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Eritrea  

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
1225

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%): 

 

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 14 

Compulsory education age: Grade 7 

Free public education: Yes* 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 
2005: 

66 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 49 

School attendance, children 5-14 years 
(%): 

- 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2004: 79 

ILO-IPEC participating country: No 

*Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses. 

 
Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

In Eritrea, children work on the street, in the 
agricultural sector, and as domestic servants.1226  
Children living in rural areas often work in family 
businesses, including subsistence farming, and 
engage in activities such as fetching firewood and 
water as well as herding livestock, sometimes 
starting at about age five.1227  For children working 
in urban areas, street vending is typical.1228  Many 
underage apprentices work in shops and 
workshops such as garages or metal workshops in 
towns.1229   
 
Children are reportedly involved in prostitution.1230  
However, specific data on the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children in Eritrea is lacking.1231   
Some boys were trafficked to Kuwait to be camel 
jockeys, but reports indicate that they have since 
been repatriated.1232 
 

Although the law prohibits recruitment of children 
under 18 years into the armed forces, concerns exist 
regarding the training and recruitment of children 
for military service.1233  The Government requires all 
secondary school students to complete their final 
year of education at a location adjacent to the Sawa 
Military Training Camp (Sawa) in order to 
graduate, regardless of age.1234  In addition to not 
qualifying for graduation, students who do not 
attend this final year of secondary education are 
prohibited to sit for examinations that determine 
eligibility for advanced education.1235  There is 
concern that this school is under the authority of 
the military; at least one official stated that the 
students are considered members of the armed 
forces.1236  USDOS reported that students attend 
Sawa and undergo military training during their 
final year of secondary school.  Training is 
provided indiscriminate of age; as a result, children 
as young as 14 years may be trained there.1237 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

Eritrean law sets the minimum age of employment 
and apprenticeship at 14 years.1238  Young persons 
between 14 and 18 years may not work between the 
hours of 6 p.m. and 6 a.m. or more than 7 hours per 
day.  Children under 18 years are not permitted to 
work jobs that have been specified as dangerous or 
unhealthy, including jobs that involve heavy 
lifting, contact with toxic chemicals, underground 
work, commercial sexual exploitation, the transport 
industry, dangerous machines, or exposure to 
electrical hazards.1239  
 
The recruitment of children under 18 years into the 
armed forces is prohibited.1240  Child prostitution, 
pornography, and sexual exploitation are criminal 
offenses.  Trafficking in persons is prohibited with 
penalties of a fine and up to 10 years in prison.1241   
    
The Ministry of Labor and Human Welfare 
(MLHW) is responsible for enforcing child labor 
laws, but according to USDOS, inspections are 
infrequent1242 because of the ministry’s finite 
resources.  Legal remedies available to the labor 
ministry include criminal penalties, fines, and court 
orders.1243   
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Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

The Government of Eritrea is currently 
implementing a National Program of Action on 
Children that aims to protect children from 
exploitive labor.  However, lack of resources may 
postpone the anticipated end-of-2007 completion 
date.1244  With Government support, UNICEF is 
implementing programs on child labor that 
primarily focus on preventing or rehabilitating 
children who have been exploited in the workplace.  
In 2006, the most recent year from which data are 
available, more than 3,700 working street-children 
were beneficiaries of these programs, which are 
integrating or reintegrating children with families, 
communities, and schools.1245   
 
The MLHW works with children who are at risk of 
entry into work by providing a small subsidy to 
their families to help with food and clothing, as 
well as counseling services to help children 
reintegrate into their nuclear or extended families.  
At-risk children are also enrolled or reenrolled at 
local schools, and the MLHW tracks their 
development through local committees or ministry 
employees.1246  Additionally, the Government 
provides school-aged street children with 
allowances to purchase uniforms and books 
necessary for school participation. 1247  The MLHW 
also offers street children, between the ages 15 to 17 
years with vocational training in artisanal skills 
such as mechanics, administration, navigation, 
metal, wood, fish processing, electrical, and leather 
work, among others.  Nearly 1,200 street children 
have benefited from this Government training 
program as of mid-2007.1248  
 
Through State media, the Government routinely 
provides information on its strategy and 
obligations under the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, and has focused on the issue of child 
labor, in particular commercial sexual exploitation, 
in awareness-raising campaigns for the general 
public.  Officials charged with enforcing child labor 
laws have also received training.1249  
                                                   
 
1225 For statistical data not cited here, see the Data Sources 
and Definitions section.  For data on ratifications and 
ILO-IPEC membership, see the Executive Summary.  For 
minimum age for admission to work, age to which 
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Ethiopia 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

In Ethiopia, most children work for their families 
without pay.1250  The number of working children is 
higher in the Amhara, Oromiya, Southern Nation, 
Nationalities and Peoples (SNNPR), and Tigray 
regions, compared with other regions.1251  In both 
rural and urban areas, children often begin 
working at young ages, with many starting work at 
age 5.1252  In rural areas, children work primarily in 
agriculture with their families,1253 commercial 
agriculture, and domestic service.1254  Children in 
rural areas, especially boys, engage in activities 
such as cattle herding, petty trading, plowing, 
harvesting, and weeding, while other children, 
mostly girls, collect firewood and water.1255   
 

In urban areas, many children, including orphans, 
work in domestic service.1256  Child domestics work 
long hours, which may prevent them from 
attending school regularly.  Many feel unable to 
quit their jobs and fear physical, verbal, and sexual 
abuse from their employers while performing their 
work.1257  Children in urban areas also work in 
construction, manufacturing,1258 shoe shining, 
tailoring, portering, directing customers into taxis, 
trading, and animal herding.  Girls also work in 
bars and hotels.1259  The Government estimates that 
there are between 150,000 and 200,000 street 
children in the country, while UNICEF places this 
figure at 600,000.  Many of these children live and 
work on the streets of Addis Ababa, and some 
work in the informal sector in order to survive.1260   
 




