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Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor
The Government of Senegal became a member of ILO-IPEC in 1997.3874   In the next year, the government
launched the implementation of the national plan to eliminate child labor with assistance from ILO-IPEC.3875

The program works to strengthen national capacity, raise awareness, and improve national formal and non-formal
education opportunities, social and legal protection for children, and working and living conditions.3876   Through
ILO-IPEC, the government will begin implementation of a Time-Bound Program in 2004 that will focus on child
begging, employment of girls in domestic service, and dangerous work in farming and fishing.3877

In 2002, the Government of Senegal, in cooperation with the Government of Italy and UNICEF, launched a 4-
year program to support efforts to withdraw children in Senegal from the worst forms of child labor, including
child begging, child domestic work, and the sexual exploitation of children.3878   The government also cooperates
with UNICEF to build government and civil society capacity to protect children in need of special protection.3879

In July 2001, the Government of Senegal joined other countries in francophone West Africa in Ouagadougou to
launch an inter-parliamentary committee to study child trafficking.3880   The government is also participating in a
pilot program to create a migration statistics unit for West Africa, and cooperated in a regional survey that recorded
prostitution and trafficking cases from 1998 to 2001.3881

In 2000-2001, the Government of Senegal began implementing a 10-Year Education and Training Program , and
adopted a national plan of action on Education for All.3882   These initiatives aim to achieve universal enrollment in
primary education by 2010;3883  leverage non-government resources to help expand access to education; reform
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non-formal education opportunities; improve the management of education; and reconcile education management
with the decentralization process.3884   It also seeks to increase the enrollment rates of girls and to improve the qual-
ity of teaching, among other goals.3885   The World Bank has launched the Quality Education for All Project for
Senegal, which supports the implementation of the government’s Education and Training Program and covers the
first three years of the ten-year program.3886   USAID,3887  UNICEF,3888  and other international donors have also
continued to support programs to improve access to basic education, particularly for girls.  With funding from
USDA and collaboration and support from the Government of Senegal and WFP, Counterpart International
launched a school feeding program in September 2002.3889   The government also has programs underway to assist
children in Koranic schools.3890

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor
In 2001, the ILO estimated that 26.5 percent of children ages 10 to 14 years in Senegal were working.3891   Chil-
dren can be found working on rural family farms, and in fishing, gold and salt mining, stone quarries, and small
businesses, and many Koranic students are involved in organized street begging.3892   Children are also reported to
be working in domestic service, public transportation, and dumpsites, and subject to sexual exploitation.3893

Senegal is a source and transit country for women and girls trafficked to Europe, South Africa and the Middle East
for sexual exploitation.3894   Children are also trafficked to Senegal from surrounding countries, and some Koranic
teachers in Senegal’s urban centers bring children from rural areas of Senegal, holding them under conditions of
involuntary servitude.3895

Articles 21 and 22 of the Constitution adopted in January 2001 guarantee access to education for all children.3896

Education is compulsory up to the age of 12, but this is not enforced due to a shortage of schools.3897   However,
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the government has increased the number of classrooms and encouraged children, particularly girls, to attend
school.3898   In 2000, the gross primary enrollment rate was 74.8 percent (79.3 percent for boys and 70.3 percent
for girls) and the net primary enrollment rate was 63.1 percent (66.3 percent for boys and 59.9 percent for
girls).3899   Primary school attendance rates are unavailable for Senegal.  While enrollment rates indicate a level of
commitment to education, they do not always reflect children’s participation in school.3900   In 1999, 72.3 percent
of children enrolled in primary school reached grade 5.3901

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement
 The Constitution, by reference to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, protects children from economic
exploitation and from involvement in hazardous work.3902   The minimum age for employment is 15 years.3903   The
Ministry of Labor has responsibility for the enforcement of child labor laws and monitors and enforces the restric-
tions in the formal sector.3904

In June 2003, the Minister of Labor issued four regulations on child labor that set the minimum age and working
hours and conditions based on ILO conventions, identified the worst forms of child labor, defined hazardous work
that is forbidden to children and young people, and listed companies and handicrafts where child labor is forbid-
den.  In March 2003, the Ministry of Fisheries passed a regulation that prohibits children under 16 on fishing ves-
sels.3905

Prostitution of children is illegal in Senegal, as specified by Article 327 of the Criminal Code.3906   Article 319, Sec-
tion 5 of the Criminal Code, makes any offense against the decency of a child punishable by imprisonment for 2
to 5 years, and in certain cases (Articles 320-321) punishable by up to 10 years in prison.  Procuring a minor for
prostitution is punishable by imprisonment for 2 to 5 years and a fine of 300,000 (USD 526.36) to 4,000,000
(USD 7,018.14) (Articles 323-324).3907   Forced and compulsory labor, including by children, is prohibited by
law.3908   There is no specific anti-trafficking legislation, but the law prohibits the sale of persons, abduction and
hostage-taking.3909

The Government of Senegal ratified ILO Convention 138 on December 15, 1999 and Convention 182 on June 1,
2000.3910
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