7Us. Embassy- Kabul, reporting, December 13, 2007.

* US. Department of State, "Country Reports- 2007:
Afghanistan," section 6d. See also U.S. Embassy- Kabul,
reporting, September 14, 2005.

* Government of Afghanistan, Constitution, article 49.

* U.S. Embassy- Kabul, reporting, March 12, 2004. See
also U.S. Department of State, "Trafficking in Persons
Report- 2007: Afghanistan."

* UNICEF, Demobilization of Child Soldiers and Socio-
Economic Reintegration of War-affected Young People in
Afghanistan, Technical Progress Report, Kabul, February
28, 2007.

* US. Department of State, "Country Reports- 2007:
Afghanistan," section 5.

* U.S. Department of State, "Trafficking in Persons
Report- 2007: Afghanistan." See also U.S. Department of
State, "Country Reports- 2007: Afghanistan," section 5.

* U.S. Department of State, "Trafficking in Persons
Report- 2007: Afghanistan."

* Government of Afghanistan, Information on elimination
of worst forms of child labor in Afghanistan. See also U.S.
Embassy- Kabul, reporting, December 13, 2007.

* U.S. Department of State, "Trafficking in Persons
Report- 2007: Afghanistan."

7 Ibid.

* Ibid.

¥ Integrated Regional Information Networks,

"Afghanistan: Children Work the Streets to Support
Families", IRINnews.org, [online], January 16, 2007
[cited  December 10, 2007]; available from
http:/ /www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=64363.

* UNICEF, Demobilization of Child Soldiers and Socio-
Economic Reintegration of War-affected Young People in
Afghanistan, 10. See also Vera Chrobok, Demobilizing and
Reintegrating Afghanistan’s Young Soldiers: A Review and
Assessment of Program Planning and Implementation, Bonn
International Center for Conversion, Bonn, 2005, 39;
available  from  http://www.bicc.de/publications/
papers/paper4d2 /paperd2.pdf. See also UNICEF,
Demobilization of Child Soldiers and Socio-Economic
Reintegration of War-affected Young People in Afghanistan,
technical progress report, September 2005, 5. See also
UNICEF, Demobilization of Child Soldiers, technical progress
report, 5. See also USDOL, Demobilization of Child Soldiers
and Socio-economic Reintegration of War-affected Young
People in Afghanistan, ILAB Technical Cooperation
Project Summary, Washington, DC, 2008.

* U.S. Department of State, USG Funds Obligated in FY
2007 for TIP Projects, [online] February 2008 [cited March
14 2008], 15; available from http://www.state.gov/
documents/organization/101403.pdf.

Albania

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Children in Albania can be found working as
farmers, shepherds, shoe cleaners, car washers,
textile workers, and shop vendors. Reports also
indicate that children work as drug runners.”
Children, including those under 16, also work in
construction. In Bater, Bulqgiza, Borje, and Klos,
children of 16 and 17 years work in chromium
mines.” Roma children are forced to work on the
streets as beggars and vendors.” The majority of all
children working on the streets are boys, whereas
the majority of children working in the formal
sector are girls.”

Children are trafficked internally from all regions
to Tirana and Durres; children are also trafficked
externally to Kosovo and Greece for sexual
exploitation and begging.” The number of children

trafficked from Albania may be falling, but internal
trafficking is reported to be rising. Due to poverty,
Roma children are especially vulnerable to
exploitation. =~ Some children, especially Roma
children and children residing in orphanages, have
been kidnapped or sold by family members to
traffickers.”

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age of employment at 16
years, but numerous regulations restrict the
working conditions of children under the age of 18.
Exceptions exist for children 14 to 18 years to do
light work during school vacations and for children
14 to 16 years to participate in vocational training
programs.”  Night work is prohibited for all
children younger than 18 years, and their work is



limited to 6 hours per day.” The law calls for fines
for parents whose children fail to attend school
during the compulsory education period of 9
years.”

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor™

Working children, 7-14 years (%), 2000:

Working boys, 7-14 years (%), 2000: 41.1
Working girls, 7-14 years (%), 2000: 31.8
Working children by sector, 5-14 years

(%):

- Agriculture -

- Manufacturing -

- Services -

- Other -
Minimum age for work: 16
Compulsory education age: 16
Free public education: Yes*
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2004: 105
Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2004: 94
School attendance, children 7-14 years 50.9
(%), 2000:

Survival rate to grade 5 (%): -
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes
* Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses.

The law forbids forced labor by any person, except
in cases of execution of a judicial decision, military
service, or for service during a state emergency or
war.” The minimum age for voluntary military
service is 18 years and compulsory military service

is 19 years.”

In January 2008, the Government amended the
Penal Code to provide stricter punishments for
those responsible for exploiting children.”” In
Albania, manufacturing, distributing, advertising,
importing, selling, or publishing pornographic
material in the presence of a minor is punishable by
law with fines or up to 2 years in prison. The
punishment for child prostitution in Albania is
between 5 and 10 years imprisonment.” The law
sets penalties for trafficking, including 15 to 20
years imprisonment for trafficking of minors.
Although Albania has a witness protection law for
trafficking victims, the USDOS reports that

prosecutors complained that trafficking victims
often decided not to testify due to threats from
their traffickers or safety concerns from their
families.”

As of December 2006, the most recent date such
information is available, the Labor Inspectorate
within the Ministry of Labor employs 100
inspectors who are responsible for enforcing child
labor laws as they pertain to registered businesses
in the formal sector. Workplaces are inspected
once every 5 years on average.” Labor inspectors
also have legal authorization to carry out
inspections at informal worksites, but according to
the USDOS, there were no reports of enforcement
in either the formal or informal sector.” USDOS
reports indicate that law enforcement officials do
not generally apply the minimum age requirement
to Roma children working on the streets.” The
Government has a specialized asset forfeiture unit
dedicated to trafficking cases; however, there were
no reports in 2006 of asset funds being disbursed to
victims.” USDOS reports that law enforcement
officials have been involved in trafficking-related
corruption.”

Current Government Policies and Programs
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Albania has a number of
national strategies which have integrated child
labor concerns.” The Action Plan of the National
Strategy to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings
2005-2007 includes a Child Trafficking Strategy,
though reports indicate that this initiative was not
fully implemented.” ILO-IPEC worked actively to
ensure that provisions for combating trafficking in
children are integrated into the 2008-2012 National
Anti-Trafficking Strategy.” The Government also
has a National Strategy and Action Plan on Youth,
which includes provisions for the establishment of
information units on youth employment in all cities
in Albania and includes reintegration strategies for
formerly trafficked children.” Issues concerning
the trafficking of children have also been
mainstreamed into the National Strategy for Social
Services (2005-2010) as well as the UN Common
Country Assessment and the Albania National
Report towards achieving the Millennium
Development Goals.”  Albania and Greece
maintain a bilateral agreement that aims to protect
and assist Albanian children trafficked in and to



Greece, and contributes to the prevention of child
trafficking in Albania.” Authorities from Albania
and Kosovo met in October 2007 to strengthen
cross border cooperation and establish direct
contact between responsible officials involved in
identifying victims of trafficking.”

In February 2007, the Ministry of Interior; the
Ministry of Youth, Culture, and Sports; and the
OSCE signed an MOU on the promotion and
implementation of a code of conduct for the
prevention of sexual exploitation of children in the
tourism sector.”

The Government is participating in the USD 3.5
million USDOL-funded second phase of an ILO-
IPEC project to combat child trafficking and other
worst forms of child labor (2006-2009). The project
operates in Albania, Bulgaria, the UN-administered
Province of Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, and
Ukraine. The aim of the project is to prevent or
withdraw 4,500 children from exploitive labor
throughout all of the participating countries.”

In 2007, Albania participated in three German
Government-funded ILO-IPEC projects: a USD
2.23 million project to combat child labor in
selected Stability Pact countries (2003-2007), a USD
606,000 prevention and reintegration program to
combat trafficking of children for labor and sexual
exploitation in the Balkans and Ukraine (2004-
2007), and a USD 1.21 million project to combat the
Worst Forms of Child Labor in Central Asia
through education and youth employment (2000-
2007)." The Albanian Government also
participated in a USD 315,000 Italian Government-
funded, ILO-IPEC project to develop a national
program on the elimination of child labor in
Albania.”

The Government provides facilities and staff
referring trafficking victims to NGO and
international organization-funded and
administered services.”  USAID supports the
Reduce Trafficking in Persons project with the aims
of increasing the involvement of NGOs in anti-
trafficking activities, improving the protection
system for trafficked and at-risk children, and
building a national trafficking database. It also
supports a project to reduce internal child
trafficking in Albania, and external trafficking

between Albania and Greece and Italy.” The
Government works with NGOs and international
organizations on anti-trafficking prevention and
awareness activities.” The Government of Albania
is a member of the Southeast European
Cooperative Initiative, and has participated in
regional anti-trafficking efforts through the
initiative’s Regional Center for Combating
Transborder Crime.” To implement the national
plan of action against human trafficking, UNICEF,
in cooperation with the Government, provided
children, family members, and teachers with anti-
trafficking educational materials, and reintegrated
at-risk, abused or exploited children into the formal
education system.” The Swedish International
Development Agency (SIDA) provides funding to
the anti-trafficking program carried out by IOM
Tirana for women and children. UNICEF, USAID,
the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and SIDA
provided funding to Terre des Hommes to
implement  anti-child trafficking  projects.”
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