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PROJECT TITLE BRIGHTER FUTURES PROGRAM: COMBATING CHILD
LABOR THROUGH EDUCATION IN NEPAL, PHASE I

REGION/COUNTRY ASIA/Nepal

PROJECT DURATION April 3, 2002–May 31, 2006 (completed)

FISCAL YEAR & FUNDING LEVEL FY 2002 (FY2001 Appropriations): USD 4,000,000

Matching funds: USD 1,230,327

PROBLEM TO BE ADDRESSED The new Master Plan for the Elimination of Child
Labor of HNG/Nepal targets 16 worst forms of child
labor to be eliminated in a seven-year period. Child
labor is deeply embedded in the cultural, social, and
economic scenarios and history of Nepal. The main
determining factors are household poverty and the poor
performance of the education system in preventing
child labor.

RESULTS The project withdrew and prevented 77,450 children
from work in portering, ragpicking, domestic work, the
carpet industry, mining, and trafficking for sexual or
labor exploitation. The project targeted the 22 districts
most severely affected by the problem.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES Worst forms of child labor (WFCL) in Nepal reduced.

Immediate objectives include:

 Greater parental and community participation in
formal and out-of-school education of children
removed from WFCL;

 Quality and relevance of and access to non-formal
education (NFE) programs improved for children
removed from or at risk of WFCL;

 Barriers to the success of children removed from or
at risk of WFCL in formal school system reduced;
and

 National education policy dialogue reflects the
needs of child workers and children at risk of
becoming child workers.

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES  Worked with District Education Office and partner
NGOs to develop district plans and participatory
system to address child workers and children at
risk;

 Formed and strengthened parent teacher
associations, school management and vocational
education committees to improve school and
education quality;

 Trained NFE trainers and facilitators to better
address the needs of children at risk and child
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workers, including counseling; assisted government
partners with the development and implementation
of appropriate teacher training programs;

 Developed basic life skills curriculum for out-of-
school youth and developed learning materials that
link NFE and formal education opportunities;

 Linked participating school, communities and
educational programs with social services that can
help communities address the health and nutritional
needs of poor children;

 Designed and implemented baseline data collection
approach for each educational intervention;

 Supported the creation of a national coalition to
combat abusive forms of child labor through
education; held workshops, joint training activities,
and exposure visits for policy makers and
education planners; and

 Conducted participatory planning and research
activities to identify best practices that address
child labor, and disseminated and shared best
practices with stakeholders.

GRANTEE World Education

IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS International Labor Organization’s International 
Program on the Elimination of Child Labor (ILO-
IPEC); Ministry of Education (central and district
levels); Council for Technical Education and
Vocational Training (CTEVT); Ministry of Labor;
other local partner nongovernmental organizations and
program stakeholders.

CONTACT INFORMATION Office of Child Labor, Forced Labor, and Human
Trafficking (OCFT)
(202) 693-4843


