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Ethiopia

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In Ethiopia, most children work for their families
without pay.” The number of working children is
higher in the Amhara, Oromiya, Southern Nation,
Nationalities and Peoples (SNNPR), and Tigray
regions, compared with other regions.” In both
rural and wurban areas, children often begin
working at young ages, with many starting work at
age 5.”” In rural areas, children work primarily in
agriculture with their families,”” commercial
agriculture, and domestic service.” Children in
rural areas, especially boys, engage in activities
such as cattle herding, petty trading, plowing,
harvesting, and weeding, while other children,
mostly gitls, collect firewood and water.””
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In urban areas, many children, including orphans,
work in domestic service.” Child domestics work
long hours, which may prevent them from
attending school regularly. Many feel unable to
quit their jobs and fear physical, verbal, and sexual
abuse from their employers while performing their
work.”™ Children in urban areas also work in
construction, manufacturing,”® shoe shining,
tailoring, portering, directing customers into taxis,
trading, and animal herding. Girls also work in
bars and hotels.”™ The Government estimates that
there are between 150,000 and 200,000 street
children in the country, while UNICEF places this
figure at 600,000. Many of these children live and
work on the streets of Addis Ababa, and some
work in the informal sector in order to survive.””



Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor™"

Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 50.1
Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 58.1
Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 41.6
Working children by sector, 5-14 years
(%), 2005:

- Agriculture 95.2

- Manufacturing 1.3

- Services 3.4

- Other 0.2
Minimum age for work: 14
Compulsory education age: Not

Compulsory

Free public education: Yes*
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 98
2006:
Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2006: 66
School attendance, children 5-14 years 29.2
(%), 2005: Unavailable
Survival rate to grade 5 (%): -
ILO-IPEC participating country: Associated
*Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses

The commercial sexual exploitation of children is
on the rise in Ethiopia, especially in urban areas.™”
Young girls, some as young as age 11, have
reportedly been recruited to work in brothels,
where they are sought by customers who believe
them to be free of sexually transmitted infections.
Girls are also exploited in prostitution at hotels,
bars, rural truck stops, and in resort towns.””
Reports indicate that some young girls have been
forced into prostitution by their family members,
while other girls have been forcibly sexually
exploited by their teachers in exchange for favors
such as better grades.”"

Within Ethiopia, children are trafficked from rural
areas to urban areas, including from Oromiya and
SNNPR to other regions for forced or bonded labor
in domestic service. Most children are trafficked
for domestic service, commercial sexual
exploitation, and for forced labor in activities such
as weaving and begging."
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In 2007, the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs
(MOLSA) and UNICEF published the National
Study on Child Trafficking in Ethiopia, which
focused on child trafficking within the country.
The study found that children are most often
trafficked by family members, friends, or members
of their communities, including priests, in some

1266
cases.

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at
14 years.” The law forbids employers to employ
“young workers,” defined as children 14 to 18
years, when the nature of the job or the conditions
under which it is carried out might endanger the
life or health of a child. Prohibited activities
include transporting goods by air, land, or water;
working with electric power generation plants; and
performing underground work.” Young workers
are prohibited from working more than 7 hours per
day, or between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., during weekly
rest days, and on public holidays.””

The law states that children have the right to be
protected against exploitive practices and work
conditions and should not engage in employment
that could threaten their health, education, or well-
being.”” The law prohibits all forms of human
trafficking for forced labor and sexual
exploitation.”"  The trafficking of women and
children carries a penalty of 5 to 20 years of
imprisonment and a fine.”” The law also prohibits
the compulsory or forced labor of children. The
minimum age for conscription and voluntary
recruitment into the military is 18 years.”™”

According to USDOS, the Government'’s efforts to
enforce child labor laws have not been effective.”*

In 2007, the police received reports of nearly 700
cases of child trafficking. Of the 50 cases that were
referred for prosecution, 18 went to trial.”” One
trafficker who had forced 2 children to engage in
domestic service was convicted and sentenced to a
fine and 13 years in prison. Police also intercepted
at least 10 would-be traffickers attempting to sell
children to farmers in Oromiya.”””



Current Government Policies and Programs
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Ethiopia is currently
implementing its National Plan of Action on Sexual
Abuse and Exploitation of Children (2006-2010).
The National Plan of Action outlines targets for
reducing commercial sexual exploitation and
addresses issues related to the prevention,
protection, and recovery of children from sexual
exploitation."”

The Government of Ethiopia continues to
participate in the 4-year, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda,
and Ethiopia Together (KURET) project, funded by
USDOL at USD 14.5 million and World Vision at
5.8 million. Implemented by World Vision, in
partnership ~ with the International Rescue
Committee and the Academy for Educational
Development, the KURET project aims to withdraw
or prevent a total of 30,600 children from exploitive
labor in HIV/AIDS-affected areas of these four
countries through the provision of educational
services.” In 2007, KURET worked with local
districts (“woredas”) to incorporate child labor
activities into their workplans.”” The Government
of Ethiopia also participated in the Community
Based Innovations to Reduce Child Labor through
Education (CIRCLE) global project, funded by
USDOL at USD 8.1 million and USAID at USD
500,000. Implemented by Winrock International
and various community-based organizations, the
project has withdrawn and prevented a total of
24,194 children from exploitive child labor through
the provision of educational opportunities in 23
countries, including Ethiopia.*

NGOs, such as the Forum on Street Children-
Ethiopia, provided assistance to children engaged
in commercial sexual exploitation including shelter;
educational and employment services; and family
reunification services. They also worked with the
Government to develop policy and program
objectives.™™

The Government continues to work with the UN
and the IOM on the implementation of a campaign
to combat child trafficking.”™ In Addis Ababa
police stations, Child Protection Units rescued
children who had been trafficked and referred
them to the IOM and NGOs for care pending their
return home. The Child Protection Units also
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collected data on rescued children to facilitate their
reunification with their families, and the local
police and administrators helped repatriate these
children to their home regions.”  Various
government officials, including judges, law
enforcement officers, and magistrates received
counter-trafficking training by IOM in 2007.”* The
Government participates in a USAID-funded USD
345,000 project implemented by the IOM and Good
Samaritan Association to expand return and
reintegration activities for trafficking victims and to
build government capacity to combat trafficking.*
A USAID-funded center in Addis Ababa provides
shelter, medical care, counseling, and reintegration
assistance to girls victimized by trafficking."
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Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor™
Working children, 5-14 years (%):

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): -

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): -

Working children by sector, 5-14 years

(%):
- Agriculture -
- Manufacturing -
- Services -
- Other -
Minimum age for work: 15
Compulsory education age: 15
Free public education: Yes*
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 103
2005:
Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 94
School attendance, children 5-14 years -
(%):
Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2003: 99
ILO-IPEC participating country: No

*Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses
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-
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Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Children work in agriculture in Fiji, including on
tobacco and sugar farms.”™ Children also work in
the informal sector, in family businesses, and on
the streets, selling snacks, shining shoes and
delivering goods.”™  There is exploitation of
children through prostitution, pornography, and
sex tourism.”™ Children are also trafficked within
Fiji for the purpose of commercial sexual
exploitation.”” Urban migration, poverty,
homelessness, and living away from parents have
all increased a child’s chance of being sexually
exploited.”™”

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for work at 15
years.” The law states that no child under 12
years shall be employed except in family owned
businesses and agricultural undertakings. The law
also sets guidelines for the employment of
“children” defined as 12 to 14 years, and “young
persons,” defined as 15 to 17 years. Children may
not work more than 6 hours a day, and young
persons more than 8 hours a day.” Children may
not work in any industrial undertaking, and
neither children nor young persons may be
employed in dangerous working conditions or at
night.””





