Georgia

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Georgia is conducting a national child labor survey with technical
assistance from ILO-IPEC’s SIMPOC.!? The UNDP is also working to strengthen the capacity of
the State Department of Statistics, in order to conduct a national child labor survey, as a part of a
national Poverty Reduction and Social-Economic Development Program.'®® In addition, the
Ministry of Education joined with UNESCO in 1999 to implement the Education For All initiative
to improve the country’s educational system. With its limited budget, the Ministry’s efforts aim to
improve existing institutions, support teacher training, and establish new curricula and education
standards.'®® The World Bank recently provided Georgia with a loan to work toward several of
these objectives in the education sector.'”” Save the Children-US is also collaborating with local
NGOs to promote children’s rights, and specifically to assist street children who do not have
access to education.'*?

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 1999, UNICEF estimated that 30 percent of children between the ages of 5 and 15 years
in Georgia were working.!®®” There is limited information on the specific sectors in which children
work. However, there are reports of children as young as nine working on the streets of Tbilisi,'*?®
in markets and sometimes at night, carrying or loading wares.'*” Children as young as 5 years of
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age work as beggars.!®® Other reports indicate that children from Turkey and Greece are trafficked
to Georgia for the purpose of prostitution.!®! Homeless and street children are often vulnerable to
sexual exploitation, '3

Education in Georgia is free of charge and compulsory from the age of 6 or 7 until 16
years.' In 1996, the gross primary enrollment rate was 88.2 percent, and the net primary enroll-
ment rate was 87 percent.'® Although the Constitution mandates that education is “free,” related
expenses that include books prevent some children from attending.'**

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 16 years. Children who are 15 years old,
however, may work in jobs that are not dangerous to their health or development, in some jobs in
the performing arts, or with special permission from the local trade union.!”*® In general, children
under 18 years of age may not be hired for unhealthy or underground work, and children between
the ages of 16 and 18 years have reduced working hours.'”” The Criminal Code prohibits keeping
brothels, procuring women for prostitution, lewd conduct involving minors, and sexual relations
with a person under 16. Although there are no laws that specifically address trafficking, related
offenses can be prosecuted under the Criminal Code.'”* Georgia ratified ILO Convention 138 on
September 23, 1996, but has not ratified ILO Convention 182.!%%
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