Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working: 9.6%6°%"
Minimum age for admission to work: No*%2
Age to which education is compul sory: 1222:
1 Free public education: No
S\NaZI I an d Gross primary enrollment rate in 2002: 98%°%°
Net primary enrollment rate in 2002: 75%°%°
Percent of children 5-14 attending school: 74.39%>%7
As of 2002, percent of primary school entrants likely to reach grade 5: 77%°%%8
Ratified Convention 138: 10/23/2002%%%
Ratified Convention 182: 10/23/2002%%%
ILO-IPEC participating country: No**

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Children in Swaziland work in agriculture (particularly in the eastern region), and as domestic
workers and herders.**? Children are also found working on the streets as traders, hawkers, bus
and taxi conductors, load bearers, and car washers.**** There are reports that Swazi and
Mozambican girls are engaged in commercia sexual exploitation in Swaziland and are trafficked
to South Africafor domestic labor and forced prostitution.>***
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Child Labor Laws and Enfor cement

The law provides children with the right to be protected from work that jeopardizes their health,
education, or development.*®*® The law distinguishes between a “child” (under 15 years) and a
“young person” (between 15 and 17), but does not establish a blanket minimum age of
employment.®** Children under 15 are only allowed to work in firms where family members are
employed or in technical schools under supervision.**®” Thelaw prohibits children and young
persons under 18 years from working in mines, quarries or underground, in premises that sell
alcohol for consumption on site, or in any sector that is dangerous to their safety, health, or moral
development.®**® The law also prohibits children from working during school hours and for
more than 4 hours continuously.*** Children may not work between 6 p.m. and 7 am., except
for an apprenticeship or vocationa training approved by the Minister of Labor.**® Children are
limited to 6 hours of work per day and 33 hours per week.*®®* The Ministry of Labor is
responsible for enforcing child labor laws, but its effectivenessis limited by shortages of
personnel to conduct regular inspections, according to the U.S. Department of State. %

Children are protected by law from commercial sexual exploitation®®® and child
pornography.“®* Forced and bonded labor, including by children, is also prohibited.**®® There
is no law prohibiting trafficking in persons.*®® Children under the age 18 are prohibited from
enlisting in the military.*®’

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Swaziland is working with ILO-IPEC to implement a USDOL -funded
regional child labor project in Southern Africa. This USD 5 million project aimsto expand the
knowledge base on exploitive child labor in Swaziland and facilitate the devel opment of a
national child labor action plan.*®® The American Institutes for Research, with the support of
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the Government of Swaziland and Save the Children Swaziland, isimplementing another
regional, USDOL-funded project. ThisUSD 9 million project is designed to improve the quality
of and access to basic and vocational education for children working or at-risk of working in the
worst forms of child labor.**® Over its lifetime, this project aims to prevent 10,000 children in
five countries, including Swaziland, from engaging in exploitive |abor.**°
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document, Washington September 8, 2005, 2.
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