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Iraq 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Due to sectarian violence in Iraq, many children 
leave school to earn money, either by selling items 
on the streets or by begging.  In some cases, the 
money they earn is the sole source of family 

income.1768  In urban areas, children work in 
hazardous conditions in automobile shops and on 
construction sites.1769  In rural areas, children 
perform seasonal manual labor.1770   
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There are reports of children participating in both 
the sex industry and the drug trade.1771  Reports 
from destination countries indicate that girls are 
trafficked to Jordan, Syria, and the Persian Gulf 
States.1772  Young boys have been targeted by gangs 
for sexual exploitation.  Girls may be targeted by 
staff at private orphanages to be sold into 
prostitution or trafficked out of Iraq for sexual 
exploitation.1773  There are reports of Iraqi 
insurgents recruiting children as fighters, as well as 
using children as suicide bombers.1774 
 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The minimum age for employment is 15 years.1776  
The employment of anyone under 18 years in work 
detrimental to the worker’s health, safety, or 
morals is prohibited.1777  Additional legal 
requirements regarding the employment of 
children under 18 include a maximum 7-hour 
workday, a pre-employment medical examination, 
a daily rest period of 1 hour after 4 hours of work, 
and a 30-day paid vacation per year.  Employers 
must maintain a register of names of employees 
under 18 years, post a copy of the labor provisions 
protecting children, and keep medical fitness 
certificates of minors on file.1778  However, youth 15 

years or older who are employed in family 
enterprises are excluded from most of these 
provisions.1779 
 
The law prohibits the worst forms of child labor, 
defined as slavery, and similar practices including 
forced labor, child trafficking, and compulsory 
recruitment of minors for use in armed conflict; 
child prostitution; illicit activities such as drug 
trafficking; and work likely to harm the health, 
safety, or morals of children.  Promoting, assisting, 
or benefiting from the aforementioned worst forms 
of child labor is prohibited.1780  Violations of Labor 
Code provisions pertaining to work performed by 
children, including the worst forms of child labor, 
may be penalized by imprisonment for 10 days to 3 
months or fines.1781  The minimum age of voluntary 
military service is 18 years.1782  
 
The Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs (MOLSA) 
is responsible for overseeing labor inspections.1783  
According to USDOS, MOLSA’s Child Labor Unit 
is unable to enforce child labor laws and remove 
children from exploitive labor situations because of 
a lack of inspectors and resources.1784  The Ministry 
of Interior is responsible for trafficking issues; 
however, according to USDOS, trafficking is not 
considered a high priority given the security 
situation, and is not investigated.1785 

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

Since 2005, the Government has been implementing 
a package of benefits and services for families, 
contingent upon school attendance, to reduce 
poverty and to assist former and current street 
children.1786  In 2007, MOLSA operated 18 
orphanages in Baghdad and the surrounding areas 
to shelter vulnerable children to help prevent them 
from becoming victims of trafficking or other worst 
forms of child labor.1787  Kurdish authorities support 
several small-scale projects to eliminate child labor 
in the Kurdish Regional Government area.1788   
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Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
1775

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2006: 12.4 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2006: 15.1 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2006: 9.6 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years (%):  

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 15 

Compulsory education age: 11 

Free public education: Yes 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 99 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 89 

School attendance, children 5-14 years (%), 
2006: 

69.6 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 20004: 81 

ILO-IPEC participating country: No 
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Jamaica 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

According to a joint ILO-IPEC and Government of 
Jamaica survey, children work on plantations, 
farms, and construction sites; in gardens, shops and 
markets; as well as in commercial fishing.1789  
Children are involved in prostitution, selling goods 

and services, and begging.1790  Teenage girls as 
young as 14 are reported to engage in prostitution, 
especially in tourist areas such as Montego Bay, 
Kingston, Port Antonio, Ocho Rios, and Negril.1791  
Young girls are in exploitive work in bars, casinos, 
and dance clubs.1792  Some children are forced to 
work as domestic servants.1793   




