
 210

Mali 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

The majority of economically active children in 
Mali work in the agricultural sector.2154 Children, 
including street children, work within informal 
urban sectors in such activities as begging, 
portering, and car window washing.2155  Children 
work in hazardous conditions in garages, forges, 
workshops, and gold mines, which include 
working underground and exposure to chemicals 
such as mercury.2156  The practice of sending boys to 
Koranic teachers to receive education is a tradition 
in various countries, including Mali.2157   While 
some boys receive lessons, many are forced by their 
teachers to beg and surrender the money that they 
have earned.2158  A UNICEF study in Mopti 
reported that children spend more time begging or 
working in fields than learning from 

their teachers.2159  Children, especially girls, work as 
domestic servants; which a government study 
found increased the risk of sexual exploitation.2160  
There are also reports of commercial sexual 
exploitation of children, especially girls in hotels, 
restaurants, and brothels.2161 
 
Mali is an origin, transit, and destination country 
for children trafficked for forced labor and 
commercial sexual exploitation, though most 
trafficking is internal.  Children have been 
trafficked internally to the central regions to work 
in rice fields. 2162  Boys have been trafficked to work 
in agriculture, gold mining, and begging.2163  Boys 
have also been trafficked to Senegal for the 
purposes of forced begging.2164  Children, especially 
girls, are trafficked to Guinea to work as domestic 
workers.2165  Children are trafficked to Côte d’Ivoire 
to work as domestic servants, in mines, and on 
plantations; especially on coffee, cotton, and cocoa 
farms.2166  Children are trafficked from Burkina Faso 
to Mali for the purposes of mining and domestic 
servitude.2167 Children are also trafficked from 
Benin for the purpose of domestic service, as well 
as forced labor in mines, on plantations, and as 
street hawkers.2168 There are likewise reports of 
children being trafficked through Mali on their way 
to Europe.2169 For example, Ivorian boys have been 
trafficked to Mali with the lure of European soccer 
jobs.2170 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The minimum age for employment and 
apprenticeship is 14 years.2171  The law allows 
children 12 to 14 years to be employed in light 
domestic or seasonal work, such as on plantations, 
with the express authorization of their parents or 
guardians if they work in the same establishment 
as their parents or guardians.  However, these 
children may not be employed for more than 
4.5 hours per day or 2 hours per day if they are in 
school, and in all cases these children are 
prohibited from working on Sundays or 
holidays.2172  Children under 18 years are not 
allowed to engage in work that threatens their 
safety or morals, exceeds 8 hours per day or their 
physical capacity, or occurs at night.2173   

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
2153

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 65.8 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 66.6 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 64.9 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%), 2005: 

 

- Agriculture 58.2 

- Manufacturing 1.9 

- Services 39.5 

- Other 0.4 

Minimum age for work: 14 

Compulsory education age: 12* 

Free public education: Yes** 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 
2005: 

77 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 59 

School attendance, children 5-14 years 
(%), 2005: 

44.8 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2004: 87 

ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes 

*According to the law, children have the right to 9 
years of school 

**Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses 
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The law prohibits forced or obligatory labor.2174  It 
also makes child trafficking punishable by 5 to 20 
years of imprisonment.2175  The Government 
requires that Malian children under 18 years carry 
travel documents in an effort to slow cross-border 
trafficking.2176  The law establishes penalties for 
sexual exploitation, abuse and carnal knowledge of 
any person under the age of 15.2177  The minimum 
age for both voluntary recruitment and military 
conscription is 18 years.2178 
 
Inspectors from the Ministry of Employment and 
Civil Service conduct surprise and complaint-based 
inspections in the formal sector, but according to 
USDOS, lack of resources limit the frequency and 
effectiveness of monitoring and enforcement of 
child labor laws.2179  In the past year, five cases that 
were investigated were referred to the courts, four 
of which involved charges of commercial sexual 
exploitation of children.2180  The Ministry for the 
Promotion of Women, Children, and Family is the 
lead ministry combating trafficking.2181  Security 
forces investigated and arrested several traffickers, 
but as of this report, no prosecutions were reported 
as completed.2182 
 
Mali was 1 of 24 countries to adopt the Multilateral 
Cooperation Agreement to Combat Trafficking in 
Persons and the Joint Plan of Action against 
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children, in West and Central African Regions.2183 
As part of the Multilateral Cooperation Agreement, 
the governments agreed to use the child trafficking 
monitoring system developed by the USDOL-
funded ILO-IPEC LUTRENA project; assist each 
other in the investigation, arrest and prosecution of 
trafficking offenders; and protect, rehabilitate, and 
reintegrate trafficking victims.2184   

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

In 2007, the Government of Mali finalized and 
signed the United Nations Development Assistance 
Framework (UNDAF), which defines concrete 
outcomes for the United Nations System agencies 
in Mali for the period of 2008 through 2012.  The 
framework specifically targets measures at children 
who are victims of trafficking.2185  The Ministry for 
the Promotion of Women, Children, and Family 
working with IPEC undertook awareness raising 
activities, such as the week-long National 

Campaign Against Child Labor.2186  Labor 
inspectors also received training on preventing 
child labor abuses.2187   
 
The Ministry for the Promotion of Women, 
Children, and Family and the Ministry of Labor 
and Civil Service cooperated with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Territorial 
Administration to develop a program of 
identification, rehabilitation, education of the 
population, and strengthening of the legal system’s 
stance on the trafficking of minors.2188  The 
Government also provides temporary shelter and 
protection to trafficking victims at welcome centers 
in several cities and helps child trafficking victims 
return to their families.2189  Malian officials also 
worked with government authorities from Senegal 
and Guinea-Bissau to repatriate trafficked 
children.2190 
 
Mali is participating in a USD 3.5 million ILO-IPEC 
Timebound Preparation project, funded by USDOL 
that aims to withdraw 3,000 children and prevent 
6,000 children from exploitive work in agriculture, 
mining, the informal urban sector, domestic 
service, and commercial sexual exploitation.2191 
 
In 2007, Mali also participated in the Combating 
Trafficking in Children for Labor Exploitation in 
West and Central Africa, Phases 1 & 2 (LUTRENA) 
regional project, funded by USDOL at USD 9.28 
million and implemented by ILO-IPEC, to combat 
the trafficking of children for exploitive labor.  
During Phase II, from July 2001 to December 2007 
(when the project ended) the project withdrew 
4,240 children and prevented 7,213 children from 
trafficking in the region.2192  The Government also 
participated in a USDOL-funded Education 
Initiative project implemented by CARE to increase 
access to basic quality education for children at risk 
of being trafficked in Mali.  This project also ended 
in December and prevented 6,044 children from 
trafficking and exploitive child labor.2193  The 
Government of Mali also participated in the 
Community Based Innovations to Reduce Child 
Labor through Education (CIRCLE) global project 
funded by USDOL at 8.1 million and USAID at 
USD 500,000 and implemented by Winrock 
International and various community-based 
organizations.2194 
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The Government of Mali likewise participated in a 
USAID project that is educating families in five 
villages on the methods used by child traffickers.2195  
Mali cooperated on a French-funded, USD 3.1 
million, regional ILO-IPEC project that worked on 
eliminating child labor through 2007.  Additionally, 
Mali continues to participate in a USD 4.9 million 
French-funded, regional ILO-IPEC project that runs 
until December 31, 2009.2196 Both of these projects 
include measures aimed at improving vocational 
training and apprenticeships as well as capacity 
building.2197 
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