SOMALIA

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

Somalia has no national government and therefore no national policy or programs on child labor or education.*"®

Few educational opportunities, either formal or non-formal, are available to students.*"  Since 1996, the interna-
tional effort to improve education in Somalia has been coordinated by the Education Sectoral Committee of the
Somalia Aid Coordination Body, made up of UN agencies, donors, and international NGOs.** The SACB has
emphasized as its major goals improving access to education, improving learning conditions, enhancing teacher
training, and creating a financially viable management capacity.*® UNICEE in concert with other partners and
local authorities, is working on projects to reform the education system, develop curriculum, train teachers, de-
velop and distribute standardized textbooks, establish educational standards, and develop management information
systems.** UNICEE UNESCO-PEER, and some NGOs have also distributed sets of textbooks and other in-
structional materials to a small number of Koranic schools in Somalia and have created a program to try to make

Koranic schools supplement or substitute for formal primary education.*'*

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 1999, UNICEF estimated that 41.9 percent of children ages 5 to 14 years were working in Somalia; it is be-
lieved that this percentage has risen.*** Children are engaged in herding, agriculture, and domestic labor.**

Boys as young as 14 or 15 have participated in combat and some children as young as 11 have been forcibly con-

scripted into militias to serve as combatants and as servants.***
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Trafficking in children for forced labor is a serious
problem.
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Somalia has no government to provide free or compulsory education. A 2000 survey found that 62 percent of

28 In addition, many

schools in Somalia require families to pay fees, averaging USD 15.60 per year for each child.*
schools lack textbooks and running water.*’* UNICEEF estimated in 1999 that 58.4 percent of primary school-
age children attended school, and that 72.5 percent of children who had entered first grade actually reached the
fifth grade.*® But in 2002, the U.S. embassy reported that only 10 to 20 percent of the school age population at-
tended school.*”' A 2001/2 survey showed that girls made up only 35 percent of the student population at the
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primary school leve Many students attend Koranic schools, though these schools do not provide broad-based

education.*¥

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

Somalia has no national government and has no means for enforcing labor laws.*”?*  Somalia is not a member of
the ILO and has therefore not ratified ILO Convention 138 or ILO Convention 182.4%%
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