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British Virgin Islands
No Assessment

Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor
There is no evidence that children in the British Virgin Islands 
are engaged in the worst forms of child labor.

Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms 
of Child Labor
The minimum age for employment under the Labor Code of 
2010 is 16, and children younger than age 18 are prohibited 
from hazardous work. However, children ages 14 to 16 may 
perform light work with approval from the Minister. (1) 
Children between ages 16 and 18 must have sufficient training 
and supervision when operating heavy machinery, and all 
children younger than age 18 are prohibited from night 
work.(1) The Labor Code also provides for the removal and 
rehabilitation of children subjected to the worst forms of  
child labor and makes the offense punishable with a fine, 
holding both the employer and the child’s parent or guardian 
liable.(1) No information was found on whether the 

Government has developed a list of hazardous occupations 
prohibited to children.

The Constitution prohibits slavery and forced labor.(2) Under 
the Criminal Code (Amendment) Act of 2007, trafficking in 
minors and enslaving or bonding children are illegal. The code 
also prohibits the production, publication or possession of 
child pornography.(1, 3, 4). The Labor Code prohibits child 
prostitution, the use of a child for illicit activities, and forced  
or compulsory military recruitment of children.(1)

Education is free and compulsory until age 16.(5, 6)

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination 
and Enforcement
As there is no evidence of a problem, there appears to be no 
need for a coordinating mechanism to address the worst forms 
of child labor. The Commissioner of Labor may appoint 
inspectors to enforce the provisions of the Labor Code.(1) 
Research found no information about enforcement of the worst 
forms of child labor provisions in the Criminal Code.

Government Policies on the Worst Forms of 
Child Labor
As there is no evidence of a problem, there appears to be no 
need for policies to address the worst forms of child labor.

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor
As there is no evidence of a problem, there appears to be no 
need for programs to address the worst forms of child labor.

REFERENCES

1. British Virgin Islands. Labour Code, enacted 2010. http://www.bvigazette.org/
extrafile/G00307_Labour%20Code%20Act,%202010.pdf.

2. British Virgin Islands. The Virgin Islands Constitution Order 2007, enacted June 
15, 2007. http://www.businessbvi.com/articles/the-virgin-islands-constitution-
order-2007/.

3. British Virgin Islands. Criminal Code (Amendment) Act, 2007, enacted February 
8, 2007. http://www.bvigazette.org/extrafile/G00029_Criminal%20Code%20
(Amendment)%20Act,%202007.pdf.

4. UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. Consideration of Reports Submitted 
by States Parties Under Article 44 of the Convention: Initial reports of States parties 
due in 1996 - Overseas dependent territories and crown dependencies of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Nothern Ireland; 2000 Febraury 22,. 

5. Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
Education Act 1996, enacted July 24, 1996. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
ukpga/1996/56/contents.

6. U.S. Embassy- London official. E-mail communication to official U.  
April 1, 2011.



710 U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A B O R ’ S  B U R E A U  O F  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L A B O R  A F F A I R S 

N O N - I N D E P E N D E N T  CO U N T R I E S  A N D  T E R R I TO R I E S  –  L AW S  A N D  R AT I F I C AT I O N S

Anguilla
British 
Virgin 

Islands

Christmas 
Island

Cocos 
(Keeling) 

Islands

Cook 
Islands

Falkland 
Islands Gibraltar Montserrat

C138, 
Minimum 
Age N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

C182, Worst 
Forms of 
Child Labor

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Convention 
on the Rights 
of the Child 
(CRC)

X X N/A N/A X X N/A X

CRC Optional 
Protocol 
on Armed 
Conflict

N/A N/A N/A N/A No N/A N/A N/A

CRC Optional 
Protocol on 
the Sale of 
Children, 
Child 
Prostitution 
and Child 
Pornography

N/A N/A N/A N/A No N/A N/A N/A

Palermo 
Protocol on 
Trafficking in 
Persons

N/A N/A N/A N/A No N/A N/A N/A

Minimum 
Age for Work 14 16 15 15 None 16 16 14

Minimum 
Age for 
Hazardous 
Work

None 18 None None None 18 16 15

Compulsory 
Education 
Age

17 16 17 17 15 16 15 16

Free Public 
Education Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes




