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Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

In 1998, the Government of Mauritius worked with UNICEF and the World Health Organization
(WHO) to study child prostitution and in 2000, the government developed a National Action Plan to
Combat Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Mauritius.  One of the elements of the plan
has been to pass laws that strengthen government capacity to address child prostitution.  In 1990,
the government also enacted legislation establishing the National Children’s Council, a body to
coordinate ministry and NGO efforts to combat child abuse, neglect and exploitation.2330   The
government is currently working with social partners to develop a comprehensive policy on child
labor.2331

In 2001, the government announced an education reform plan to increase the mandatory education
age to 16, provide additional secondary schools and increase access to secondary school
education.2332   Based upon the country’s economic performance and government achievements in
improving the well being of children and young people, UNICEF will close out funding allocations
in Mauritius by 2003.2333

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, the ILO estimated that 2.0 percent of children ages 10 to 14 years in Mauritius were
working.2334   The Ministry of Women’s Rights, Child Development, and Family Welfare reported
that in 1998, approximately 2000 children between the ages of 12 and 14 were either employed or
looking for work.2335   Children are usually found working on the streets, in small businesses and in
agriculture.2336   On the island of Rodrigues, children are found working in homes, on farms and in
shops.2337   In 1998, the UNICEF/WHO study on commercial sexual exploitation of children
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indicated that children as young as 13 are engaged in prostitution in several districts in
Mauritius.2338   There have been reports that children are also trafficked from Madagascar to
Mauritius for prostitution.2339

The Education Act provides for compulsory and free primary schooling until the age of 12.2340   In
1996, the government subsidized the school fees of each 4-year-old as a way to ensure that each
child starts primary school with at least one year of pre-school experience.2341   In 1998,
approximately 96 percent of the children entering primary school had completed at least one year
of pre-primary schooling.  In 1998, the gross primary enrollment rate was 107.7 percent, and the
net primary enrollment rate was 93.3 percent.2342   Attendance rates are not available for Mauritius.
While enrollment rates indicate a level of commitment to education, they do not always reflect
children’s participation in school.2343

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Labor Act of 1975 sets the minimum age for employment at 15 years.2344   Under the
Occupational Safety, Health and Welfare Act of 1989, young persons between the ages of 15 and 18
are allowed to work in hazardous work settings provided they are trained to operate machinery and
are supervised by an experienced operator.2345   The Criminal Code contains provisions prohibiting
child prostitution, and the sale, trafficking and abduction of children.2346   In 1998, the penalties for
persons operating brothels were increased from a fine of 3,000 rupees (USD 102) and
imprisonment not to exceed one year, to a fine of 100,000 rupees (USD 3,384) and imprisonment
not to exceed five years. Penalties for persons convicted of the sale, trafficking or abduction of a
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child are a fine of least 10,000 rupees (USD 338) or a prison sentence not to exceed five years.2347

Forced and bonded labor by children is illegal.2348

The Ministry of Labor and Industrial Relations is the government agency that oversees the
enforcement of child labor laws.  There are 39 labor inspectors and eight labor officers whose
duties include investigating child labor practices.  In 2000, over 5250 child labor inspections were
conducted and from January to June 2001, 2,421 child labor inspections were conducted.2349   The
police enforce laws on child prostitution.  According to a June 2000 report by the Working Group
on Contemporary Forms of Slavery, the existing legal provisions on child prostitution were not
comprehensive enough to prosecute child sexual exploitation adequately, and there was insufficient
police resolve, capacity and sensitivity to intervene in cases of child prostitution.2350

The Government of Mauritius ratified ILO Convention 138 on July 30, 1990, and ILO Convention
182 on June 8, 2000.2351
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