditions, access to medical services,
and other basic needs, and are rife with exploitive
child labor." Dominican-born children from
parents of Haitian descent are regularly denied
citizenship or legal identity documents which
preclude access to education beyond the fourth
grade, formal sectors jobs, and other basic
rights.""

The commercial sexual exploitation of children is
a problem, especially in tourist locations and
major urban areas. Dominican Government
officials have stated that economic need
contributes to child prostitution." The
Dominican Republic is a source and destination
country for the trafficking of children for
commercial sexual exploitation.”” Children are





