Argentina

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

The Government of Argentina has been a member of ILO-IPEC since 1996.1° In August 2000, a
National Commission for the Eradication of Child Labor (CONAET]I) was established to evaluate
and coordinate efforts to prevent and eradicate child labor with the participation of governmental
and nongovernmental organizations and ILO-IPEC. Itsactivitiesinclude legal analysis, the
compilation of child labor statistics, and the formation of inter-institutional agreementsto initiate
projects to prevent and combat child labor. The commission has carried out projects to eradicate
child labor among garbage pickers and to prevent child labor through support for schooling and
stable family income.® Currently, CONAETI is preparing a national child labor survey with
technical assistance from ILO-IPEC's SIMPOC to collect data on working children.3 The
Commission has also coordinated four sectoral agreements with labor organizations and businesses
to examine and address child labor issues in the clothing, footwear, agriculture and construction
industries. One such agreement in 2001 among CONAET], the Rural Workers and Stevedores
Union of Argentina and the Agrarian Federation of Argentinainvolved the implementation of
programs to discourage exploitative child labor and to promote primary schooling in rural areas.!3?

With support from ILO-IPEC, the Government of Argentina has engaged in activitiesto raise
awareness on the issue of child labor, strengthen national child labor policies, promote legislative
reform, and address child labor in the brick-making sector.133 In 2002, Argentina became a
participant in an ILO-IPEC regional project to prevent and eliminate commercial sexual
exploitation of children in the border areawith Brazil and Paraguay.'3*
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The National Council for Children and Family, a government organization reporting to the Ministry
of Social Development and Environment,'3> provides technical assistance to ensure that national
commitments in regard to children are fulfilled across Argentina's provinces.23 Together with the
Attorney General, the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights, the National Council of Women, and
UNICEF, the National Council has developed an action plan for the elimination of child
prostitution.t3’

The government is also involved in regional efforts aimed at combating child labor. In 1997,
Argentinawas a party to the Declaration of Buenos Aires, in which the Mercosur countries
(Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay) and Chile agreed to promote the harmonization of
regional laws related to child labor. 1n 1998, Argentina signed the Social Labor Declaration with
the other members of Mercosur, in which signatories pledged to share information on child labor
inspection procedures and statistics.¥® Argentinais also participating in aregional ILO-IPEC
initiative to promote the involvement of labor unionsin efforts to eradicate child labor.13°

The Argentine Government is working with international organizations to improve the education
system for disadvantaged children and combat child labor. Provincial governments are working
with UNICEF to raise awareness of the importance of education and promote family and
community involvement in educational design; and provide alternative income opportunities for
families of child laborers so they can attend school.2*° UNDP currently funds a program on social
and labor problems that includes the eradication of child labor in Argentina as one of its goals.!4
In 1997, the government received a loan from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to
implement programs assisting youth in low-income families, including the distribution of
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scholarships to reduce the dropout rate among 13 to 19 year olds.1*? The IDB provided aloan to
the government in 2001 aimed at supporting the provinces in improving the quality, equity and
efficiency of the education system, thereby promoting increased future employment opportunities
for young people from poor families.!* Argentina has also received funding from the World Bank
to reform secondary education both in Buenos Aires and in the provinces.'*

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, the ILO estimated that 2.4 percent of children ages 10 to 14 yearsin Argentinawere
working.}*® Children work in agriculture (tea and tobacco), trash recycling, sales, begging, and
domestic labor.2*® The commercial sexual exploitation of children is a problem in Argentina.24/
There also have been reports of children being trafficked from rural to urban areas of Argentinaand
of children being trafficked from Latin American and Asian countries to Argentinafor purposes
including commercial sexual exploitation.’*® The Bolivian government isinvestigating the possible
trafficking of Bolivian children through Argentinato Europe.'#?
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Education is free!® and compulsory in Argentinafor a minimum of nine years, beginning at age
six.’1 In 1998, the gross primary enrollment rate was 119.7 percent, and the net primary
enrollment rate was 106.8 percent.152  According to a government survey in 2001, 98.7 percent of
children ages 6 to 12 attended school, and 97.5 percent of children ages 13 to 14 attended

school .13 |n 1997, repetition rates for males were higher than those for females.1>

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Law on Labor Contracts (No. 20.744) sets the minimum age for employment at 14 years, but
children of legal working age are prohibited from entering employment if they have not completed
compulsory education, which normally ends at 15 years.’>®> Children who are under the age of 14
may work in businesses where only family members are employed, as long as the work is not
dangerous to them.1> Children between the ages of 14 and 18 are prohibited from working more
than six hours a day and 36 hours a week, with certain exceptions for 16 to 18-year-olds, and must
present medical certificates that attest to their ability to perform such work.>” Children under the
age of 18 are prohibited from working between the hours of 8 p.m. and 6 am. and from engaging in
work that could endanger their safety, health or moral integrity.1> The Constitution prohibits
savery.’® The Penal Code prohibits the trafficking of children for prostitution.16°
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In January of 2000, the government enacted a federal law that establishes a unified regime of
sanctions for the infringement of labor laws, but child labor laws are still enforced on a provincial
or local basis. Violators of underage employment laws can receive afine of USD 1,000 to 5,000,
but penalties are not consistent from province to province.6t

The Government of Argentinaratified ILO Convention 138 on November 11, 1996 and ILO
Convention 182 on February 5, 2001.162

161 This law replaced provincia laws previously in effect. See U.S. Embassy- BuenosAires, unclassified telegram no.
4240.
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