The number of people
rescued from forced
labor surpasses 500 as
scandals continue to
plague the pation.

By CHING-CHING NI
Times Staff Writer

BEIJING — He was a culinary
student looking for his first job,
and when a stranger offered him
restaurant work he eagerly ac-
cepted. But the 20-year-old was
taken instead toa rural brick Kin
where he toilled as aslave with Ht-
tle food, no pay and regular beat-
ings that nearly killed him.

Vet Zhang Yinlei is among the
Iueky.

He was one of at least 548
workers rescued so far in a crack-
down on brick factories in north-
central China, where abducted
men and children as voung as 8
had been sold into slavery for $65
a head. Most of them were freed
this week in raids at thousands
of kiins in two provinces,

The case has s0 scandalized
China that staie media an-
nounced Friday that President
Hu Jintao had personally or-
dered a prompt investigation.

Child labor and harsh work-
ing conditions used to be the
stuff of propaganda movies
used by the Chinese Commu-
nists to discredit capitalist soci-
eties. Today they are a fact of life
in a country driven by ifs own
pursuit of wealth, often at the

expense of the poor.

Chinas leaders, worried
about the country’s reputation
as the sweatshop of the world,
are trying to clean up its image,
especially as the 2008 Beliing
Olympies approaches.

Embarrassing reports, how-
ever, conbinue to dog them.

China was accused this week
of empiloying children as young
as 12 to produce Olympics-re-
lated souvenirs. Authorities de-
rnied the report by Brusseis-
bhased PlayFair 2008. State-run
New China News Agency said
students from six middle schools
and two primary schools had
been hired during a holiday pe-
riod to “pack notebooks, not
Olympics-licensed products.”

The latest scandal — the slav-
ery at the brick factories — might
not have come to light had a
group of 400 men with missing
sons not sent out a collective cry

for help on the Internet. They ac- -~

cused local authorities of turning
a blind eye to the abuses and
suggested that as many as 1,000
children had been kidnapped
from Henan province and
shipped to nearby Shanxi prov-
ince by human traffickers who
abducted - their’ ehildren near
train and bus stations or lured
them away with promises of
high-paying jobs.

As a result, more than 35,000
police from Henan province and
14,000 from Shanxi province
fanned out to about 10,000 Kilns,
detaining at least 140 suspects,
the news agency said Fridaw
More raids and arrests were ex-
pected.

ent orders

Before the crackdown, some
of the fathers had been conduct-
ing their own reseue missions.

“We saved more than 100 boys
on 15 different oceasions,” said
Chai Wei, whose 17-vear-old son
disappeared in April from a
street near their home. Chai and
two other men with missing chil-
dren banded together and trav-
eled to hundreds of small brick-
vards in search of their children.

Some fathers went under-
cover. They couldn't believe what
they saw.

“They start work at 5 in the
morning and sometimes don't
finish until past midnight,” Chai
said. “They get no pay and are
fed only bread and water. If they
try to run away, they would break
their legs, Some were buried
alive, We saw police pull out two
bodies. One was an 18-year-old.
The other was 19.”

The fathers said that most of
the time when they showed up,
the young workers had been sent
into hiding. If not, they said,
ihere was usually a confronta-
tion, and sometimes thugs hired
by the owners would beat the
parents and chase them away.

“T'ney had completely. lost
their freedom,” said Zhang
Shanlin, the father of the res-
cued 20-year-old. “I saw six vi-
cious guard dogs and seven hit
men. Anyone who didn't work
hard enough was beaten. There
was no chance of running away.”
His son had refused to work and
was burned all over his back with
hot bricks.

*Another young man tried to
run away — they burned him on

yrobe o rickyard slavery

the face, leaving only the mouth,”
Chai said. “So he could still eat
and continue to work.”

The injured were given no
medieal treatment and were left
in cramped and dirty living quar-
ters where men had not washed
for so long that sores caked their
hodies. Their hair had grown
down to thelr waists, Chai said.

Zhang said his son was finally
sent to a hospital after residents’
reports of the brutal working
eonditions to police prompted a
raid. When they were freed, some
of the laborers seemed so dazed
and frightened that they. could
barely talk.

“My son toid me that if he
hadnt been rescued he would
not be alive today,” Zhang said.

One of the reasons the inhu-
mane trealment has gone on for
50 long, parents say, is connec-
tions. The cwner of the company
invoived in the case of Zhang’s
son'sisthe sonofalocal Commu-
nist Party official and the police
were reluctant to touch him,

“QOf course he knew what was !

going on at the brick factory,”
Zhang said. “He visited there
several times a week, and he pro-
vided the coal and electricity
that ran the place.”

Despite the crackdown, hun- |

dreds more parents, including
Chad, have yet to reunite with
their children,

“1 don't know if we will ever !

find him,” Chai said. “Tt cuts like
a knife. Bach day we don't find
him is ancther day for him of liv-
ing in danger.” :

chingching.nigrlatimes.com
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eports of Forced Labor at Brick Kilns Unsettle China

By HOWARD W. FRENCH

HANGHAIL June 15 — Su Jinduo
Su Jinpeng, brother and sister,
e traveling home by bus from a
ation visit te Qingdao during the
1ese New Year when they disap-
red.
heated out of their money when
7 sought o buy a ticket for the fi-
ieg of the journey home, their fa-
<, Su Jianjun, said in an interview,
7 were taken in by a woman who
sided them with warm shelter
a meal on a cold winter night.
aiso offered them & chance (o
1+ enough money to pay their fare
welping her sell fruit.
he next thing they knew, howev-
they were being loaded ontwo a
ibus with several other children
taken to a factory in the next
since, where they were pressed
service making bricks. Several
s later, the boy, 16, escaped along
1 another boy and managed to
*h home. A few days later, Mr. Su
able to rescue his daughter.
his story and many others like #t
e swept China in recent days in
wfolding labor scandal in central
1a that invelves the kidnapping of
dreds of children, most in their
18 but some as young as &,
he children, and many adults, re-
edly, have been forced to work
ar brutal conditions -- scantily
hed, unpaid and often fed Hittle
‘e than water and steamed buns
1 the brick kilns of Shanxi Prov-

s the stories spread acress China
week, played prominently in
spaper headlines and on the In-
et, a manhunt was announced
week for Heng Tinghan, the fore-
1 of one of the kilns, where 31 en-
ed workers were recently res-
i
r. Su said his children were
ight to the Tactory argund mid-
it of the day they vanished, Once
&, they were told they would have
rake bricks. “You will start work-
1 the marning, so get some sleep,
don’t lose your bowls, or you will
> to pay for them,” he said the
iren were told. “They also
-ged them 50 renminbi for a blan-
' That is equivalent to about
L
r. Su managed to recover his

Image from a television report this week of children working at a kiln in
Hongtong, in Shanxi Province. Hundreds of them were kidnapped.

Children, many
kidnapped, work in
brutal conditions in
China’s north.

chiidren after only a matter of days
at the Kiln, but many other paremts
have been less fortunate, losing con-
tact with children for months or
years. As stories of forced labor at
the brick kilns have spread, hun-
dreds of parents have petitioned lo-
cal authorities to help them find their
chiidren and crack down on the kilns.

In some cases, according to Chi-
nese news media reports, parents
have also come together to try to res-
cue their children, placing little stock
in the iocal authorities, who are
sometimes in collusion with the oper-
ators of the kilns, Other reports have
said that local authorities, including
iabor inspectors, have taken children
from freshly closed kilns and resold
them to other factories.

The director of the legal depart-
ment of the Shanxi Province Work-
er’s Union said it was hard to mon-
itor the kilns because of their loca-
tion in isolated areas.

“Those factories are located in
very remote places and most them
are illegal entities, without any legal
registration, so it is very hard for
people cutside to know what is going
on there” said the union official,
Zhang Xiaosuo. “We are now doing a
province-wide investigation into
them, both the legal and illegal ones,
to look into labor issues there.”

Liu Cheng, a professor of labor law
at Shanghai Normal University, had
a different explanation. “My first re-
action is that this seems like a typi-
cal example of a government-busi-
ness alliance,” Mr. Liu said. “Forced
labor and child labor in China are il-
legal, but some local governments
don’t care too much.”

Zhang Xiaoying, 37, whose 15-year-
oid son disappeared in January, said
she had visited over 100 brick fac-
tories during a handful of visits to
Shanxi Province in search of him,

“You just could not believe what
you saw,” Ms. Zhang said in & tele-
phone interview on Thursday. “Some
of the kids working at these places
were at most 14 or 15 years old.”

The locai police, she said, were un-
willing to help. Qutside one factory,
she said, they even demanded bribes.

“¥e finally got into that place, and
I saw people hauling caris of bricks

with great difficulty,” Ms. Zhang
said. “Some of them were very small,
and the ropes they pulled left tracks
of blood on their shoulders and
backs, Others were making bricks,
standing by the machines.

“They had to move the bricks from
the belt very quickly, because they
were hol and heavy and they could
easily get burned or hurt by the ma-
chines.”

By Friday, with the help of Mr. Su, .
Ms. Zhang finally located herson at a °
kiln near the one to which Mr. Sa's :
chiidren had been taken.

Another father, Cai Tianliang, said":
he had set out to Shanxi Province in
May from his native Henan Province
in search of his missing son after a-
local television broadcast had shown ;
a team of television reporters and |
Henan parents searching the Shanxi !
kiins for kidnapped children, :

“I thought there was a great possi- |
bility that my son was also kid-|
napped, so | went there twice,” Mr. |
Cai said. “The usual thing is for an
owner to have more than one factory, ;
and to shift people without identifica- |
tion from one place to another.” :

On his first trip, which he took with
a group of parents, Mr. Cat said he .
found few clues. On a second visit to .
the area, he said, he was refused po- ;
lice permits to enter any of the brick
factories but persisted anyway.

“We located a place called the
Zhengjie Brick Factory in a town :
called Chenghei, and at first they
would not allow us in,” he said, "but
we kept negotiating, Finally, they let |
a few of us in, and they found my son :
inside.” :

Like many other parents, Mr, Cail
said he was dumbfounded by the
boy’'s condition when they were re-
united.

“My son was totally dumb, not’
even knowing how to cry, or to
scream or to call out 'Father,” ™ he
said. “I burst into tears and held him
in my arms, but he had no reaction.
He was in rags and had wounds all
over his body. Within three months
ke had lost over 10 kilos,” about 22
pounds.

Mr. Cai said he tried to rescue an-
other 16-year-oid boy he found there,
hut was refused by the factory boss.
“He said I could cnly take my own,”
Mr. Cai said, “and must leave other
people behind at the kiln.”

rHE NEW YORK T18iES INTERNATIONAL saTurDAY, JUNE 186, 2007




Saturday >lli?dﬁj’ June 16 - 17,

20067

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

ults, Children Saved
From Brutal Conditions:
Signof Growth’s Abuses

s\, hORDG“\E FAIRCLOUGH
SHANGHAI-Chinese authorifies
said they rescued more than 500 peo-
pie, including dozens of children, from
‘ejave labor” in brick kilns and coal
mines, ustrating the sometimes se-
veve sbuses spawred by China’s break-
neck seonomic development.

More than 45,000 police have
fnnned out across Henan and Shanxi
vinces to crack down on instances
avced labor. The investigation was
1 pted, in part, by an Internet cam-
anisn mourted by hundreds of parents
e said their ciildren have been kid-
napned and sold to brickyard owners.

revelations about the extent of the
abuses, which have received wide cov-
erace In state-owned newspapers and
o television news, comeat a sensitive
tirne for China’s Communist Party lead-
.r¢, who are looking to polish the coun-

@

Forced Labor

2 The News: Chinese police freed
drads of forced faborers, including
iprens of children.

2 The Trigger: A online campaign by
5 who say thely chilgren were

2O
napped for work 2t brick kilns and
ceal mines apparently prompted the
arpment crackdowi.

2 Yihat's at Stake: The Chinese
srpynent is trying to polishits
ge with its own people and the
rid in the run-up to the 2008
smpics in Bedling.

trvig mternational image ahead of next
s Dlympie Games in Beljing.
This is the second time child labor
emerged as a national issue in a
Last weel éud urions and hu-
ghts grouns \!éeged that some
ipie merch: sidise 15 being made
ge workers. The
it E"‘lT)ciIll}Elc{xit‘
i Iome

Rescued workers in Shanxi province

some of them children, had been kid-
napped or lured to work at the brick
liins with false promises and then
held against their will and forced to
work long hours without pay or ade-
quate food. More than 150 people have
been arrested.

Chaj Wei, a 38-year-old father from
Henan, says his 17-year-old mentally
handicapped son was kidnapped in
April while playing outside, Mr. Chai
returned Thursday from a trip to
Shanx: with other parents searching
brickyards for their missing children.

“We contacted the local police,
but they are protecting the brick-
kiln owners,” Mr. Chai says. “They
wouldr’t help us.”

It wasr’t My, Chai’s fivst trip to moun-
tainous Shanxi to look for his son. After
a worker reported seeing his son at a
brick kiln in a town called Shangxin, M.
Chai traveled seven hours by trainin an
offort to bring his sen home. “But [
didnt find him. They must have sent
him somewhere else,” he says,

Han Dongfeng, a Hong Kong-hased
lahor-rights activist and founder of
the China Labor Bulletin, says that
forced labor has been a probiem for
wore than a decade, especially in brick
, (hil mines and small garment
People think they can do

sal or iHlegal, to make

cam-
il

viz r{an damt@ the o:
the parents of m o
with prompring the guthori

Vorkers

tor take action on an issue long swept
under the rug.

The Communist Party's main na-
tional newspaper, People’s Daily, carried
a lengthy article Friday saying that po-
Hee had stwmnbled by accident on slave
workers at a brick kiln owned by the son
of a village Commumist Party boss in |
Shanxi provinee at the end of May.

The party official’s son, Wang Bin-
bin, was quoted by Pecple’s Daily as say-
ing he began employing workers pro-

" vided by muman traffickers after falling

into debt and being unable to afford to
pay locally recruited laborers, Workers
were severely beaten when the pace of
their work slowed, the report said.

Mr. Wang and two others were ar-
rested and 31 workers freed Iy the po-
lice in that case. But it appears to have
been the online outcry by parents—
through bulletin and message boards—
that led to a widening crackdown over
the past two weeks.

China’s leaders, worried about pub-
Hic unease with the widening gap be-
tween China’s haves and have-nots,
have been trying to position them-
selves inereasingly as the champions
of the country’s less well-off. So they
are especially eager to be seen as tak-
ing strong measures to tackle wrong-
deing, observers say.

The government is also concerned
about its appearance in the run-up to
the Olympies, when a surge in foreign
media coverage is likely to create an
image of China in the world’s mind
that will persist for years afterward.

Last weekend, PlayFair 2008, an alli-
ance of global trade unions and nongov-
ernmental crzanizations, charged that
workers making some Olympic merchan-
dise were being mistreated. Since there-
port was issued, the government andthe :
Beijing Olympic organizing committee ;
have scrambled to respond, On Wednes-
day, Chen Feng, the deputy director of
rhe marketing department of the Beljing
Organizing Committee for the Olympic
Games, said at & news conference that,
“if we find any problems, we will se-
verely punish those violators”

The municipal government of Bong-
guan, a southern city where one of the

55 eited by the activists is lo-

aid that the plantdidinfactem- |

Aoy u.zldmn under the age of 16, but
t 1at they hadn’t worked on Olvmpics-

relnted products. ‘

—Tang Hanting and Ellen Zhu
contributed fo 1his articie.
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Who Will Save Our Children?
~= Four hundred fathers who have lost their children shed tears of blood begging for

help

We are the fathers of those unfortunate children who were tricked and taken to Shanxi
brick factories for hard labor. Our children, because of their vyoung age and
inexperience in the world, because they were alone at the Zhengzhou train station,
at a bus stop, under an overpass, or on the side of the read, were tricked or forced
to get in a car and then taken and sold for the price of 500 Renminbi (note: about
$60 USA dollars) te the Shanxi brick factory for hard labor. Since our children went
missing, we set down cur lives and left cur homes to search all over for our children.

After a very difficult time of searching with no news, we finally obtained accurate
information., Our children were sold by human traffickers to become slaves at a Shanxi
brick factory. Disregarding our personal safety, we snuck into these places a number
of times, we even dressed up as workers to go under cover, finally we learned that
Linfen City, and Yongji city of Shanxi Province were where the brick factories were

most concentrated.

Although we had imagined countless times the danger sur children faced, but when we



actually walked into the mountain gully, and passed through the rows of surrounding
witlls and saw the unfertunate children, we were still shocked by what we beheld: they
were foreed to work with both hands and feet, some of the children had long hair like
primitive men and had not had contact with the cutside world for seven years, Those
who had attempted to escape were crippled from beastings, but this was nothing
considering that some children had even had their backs branded with burning hot
bricks by supervisors to the point of being badly mutilated. Some have been in the
hospital for several months now alter being rescued and still have not recovered.
Everyday they worked more than fourteen hours and were still not properly fled
Semetimes because they were overly weary they would fool off, then the supervisor
would pick up a brick and smash them over the head until their heads were cracked
and bleeding. Then they would wrap up the wound with some rags and force them to
centinue to work. They would be struck and kicked, and were routinely beaten with
a club: furthermore some children were struck until they were seriously injured, vet
they would not receive treatment, they could only treat themselves at the brick
factory. If they could not heal themselves or the wounds got worse, 1f they wers
nearing death the black-hearted supervisor and factory owner would take these workers
and bury them alive. Because these children had not bathed for a long time they had
developed severe skin diseases. The youngest was only eight years old. In order to
receive a full meal he was very obedient, every day doing heavy labor that would be
difficult even for an adult., Their personal freedom was restricted, in all weather

there was a supervisor cor thug standing guard

Seeing pair by pair their fear—stricken and helpless eyes wrenched our hearts. Every
person with a conscience, upon seeing such a situation would want to rescue all of
them. But we were alone and weak, our forces too limited, we had few options. it was
likely we would only able to save our own child from Henan Province. We were
guilt-stricken that we would be unable to change the fates of those children from
Hubei, Sichuan and other provinces, Through cur concerted efforts we were able to
rescue more than forty children who had ended up in this hellhole. They were the
reunited with their parents. Furthermore, when we showed them photos of our children
they gave ug encouraging news that some of our children had been their fellow workers.
But because there are many pecple looking for their children the cruel brick factory
owner was extremely vigilant: if there were even a slight rumor he would secretly
transfer them to another brick factory. This made the search for our children even

more difficult.

Upon rescuing a child we would find his body covered with scars, making us cry every
time. We did not know what sort of horrible experience these tender lives had been
through — even less did we know what danger our own children were facing at this
mement. We are fathers, we must save our children, but in this gorge, in this
unfamiliar region, the factory owners learned of our search and that made our effort

even more challenging.



Wi are too Few, at any time owr ¢hildren face ife-threatening danger. We had no choice
bul to ask the government for help. We covered Shanxi countryside, county, and
municipal police offices, as well as the labor depariment. But we were only
disappointed: not only did the police ignore and brush aside cur claim they even sought
every means to prevent us from taking with us the children we already {reed.
Furthermore, when the owner of the brick factory intimidated us the police took no
action. The head of the county public security bureau, al the urging of his superiors,
said to us that the children went missing in Henan, the owner of the forced labor
factories is alse from Henan. You ought to return to Henan to report this case to
the police there, as long as the Henan police step forward on this case we will
cooperate completely. We were left with no choice but to wearily make our way back
to Henan. But then in Henan the pclice expressed that they were willing to help us
but unable; they explained that our children had only been illegally compelled into
labor, it was not a homicide case and so it did not qualify for a police follow-up;
furthermore, according to the law the crime is located in Shanxi, so the Shanxi police

opught to rescue the children.

Inaddition, according to our information, the leading suspect in the abduction, Yang,
who crippled some of the children, has already been detained by the Shanxi police.
Yet, the Shanxi police said that there was not enough evidence for a case. [t is obvious
that this 1s an organized criminal gang. Every day they collect targets, from
Zhengzhou and other areas they use all sorts of methods to haul people to the Shanxi
brick factory. Presently at the Shanxi brick factory there are more than one thousand
children, among them there are more than four hundred from Henan. If this crime is
not stopped then every day somebody will go missing and this will severely impact

the stability of society.

As we walked out the main entrance of the public security bureau our hearts were heavy.
In this a matter of life and death for an underprivileged group, we have been able
to overcome difficulties and obstacles to search for clues, but because the public
security offices pass off responsibility we could not continue our search for our
children. In this society that everyone calls a harmonious system, where is there
respect for life? How much longer must we walk on this long path searching for our
children? During this uncertain search some children' s parents passed away filled
with sadness, some had nervous breakdowns. We are blood relatives of these children,
no matter how difficult, we will not give up. But what of our children, those
vulnerable lives who need ocur protection, how much longer can they hold cut under

such devastating circumstances?

We cannot waste any time with the safety of cur children uncertain, who will save
our children? After two different provincial governments rejected responsibility,
where should we turn for help? In such an urgent matter of life and death, who will

help us?



== Signed by mere than four hundred fathers who have lost their children

{The Wel Jingsheng Foundation is responsible for the translation of this English

version.
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The Wei Jingsheng Foundation and the Overseas Chinese Democracy Coalition are
dedicated to the promotion of human rights and democratization in China. We
appreciate your assistance and help in any means., We pledge solidarity to all who
struggle for human rights and democratic governance on this planet.

You are welcome to use or distribute this release. However, please credit with this

foundation and its website at: www.weljingsheng. org

Although we are unable to afford to pay royalty fees at this time, we are seeking
your contribution as well. You may send your articles, comments and opirnions to:
HCP@wei jingsheng. org. Please remember, only in text files, not in attachments.

For website issues and suggestions, you may contact our professional staff and web

master at: webmaster@Wel jingsheng. org

To find out more zbout us, please also visit our websites at:
www. WeiJingSheng. org and www, Chinalaborlnion. org
for news and information for Overseas Chinese Democracy Coalitien and human rights

znd democracy movement as whele, especially our Chinese Labor Union Base.

You may contact Ciping Buang at: HCP@Wei jingsheng. org or
Wei Jingsheng Foundation office at: 1-202-543-1538 Fax: 1-202-543-1539

Wei Jingsheng Foundation' s address is:
415 East Capitol Street, SE, Suite 2, Washington, DC 20003-3810, USA

Its postal address is:
Wei Jingsheng Foundation, P, 0. Box 15449, Washington, DU 20003, USA

You are receiving this message because you had previous shown your interest in
learning more about Mr. Wei Jingsheng and the Chinese Democratic Movement. To be
removed from the list, simply reply this message and use "unsubscribe” as the Subject.

Please allow us a few days to process your request.
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China Capture
Man Accused

W abor Abuse

BEIJING, lune 17 (Reuters
The Chinese po];a‘ have captur
man accused of holding worke
virtpal slavery e news me
ported Sunday in a national
aver teenagers and men foresd
work in brutal, furnacelike
kilns.
The man, Heng Tinghan,
cused of holding workers in a kil
Hongtong County in the norvihern
province of Shanxi. One worker,
was mentally impaired, died
being beaten by one of Mr. H
heipers, and the police rescued 32
workers, who were thin and scarved.

The police caught Mr. He
Saturday after a nationwide m
hunt, the official Xinhua news
cy reported.

He has become a central villain in
national drama over the nuim”
oing of hundreds of children, most I
their teens but seme as YOUng ¢
forced or cheated into grueling
in kilns, mines and foundries ¢
Shanxi and the neighboring He
Province.

Wwhen caught in Hubei vamm :
central China, Mr. Heng aneGle :
tor mistreating workers but v
1 secept blame for the death
mentally impaired man, a
newspaper reported.

“1 felt it was a fairly small
just hitting and swearing
warkers and not giving them »
;‘vs‘*r, Heng said, according o

n Evening MNews, “Thp dead
E v:l nothing to do with m

The scandal has tam
erning Communist P

build a “harmonious” s
proved rights and income
{is of mzll‘on‘% of paor farm

r

s.f";:aose:ﬁ officials’ failure io
abor laws. Stute felevision ha
r'zsd ih'i cwners of the p

: ;}"%E‘d 388 p
and other work si
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ir al Chlm embu on his first t?‘ip
to the provinelal capital. It dmr t take
long for himto get dr |
fi abor scand:
AL NOW Coming o Ezghr.

1 had set out in search of work
upport his family. Instead, the

Mr.
tohelp s

teenager ended up being sold Into .

bondage at a brick factory.

Moments after he stepped off the |
ainin Zhengzhow's cavernous rail sta-

tiom, he says, a middie-aged man ap-

peare od and asked if he was interested -

in a job. Mr, Li foligwed the stranger

llt.:idﬁ where two others emerged

from the shadows, gmbbmg }1: and
<hoving him into a white minivan

“I sereamed, but no one haard me,”

; w L1, one of the first victims to

Baifing <
SHANXI % ® -
PROV!NCEj— :
wl 0 HERAN

PROVINCE-==

ntinued from Page One
v officials—the scandal
threatens ro sully the couniry’s
nternational image as it pre-
sares to host the 2008 Clympic
Gaumes in Beliing.

News of the abuses has hit
hard among Chinese peopls
disillusioned by the social and
economic inequities that have
often gone hand in hand with
the country’s shift to capital-
1sm. Buf the recent events
show how China’s citizens and
media are inereasingly willing
to exert pressure on political
leaders.

“Inz the end, the government
had to pay attention and find
ourboys,” says Mr, Li’s father, Li
Runzhi.

His son returned home last
week, his hands burned by
scorching hot bricks pulled
from the kiins, His body was in-
fested with lice. “Now, I just
want to sieep all the time,” the
yvounger My, L1 quietly said Sun-
day during an interview at his
parents’ tiny, spartan home. He
wore a loose-fitting orange
T-shirt decorated with cartoon
pandabears. His hair was newly
cropped.

“] feel happy he is back..but
he doesp’t talk to us,” says
Zhang Yugin, the teen’s mother.
“He used to be a very lively
Loy...We are not going to send
him to work anywhere for a
while,”

Much of Mr. Li’s account has
been corroborated by reports
carried by China’s official Xin-
hua News Agency and the Com-
munist Party’s own flagship
newspapet, People’s Daily, Chi-
na's state-controlled press has
been filled with graphic photos
of injured slave laborers in tat-
tered clothing and detailed ac-

e

o~
i
-
1
+

[w-zun siai
200 people
©the _:A;LCL

counts of

50 fan

The brick factory wl
Yackal and 30 oihe
was set up by the Comny
Party chief of the village -
run by his son, according
thorities. Last wesk, Xinhua
and People’s Daily both ran sto-
ries trumpeting the arrest of
the son and several employees.
vesterday, Xinhua reported
that the partv chief had been
sacked.,

The police raid that freed
My, Ll was one of the first ina
sweep of hundreds of brick fac-
tories and mines, The opera-
tion was prompted in large part
by a grass-roots movement
driven by people like ¥ir. Li's fa-
ther and other parents of ab-
ducted children. Ancther caia-
fyst: a May report, broadcast
on the Henan provincial televi-
sion station in Zhengzhou, that
detailed the abduction of work-
ers and featured a videotape of
laborers at one of the brick-
vards.

After the stary aired, par-
ents of missing children gath-
ered at the TV station’s offices,
swapped stories and began
working together to find their
children, Hundreds ended up
traveling to Shanxi to search
brick kilns, prodding the police
to act.

The campaign spread fo the
internet and sparked a media
outery that foreed the govern-
ment to tackle a long-ignored
prokiem, So far 168 factory vp-
erators and others have beenar-
rested in Henan and Shanx
nrovinces, according 1o Xin-
hua.

Forced

fabor appears to

Tuesday,

umoxem inC hma overt
Lh Laihl_‘. JC[‘\ 3

ﬂ rwork, ’\iam g0 *o the ¢
tant and unfamniliar reaches of
the country’s big cities,

Traffickers either abduct
people or lure them To work

with false promises of good

pay. Their targets are .
often the voung and dis-
abled, since they are
the least likely to es-
cape. China’s vast, mi-
grant work force piays
to their advantage.
Families may go for
maonths without realiz-
ing their loved ones are
missing. Most have no
practical way to look
for them if they do dis-
appear.

The 1.5, State Depart-
ment, which recently
published its annual re-
port on human traffick-
ing and forced labor, os-
rimates that a minimum
of 10,000 t0 20,000 peo-

D}C fall prey to human
raffickers each year.
Chi;m remains on the State De-
partment’s *watch list,” in
part, the report says, because
the country hasn’t made “con-
certed efforts to investigate
and punish government offi-
cials specifically for complicity
intr a*nck;ng ”

Mr. LI and his wife are part
of a zroup of six families work-
ing together to find their miss-
ing sons, So far, they are the
only ones whose boy has been
found. ¥T think 's very copt-
mao,” Mr Ll says. < }m?}o We
can solve this problem once

June 19, 20607




andfor alland recover allof our
last bovs.”

Li Yackai’s odyssev began
at the Zhengzhou rail station,
one of the largest in China,
Nearly 150,000 people pass
through the stailen every day,
and it has hecome 4 notorious
bub for human traffickers, ac-
cording to a report on China
Central Television last year,

After the kidnappers

—r

Lisavs. He began to wender if
his son had met a similar fate,

Other parents whose chil-
dren went missing from the
Zhengrhou train station wor-
rigd, too, Dr\}mpdwg lecal TV re-
vorters 1o search for clues. On
May 19, the Zhengzhou televi-
sjon station aired the fivst ofits
stories about children being
sold into bondage.

Mr, Li saw the news and

A paid worker, center, pulis 2 cart of bricks next to a man, right, who has been
rescued by local authorities from slavery, at & brick kiln in China on June 16.

wprehended over the weekend
it another provinge.
Government propaganda of-
ficials, meanwhile, sought to
rein in media covernge. Web
sites wire orderved to block dis-
cussion of the events, Butcover-
age in the Chinese press—all of
which is uitimately controlied
by the state in € hing—has con-
rinued unabated.

Some Chinese government
officiais had financial in-
terests in the mostly ille-
aal operations, authoyi-
a5 say, The vounger My
i recalls that once, while
heing held captive. he saw
goevernment figures visit
the kiln to collect bribe
maoney from the foreman.

Mr, Li says that he did
his hest to aveld invoking
the ire of the overseers, “1
worked hard, When I was
ardered fo do something,
1 did it,” says Mr. Li. He
subsisted on a diet of
tread, noodles and water.
He says he was beaten
twice when he became
too exhausted and weak
to work quickly.

“1 was always looking
for some way tc escape,”

grabbed Mr. Li, he savs he was
thrown into a small reom with
barred windows that served as
a holding cell. In time, he was
joined by four other abductees
ranging in age from 17 to 58,

The five of them were
amnmed inte the back of a van
with darkened windows and
suarded by two men armed
with crowbars. They were or-
dered to remain silent, The van
drove all night and they were
delivered tothe brickyard eazly
the next morning.

Mr. Li, who 15§
3-fpet-6-inches tall and at the
fime weighed about 2
neunds, says he was immedi-
ately put to work carting heavy
ds of bricks. He was forbid-
ten to talk to the other workers
and initially didn't even know
where he was—in & remoie
county in Shanxt Province,
mue than 300 Ihiii“- from his
e in Henan P‘ o

51
ed on with

&
i

called the station, locking for
information. More than 1,600
different families also called,
according to the TV station.
Groups of parents banded to-
gether and went to the authori-
ties calling for action. Initially,
the response was tepid. The no-
lice advised Mr, Li te file a
missing-perscns. report and
Suggeﬁt{'d that he and the
ther parvents showld look for
*21@1‘ sons themselves, “1 was
very unhappy and disap-
pointed,” Mr. L1 says.

Mr. Li spent weeks traveling
to brick kilns in Henan and
Shanxi, discovering what he be-
lieves were hundreds of chii-
dren and adults being forced to
work against their will. He was
stil searching when he re-
ceived a call saving the police
had found his son.

Scores of other }"[11'61"ES
faunched their own rescue ef-
f 1S, reporting what they

aund to the police
{ta. Barly this month, 400 fa-
gned g leiter demand-
at :Eae Gm’f’r“lmcnt fake
ted it ouline. Al

’d} o to have
aied w;rh the gov-

ing th
action and 2

i‘zﬁe atter 1ol

&
&

nd the me-

Mr. Lisays. Buthe knew such an
etfort was fraught with risk.
(One boy who tried to run away
vias capiured and beaten by the
zuards, They brn}fe t'he hov's
leg with iron bars, M. Li says.

As Mr. Li told lns story of
captivity, Liu Yuanql, the
mother of o missing deaf hoy,
sat on a stool hugging herself,
Her 17-vear-old son, Cheng
Xicopeng, was abducted at the
end of February after traveling
1o Zhengzhou with some class-
mates for vacation. His friends
sald two older men seized Mr
Cheng in the train station and
dragged him off.

Ms. Liu has crisscrossed
Shanxi looking for her son. Af-
ter another parent reported
seeing a deaf boy who resem-
bled Mr. Cheng at a brickyard,
she rushed there, only to find
that the hoy had been sent else-

s had such a hard life,”

WM. Liu saye of her son. Last
vear, he
muonths with a

was !wsmm;?ed faor
kidney disease,
s that he may be

hie doesn't have

e people have no
i 3 3

e qjifig' o

3
to this article,
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Working in Liuvang
5 amid stacks of shells =
filled with gunpowder =
. 5 o4

Cheap Exports Fuel Growth
In Backyard Pyrotechnics;
More Li Statues Than Mao

By James T. AREDDY

Litang, China

CROSS THIS sprawling, upwardly
mohbile country, towns proudly pro-
claim they are what they make,
Wenzhou calls itself Ching's Shoe
A. Capital. Datang, a bit more mod-
estly, lavs claimto Seck City. And then therels
Liuyang—Fireworks Capital of the World.

fames T, Avaddy

Chinese Fireworks

Neariy all the celebratory explosions set
off by Americans—from the lowly New Year’s
firecracker to next week’s mighty Fourth of
July mertar—originate in Liuyang, a county
nestled into the red hills and bamboo forests
of Hunan. Local lore has it that Li Tian in-
vented firecrackers hereabouts 1400 years
ago, and today statues of Inventor Ll outnum-
ber those of Chairman Mao. China’s Ministry
of Commerce estimates that the country pro-
duces 75% of the world’s fireworks; Liuyang
says it makes 70% of that--accounting for
more than half of the globe's explosions-for-
fun-and-pageantry market,

“Inevery family, at least one nerson works
with fireworks companies,” says 30-year in-

Please turn to poge B6
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Continued from page Bl

dustry veteran Yu Shunan, owner of
Linydng's Jiahua Fireworks Manu-
facturing Co., which exports more
than hatl its output to the 1.8, Some
210200 people, G0% of Liuyang's pop-
alation, work at home and at 1,500
tactories cutting paper, forming card-
board tubes, twisting wicks and—
wost risky of all—sluffing gunpow-
der into enough fireworks to 11 26
milifon cases annually.

Liuvang’s cheap bottle rockets,
doman candles and sparklers are
aelping drive atrend in the U8, to-
ward  do-it-yourself  fireworks
shows. The IS, fireworks business
s booming, with 45 states now allow-
g the legal sale of at least the most
sasic devices, says the American Py-
rotechnics Association, a Maryiand-
ased trade group. U8, fireworks
sales are growing despite fewer
arge-scale public events, surh as
he annual Macy’s Fourth of July
ihow in New York City, which have
olten harder and more expensive to
swganize because of a “a crazy quilt
#orewudations” after the Rept. 11
SOOL terrorist attacks, says Jubie
deckmai, the association’s execu-
dve divector

Backyard shows have been [he hig-
sest growth area for the U8, fire-
works industry: Revenue is up 50%
iince 2000, to $900 million last year,
iceording to the association,

Al atime of rising concern abount
‘hinese-made products from tooth-
wste 1o pet food, fireworks from
‘hina have registersd relatively lew
weblems. Fven as U8, imports have
vaved, injury rates by some mea-
ares have declined—and most of
hose infuries have come from mis-
e rather than defocts. Refore five-
iy . histribu-

tors rely on testing by a Maryland-
based, industry-supported group,
American Fireworks Standards Labo-
ratory, to test them in China.

“The products coming out of
China are better than they've ever
been.” says John Rogers, the lab’s ox-
ecutive director.

When the organization started
testing in 1994, some 35% of the fire-
works tested in China were rejected
for not meeting U.5. government and
voluntary industry safety standards.
Last year, its 50 contract inspectors
rejected only 7% of the fireworks in
the 40000 lots tested, While overy
fireworks recall since 2004 —inchng-
ing two this month--has involved Chi-
nese-made progucts, the products in-
votved amounted to far less than 1%
of total annual imports, according to
U.5. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission statistics.

inLiuyang, town elders trace fire-
works to Mr. Li, & Tang Dynasty
former who made something pon
whenr ke was {iddling with concoc-
tions he hoped might scare bad spir-
its off his land., “Thiz was the first fire-
cracker in Chinese hislory,” says Xiao
Jixian, director of Liuyang's China
Fireworks Culture Museum.

But safety, as much as history, ex-
plains how Liuyang came to domi-
nate the fireworks business, Almost
everywhere else in China, officials
have made fireworks companies up-
welcome.

It took a terrible accident siy
vears ago to focus China’s govern-
ment on industry safety, Thousands
sfworkshops were shut down nation-
wide affer 42 schoolchildren were
hlown up in thelr vural Jianex proy-
ince ssroom while making fire-
works, The scoandal was a major inter-
national emnbarrassment for China's

government, on the scale with this
year’s cases of people being ensiaved
to make bricks in the nation’s north,

Government statistics show more
than 400 people die each year in
Chinain fireworks accidents, usually
ugly blasts in workshops.

At My, Yu's Jiahua Fireworks in
Liuyang, clear precautions are taken,
Gunpowder is handled by solitary
workersand separated by blast walls,
in butldings that are dug inte small
valleys. Te insert the wicks, young
women gently poke hales into the
cardboard tubes filled with white cun-

I a small fareily factory in Liuyang,
heavy-duty cardboard is stamped into
circles to cap fireworks sholls,

powder. Others, sitting on squat
stools in the shadow of thousands of
carefully arranged live munitions,
glue enlabels. Few work more tha o
single footsiep from doces that are
left open at all times,

Fireworks have never gone out of
fashion in China. They remained Ppop-
wlar even during the turmoil of Chi-
na's Cultural Revolution in the 1060+«
and 1970s when other traditions
were abandoned, says Chen Gang, a
third-generation pyrotechnician in
Shanghai. At least once a week, My,
Chen guides a hoat arcund coal
barges to the edge of Shanghai's his-
toric Bund for a downtown show, of-
ten with a foreign multinational foot-
ing the bitl of $1:250 a minute.

‘The passion for noise and smolkeis
ubiguitons and year vound, Like un-
corking champagene is eleewhere,
Hghting astring of red firecrackers is
the traditional way to toast a busi-
ness launch, house move or mar-
riage. As in Inventor Li's time, the

4.m N%@%\W@%mmﬂg wﬂmﬁ%@

flash and noise are supposed to senr

off bad spirirs,

And st widnisht on Chinese Nes
Year, siveel corners in big cities be
came blast zones where polies s
aside as residents iend ¢
snoot rapid- A
sizad boves am
with burned pape

When the ciry of Beijing rescind
a 1d-vear-old ban on fireworks

of refri
e roads

ment o
cheered that

poputationli
during

of the
atfeast one fireers

[YERY 5
iracesits ooty ol

ams, later the second presiden:
called for “hells, bonfives and Hhoy
ione" Lo es ste the Declaration

works S, backyaryd
this vear, v O g i
of prafessional shows. Philip Butler
producer with Brookhaven, NV
fumed Fireworks by Griwet. savs O
fireworks can cost a sivth o
those made alsewlere, But My, Buile:
Bavs Spanish aud fralian freworic
are often prettier, “Dees the fiye
works show tell o SLOryYT e says. 1
shouldn’t be only ba-ba-heam, boor
boom for ten or fifteen mingtes,
- BHen Zhi contrilifer

fe this arric

HYE TN
1

ONLINE ._.cgﬁ.mm.@:moa phothigrapies of
the: fireworks factories in Eluyang, at
WS com/OnlineToday



