
The Gambia

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

In 1988, the Government of The Gambia began a major education initiative which

included a 15-year plan that has emphasized increasing gross enrollment rates, lowering school

entry age from 8 to 7, developing basic education curricula, and improving teacher training.1004

Many of these goals have been met. The gross primary enrollment rate increased from 62.2 to

77.1 percent from 1989 to 1995; the entry age was lowered to seven years; more textbooks were

made available for students; and 1,200 unqualified teachers in the system received training.1005

The major goal The Gambia has set for itself for the remainder of the plan is to enroll 90 percent

of children in schools for the full cycle of basic education by 2005.1006  Over the 1990s, spending

on education increased from 15 to 21 percent of government expenditure and 2.6 percent to 4.3

percent of GNP, while the share of the education budget devoted to primary education increased

from 38 percent to 45 percent.1007

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 1999, the ILO estimated that 34.5 percent of the children between the ages of 10 and

14 in The Gambia were working.1008  Children in rural areas help their families on farms and with

housework, and children in urban areas often work as street vendors and taxi and bus assis-

tants.1009  Some children become involved in prostitution, which is engendered by The Gambia’s

thriving tourist industry.1010  Many girls in rural areas leave school to work, and some migrate to

urban areas seeking domestic or other employment.1011  According to a press report, The Gambia
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is also a destination for children trafficked from West and Central African countries, some of

whom are purchased for as little as USD 10 in Benin, Togo, Mali, Niger and Nigeria.1012

The Constitution mandates free and compulsory primary education, but a lack of resources

and educational infrastructure has made implementation difficult.1013  In 1995, the gross primary

enrollment rate was 77.1 percent and the net primary enrollment rate was 64.7 percent.1014  School

fees long prevented many children from attending school, but in February 1998 the President of The

Gambia ordered the termination of fees for the first six years of schooling.1015  Girls make up about

40 percent of primary school students, though the figure is much lower in rural areas where cultural

factors and poverty prevent parents from sending girls to school.1016  Approximately 20 percent of

school-age children attend Koranic schools, which usually have a restricted curriculum.1017

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Gambia’s minimum age for employment is set at 18 years.1018  All employers must file

labor cards that list employees’ ages with the Labor Commissioner, but few inspections are

conducted.1019  The Gambia has arrested and deported child traffickers, although the practice

continues.1020  The Gambia ratified both ILO Convention 138 on September 4, 2000 and ILO

Convention 182 on July 3, 2001.1021
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