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Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

The Government of Eritrea’s Ministry of Labor and Human Welfare (MLHW) is working in
cooperation with UNICEF to implement community sensitization activities on children’s rights.1339

Another MLHW program, designed to prevent and rehabilitate commercial sex workers, includes a
component that assists in advocacy for the eradication of commercial sexual exploitation of
children, and helps to reintegrate and rehabilitate victims and provide them with self-help
opportunities.1340

The government has also initiated programs to construct new schools in remote villages, increase
the number of teachers, and increase the enrollment and retention of girls.1341   UNICEF is
promoting access to education in war-affected areas by rehabilitating schools, providing learning
materials to displaced children, establishing makeshift classrooms, facilitating school lunch
programs, and training teachers.1342   The government, in conjunction with the World Bank, is
implementing a five-year, USD 49 million “Integrated Early Childhood Development Project”
designed to improve childhood care and education, address child health issues, and provide support
for children in need of special care and protection.1343

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, the ILO estimated that 38.4 percent of children ages 10 to 14 years in Eritrea were
working.1344   Children work as street vendors, traders, in domestic services, in small-scale
manufacturing, and on family farms.1345   Some children are involved in small-scale gold
mining.1346
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Children as young as 12 years of age are reportedly involved in prostitution on the streets of
Massawa and Asmara, as well as in hotels and bars.1347   A 1999 MLHW survey on commercial sex
workers revealed that 5 percent of prostitutes surveyed in Eritrea were aged 14 to 17 years.1348

Eritrean children are reportedly trafficked to Saudi Arabia to work as domestic servants and menial
laborers.1349   In addition, children reportedly fought as soldiers with the Eritrean People’s
Liberation Front.  Insufficient birth registrations make it difficult to verify the ages of recruited
soldiers.1350

Education is free and compulsory through grade seven.1351   In 1998, the gross primary enrollment
rate was 53.2 percent; 58.3 percent of boys and 48.1 percent of girls.  The net primary enrollment
rate was 33.9 percent.1352   The Ministry of Education estimates that only 37 to 38 percent of
children attend school.1353

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Transitional Labor Law No. 8/91 sets the minimum age for employment at 18 years, but allows
for the employment of apprentices starting at the age of 14 years.1354   The Labor Proclamation of
Eritrea (Proclamation No. 118) provides that no person under the age of 14 may be employed, that
young employees may not work between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m., and that young employees may not
work more than seven hours per day.1355   Apprentices under 18 years of age are prohibited from
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performing dangerous and abusive labor.1356   Proclamation No. 118 bars children, young workers
and apprentices from working in transport industries, including warehouses or docks where heavy
lifting, pushing or pulling is required; in jobs involving toxic chemicals, dangerous machines or
power generation and transmission; or in underground work, including mines, sewers and
tunnels.1357

The 1996 Constitution prohibits forced labor, but the National Service Proclamation obligates that
all citizens complete compulsory service in the national armed forces.1358   The National Service
Proclamation sets the minimum age for military service at 18 years and requires 18 months of
duty.1359   The Penal Code prohibits the procurement, seduction, or trafficking of children under the
age of 18, and also bans sexual relations with children under 18 years old.1360   Labor inspectors in
the MLHW are charged with enforcing the child labor laws, but inspections are infrequent due to
the small number of inspectors.1361

The Government of Eritrea ratified ILO Convention 138 on February 22, 2000, but has not ratified
ILO Convention 182.1362
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