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Lebanon

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

According to a 2000 Government of Lebanon study
supported by ILO-IPEC, there is a higher
prevalence of working children in poor rural areas
of the country.”™ Children work under hazardous
conditions in several sectors, including metal
works, construction, automobile repair, equipment
installation and maintenance, painting, street work,
carpentry, construction, welding, and seasonal
agriculture.”” The 2000 Government assessment
estimated that of the 100,000 working children in
Lebanon, 25,000 children were working in tobacco
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cultivation; the majority of whom worked for
family enterprises and were unpaid.”® Non-
Lebanese children, particularly boys from Syria
and Palestinian boys living in Lebanese refugee
camps, constitute approximately 85 percent of
children working on the street.”” The most
common types of street work are selling goods,
shoe polishing, and washing car windshields.
Forty-seven percent of working street children who
participated in a 2004 study conducted by the
Ministry of Labor (MOL) were forced by adults to
work long hours on the streets.””

1970



Lebanese children are trafficked internally for
sexual exploitation.”” Child prostitution, including
situations in which girls have been forced into
prostitution by their own families, as well as
children involved in drug trafficking, have been
reported by NGOs; however, no cases have been
officially reported, according to Secretary General
of the Higher Council for Childhood, Ministry of
Social Affairs.”” Children have also been used in
drug trafficking.”” While children are not known
to participate in the armed forces, Palestinian
children living in refugee camps in Lebanon are
known to be involved with various Palestinian
armed groups operating in the country.””

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor"””
Working children, 5-14 years (%):
Working boys, 5-14 years (%): -

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): -

Working children by sector, 5-14 years

(%):
- Agriculture -
- Manufacturing -
- Services -
- Other -
Minimum age for work: 14
Compulsory education age: 12
Free public education: Yes
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 94
2006:
Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2006: 82
School attendance, children 5-14 years -
(%):
Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2005: 91
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes

* Must pay for school supplies and related items

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at
14 years.”” Children ages 14 to 17 years may not
work more than 6 hours per day, require 1 hour of
rest for work that is more than 4 hours, must have a
13-hour period of rest between workdays, and may
not work between 7 p.m. and 7 am. In addition,
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children ages 14 to 17 years must pass a medical
examination to ensure that they can undertake the
work in which they are to be engaged, and the
prospective employer must request the child’s
identity card to verify his or her age.”
Additionally, the law requires an annual paid leave
of 21 days.”” Penalties for non-compliance with
provisions relating to child labor include fines and
from 3 to 6 months of imprisonment.”™ Vocational
training establishments may be permitted to
employ children who have reached 14 years by
receiving approval from both the Ministry of Labor
and the Public Health Services."™

Youth under 17 years are prohibited from working
in dangerous environments that threaten their life,
health, or morals.”” Industrial work and work
such as mining and quarrying, manufacturing or
selling alcohol; work with chemicals or explosives;
demolition work; work in tanneries or with
machinery; street vending; begging; and domestic
service, are not permitted for children under 16
years.”” There are no laws specifically prohibiting
trafficking or forced labor; however, the laws are
used to address such offenses.”™ Prostitution is
prohibited. Persons who threaten, intimidate, or
force a child into prostitution may be sentenced
with 3 to 15 years of imprisonment.””  The
minimum age for voluntary recruitment into the
Armed Forces is 18 years.”™

The Ministry of Labor is responsible for the
enforcement of child labor laws.”” According to
USDOS, enforcement of the laws has witnessed
slight improvement in recent years.” There is a
Labor Inspection Team, composed of 60 labor
inspectors nationwide. However, according to
USDOS, the Ministry of Labor’s Child Labor Unit
lacked adequate personnel and resources, which
limited its ability to enforce the law."

Current Government Policies and Programs
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

A National Policy and Program Framework (NPPF)
outlines effective strategies to eliminate child labor
in priority sectors within an established timeframe,
using common measures of progress and a plan for
coordination among all actors.”™ The MOL is
implementing the NPPF strategy to combat child
labor, in cooperation with ILO-IPEC and the



National Council for Children.”" The Government

is also conducting programs to raise awareness on
the worst forms of child labor.””

The Government of Lebanon is participating in a
USDOL-funded USD 3 million regional project
implemented by ILO-IPEC that aims to promote

the collection and analysis of child labor
information;  strengthen = enforcement and
monitoring mechanisms; build capacity; raise

awareness on the negative consequences of child
labor; and withdraw 4,700 and prevent 3,400
children from engaging in the worst forms of child
labor.” The Government is also participating in a
USD 8.4 million sub-regional project funded by
USDOL and implemented by CHF International to
combat child labor through education in Lebanon
and Yemen. The project aims to withdraw 4,530
children and prevent 4,195 children from entering
exploitive labor.” The Government of France is
also supporting a project to prevent and eliminate
child labor in Lebanon."”
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Lesotho

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Available information on the occupations in which
children work is anecdotal, but suggests that jobs
performed by children tend to be gender specific.
Boys as young as 5 years herd livestock in the
highlands, either for their families or through an
arrangement where they are hired out by their
parents. Boys also work as load bearers, car
washers, taxi fare collectors, and street vendors.
Girls are often employed as domestic servants.””
Some teenage children, primarily girls, are also
involved in prostitution. = UNICEF and the
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Government of Lesotho (GOL) believe that the
number of individuals under the age of 18 who are
involved in prostitution is small, but increasing.””’

Anecdotal evidence indicates that children are
trafficked within Lesotho for forced labor and
sexual exploitation. Boys may be trafficked,
sometimes with the permission of their families, for
cattle herding as well as street vending. Girls may

be trafficked internally for domestic labor,
commercial sexual exploitation, and cattle
herding.”” Children who are trafficked for sexual

exploitation in South Africa are often abused in
private residences rather than the traditional





