Cote d’lvoire

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

Cote d’Ivoire is one of nine countries participating in the ILO-IPEC project to combat the
trafficking of children for exploitative labor in West and Central Africa, which is funded by
USDOL.%®! In September 2000, Cote d’Ivoire and Mali signed a bilateral agreement to curb the
trafficking of Malian children into Cote d’Ivoire.®*> The Government of Cote d’Ivoire is in discus-
sions with Burkina Faso and Togo to establish similar agreements.®®* In July 2001, the National
Committee for Combating Trafficking and Exploitation of Children was created by presidential
decree.®® The government has also undertaken several educational and training programs to
discourage domestic trafficking®® and is now utilizing the police along the country’s borders to
stop international trafficking.5*

The Government of Cote d’Ivoire has stated its support for efforts to combat exploitation
of children in the country’s cocoa sector. A program, funded by USDOL, will seek to withdraw
children from hazardous work in this sector, provide income generation and economic alternatives,
and promote education.®®” In addition, the USAID-supported Sustainable Tree Crops Program is
incorporating elements into its program and is coordinating with the USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC
program to address child labor in the cocoa sector.®® The government has agreed to various
surveys and studies on child labor and labor conditions in the cocoa sector funded by USAID,
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USDOL, and the Chocolate Manufacturers’ Association.®® A national child labor survey is also
planned for 2002 in Cote d’Ivoire with technical assistance from ILO-IPEC’s SIMPOC.*°

The Government of Cote d’Ivoire allocates more than 40 percent of its budget to educa-
tion®' and has implemented a National Development Plan for Education, which calls for universal
primary school education by 2010.%2

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, UNICEEF estimated that 40.3 percent of children between the ages of 5 and 14 in
Cote d’Tvoire work.®® Children work on family farms or as vendors, carpenters, and automobile
mechanics.®* They also work in restaurants and cafes, shine shoes, run errands, watch cars, and
wash car windows.®> Children are reportedly trafficked from Cote d’Ivoire to African, European,
and Middle Eastern countries.®®® Children have also been trafficked within Cote d’Ivoire and into
the country from Mali, Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, and Togo to work as domestic servants, farm
laborers, and indentured servants.®’ These children are sometimes forced to work for owners of
commercial farms harvesting cocoa, cotton, corn, rice, and pineapples.®® Other children are forced
to work in the country’s gold and diamond mines or in sweatshop conditions in small work-
shops.®” There have been reports of the trafficking of Nigerian girls into Cote d’Ivoire for the
purpose of child prostitution.”
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Primary education in Cote d’Ivoire is compulsory for children between the ages of 7 and
13.71 Beginning in the 2001-2002 school year, tuition fees for primary school students are
waived.””” However, parents must still pay an annual fee of 2,600 FCFA (USD 3.50) for each
child’s enrollment in public secondary schools and a monthly fee of 3,000 FCFA (USD 4) for
transporting their secondary school children.”” Parents also are responsible for buying books and
school supplies.”™ In 1996, the gross primary enrollment rate was 71.3 percent, and the net pri-
mary enrollment rate was 55.2 percent.””> A UNICEEF study in 2000 indicated that 56.9 percent of
Ivorian children ages 6 to 11 attend school and that 69.3 percent of children who enter Grade 1
actually reach Grade 5.7% There is a disparity in primary school attendance between children in
urban areas (66.5 percent) and rural areas (48.5 percent), as well as between boys (61.4 percent)
and girls (51.8 percent).””’

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Labor Code sets the minimum age for employment at 14 years and prohibits children
under 18 years from working more than 12 consecutive hours or at night, unless working as an
apprentice.””® Decree No. 96-204 also prohibits night work by children between 14 and 17 years,
unless granted on exception by the Labor Inspectorate.”” The Minority Act requires parents or
legal guardians to sign employment contracts on the behalf of children under 16 years of age and to
serve as witnesses to the signing for children between the ages of 16 and 18.7' The Labor Inspec-
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torate can require children to take a medical exam to ensure that they can undertake the work for
which they are hired. If the child cannot perform the required tasks, the employer must move him/
her to a suitable job, and if that is not possible, the contract must be cancelled.”!! Decree No. 96-
193 restricts children from working in bars, hotels, pawnshops, and second-hand clothing stores.”"?
Forced or compulsory labor is prohibited,”* as is having sexual relations with a minor 15 years or

younger.’!

The child labor laws in Cote d’Ivoire apply to all sectors and industries in the country,
although the lack of government resources make them difficult to enforce in the informal sector.
Cote d’Ivoire has not ratified ILO Convention 138 or ILO Convention 182.7'¢
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