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Armenia 
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on Child Labor  

Working children, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years (%):  

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 16 

Compulsory education age: 14 

Free public education: Yes 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 94 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 79 

School 
Year: 

attendance, children 5-14 years (%), - 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), Year: - 

ILO-IPEC participating country: No 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Children in Armenia work in family-run 
businesses.  Children can be observed selling 
flowers and drawings on the streets of Yerevan and 
working in local marketplaces, usually after 
school.168  There have been reports of increasing 
numbers of children begging on the streets and 
dropping out of school to work in the informal 
sector, especially in agriculture.169  In rural areas, 
children work in fishing and as shepherds.170  
Children work in trade and construction in urban 
areas.  There have also been a few cases of children 
working in mining.171  Reports indicate that 
children are trafficked to Russia, Turkey, and the 
United Arab Emirates for the purposes of sexual 
and labor exploitation.172 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The minimum age of employment is 16 years, but 
the law allows children 14 to 16 years to work, with 
written permission from a parent or guardian.  
Children under 14 years are prohibited from 
working.173  Children 14 to 16 years may work up to 
24 hours per week, and children 16 to 18 years may 
work a maximum of 36 hours per week.174  
Employers must require proof of a medical 
examination from any employee under 18 years.175  
Children under 18 years are also prohibited from 
working overtime, at night, or in hazardous 
conditions and cannot be required to work on 
holidays.176  Armenian law prohibits engaging 
children in the production, use or sale of alcoholic 
drinks, narcotics and psychotropic substances, 
tobacco products, literature and videos with erotic 
or horror content, or activities that may 
compromise children’s health, physical or mental 
development, or interfere with their education.177 
 
The Armenian Constitution prohibits forced and 
compulsory labor.178  Trafficking in persons is 
prohibited by law, and penalties for trafficking 
have recently been strengthened to include child 
trafficking as an aggravated circumstance, which is 
punishable by 3 to 15 years imprisonment.179  
Legislation implemented in 2006 distinguished the 
crime of trafficking from that of organized 
prostitution and pimping.180  Sexual intercourse 
with a minor under 16 years is punishable by up to 
2 years imprisonment, and involving underage 
children in prostitution or pornography can result 
in 6 years imprisonment.181  The law gives 
responsibility to the Government to protect 
children from criminal activities, prostitution, and 
begging.182  The minimum age for mandatory 
military service is 18 years.183 
 
The Armenian State Labor Inspectorate (SLI) is 
responsible for ensuring compliance with child 
labor laws.184  However, the SLI reports that it has 
not received any complaints of child exploitation 
since its establishment in March 2005, and therefore 
has not conducted any investigations.  The SLI has 
also not been trained on child exploitation issues.185   
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Local community councils, unemployment offices, 
and courts likewise have jurisdiction to enforce the 
laws on the minimum working age.186 

Current Government Efforts to Eliminate the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor 

In 2007, the Armenian Association of Social 
Workers, with funding from UNICEF, conducted a 
survey to gauge underage employment in 
Armenia.187  The Government is collaborating with 
international organizations and NGOs on a variety 
of counter-trafficking efforts, including mass-media 
public awareness campaigns and victim hotlines.188  
With the assistance of the Russian Migration 
Agency in Armenia, the Armenian Migration 
Agency conducts awareness campaigns to prevent 
the illegal migration and labor trafficking of boys to 
Russia.189  The UNDP is also working with the 
Government to develop anti-trafficking legislation 
and strengthen victim assistance efforts.190  The 
OSCE likewise assists the Government with anti-
trafficking legislation.191  With the help of 
international organizations, the Government 
published a field manual for its consular offices 
abroad to use in interviewing and repatriating 
Armenian trafficking victims.192  UNICEF 
collaborates with appropriate ministries and NGOs 
to prevent trafficking in children, and the Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees assists victims seeking asylum.193 
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on Child Labor  

Working children, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working 
(%): 

children by sector, 5-14 years  

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 14 

Compulsory education age: 15 

Free public education: Yes 

Gross 
2005: 

primary enrollment rate (%), 111 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 98 

School 
(%): 

attendance, children 5-14 years - 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2004: 99 

ILO-IPEC participating country: No 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Small numbers of children in Bahrain perform non-
hazardous work in the Manama Central Market, 
and although not common, some children work in 
family businesses.195 
 

The Ministry of Labor (MOL) grants permits to 
Bahraini companies to employ foreign workers, 
and immigration officials ensure that foreign 
workers entering Bahrain are 18 years of age or 
older.196  There have been isolated incidents of the 
use of false documents to gain entry into the 
country for workers under age 18.197 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law forbids the employment of children 
younger than 14 years.198  Minors 14 to 16 years 
may work no more than 6 hours per day, with one 
hour of rest during daytime hours; minors may not 
work overtime or be paid on a piece-rate basis.199  
The law also establishes a list of 25 occupations in 
which no person younger than 16 years may 
work.200  Working minors 14 to 16 years must obtain 
authorization to work from the MOL, must 
undergo a medical examination prior to being 
employed, and must be granted annual leave of not 
less than one full month.201  However, these 
provisions do not apply to children working in 
family enterprises.  Those under the supervision of 
a family member are exempt from the Labour 
Law.202 
 
The MOL is responsible for enforcing child labor 
laws and regulations.203  There are currently 43 
labor investigators who are given training to 
monitor and enforce the laws regarding child 
labor.204  Violations of child labor laws are 
punishable by fines.  In addition to levying 
punishment against employers and supervisors, 
the law holds responsible any person acting as a 




