Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable
Minimum age for admission to work: 15790
. Age to which education is compulsory: 122%1
M ozam b| q ue Free public education: Y es*2%2
Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004 959473
Net primary enrollment rate in 2004 71%>%*
Percent of children 7-14 attending school in 1996: 51.7%%%
Asof 2001, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 4994°%%
Ratified Convention 138: 6/16/2003°%
Ratified Convention 182: 6/16/2003°%
ILO-IPEC Participating Country: Y es, associated”*
*Must pay fees and for school supplies and related items.

I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

In Mozambique, some children are forced to work in commercial agriculture, in prostitution and
as domestics.”® In rural areas, children work on family or commercial farms, often picking
cotton or tea.>**! Children also work in the urban informal sector guarding cars, collecting scrap
metal, and selling food and trinkets in the streets.”**

Children are trafficked internally and to South Africa, often with the complicity of family
members, for forced labor and commercial sexual exploitation. Women and girls are trafficked
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both in country and to South Africafor forced labor and sexual exploitation. Also, young men
and boys are trafficked in country and to South Africa for farm work and domestic service. %%

Child Labor L aws and Enfor cement

The minimum age for employment of minorsis 15 years. In exceptiona cases, the law allows
children between 12 and 15 to work with the joint approval of the Ministries of Labor, Health,
and Education. The law restricts the conditions under which minors between 15 and 18 may
work, and commits employers to provide for their education and professional training.

Children between 15 and 18 are prohibited from working more than 38 hours per week and more
than 7 hours per day.

Minors under 18 are not permitted to work in unhealthy or dangerous or physically taxing
occupations, must undergo a medical examination, and must be paid at |east minimum wage or
2/3 of the adult salary, whichever is more.*®** Violators of child labor laws are subject to fines,
the Ministry of Labor has the authority to enforce and regulate child labor laws in both the
formal and informal sectors. Labor inspectors may obtain court orders and use the policeto
enforce compliance with child labor legislation. According to the U.S. Department of State,
however, both the Labor Inspectorate and police lack adequate staff, funds, and training to
investigate child labor cases, especially outside the capital. The U.S. Department of State claims
that the law is enforced in the formal sector but enforcement is inadequate in the informal
sector.2965

The law prohibits the practice of prostitution of any form, including that of children. Procuring a
minor is punishable by imprisonment for 6 months to 2 years.?*®® Although the law contains
provisions that can be applied to the trafficking of children, it does not contain a provision
specific to that crime.®” However, enforcement initiatives dramatically improved.”® The first
trafficking case was tried in March 2006, when two men were convicted of sellingaminor. In
February 2006, six men were arrested by police for intent to traffic 43 people across the South
African border. Several trafficking schemes were broken in 2006, resulting in more than a dozen
arrests and the liberation of more than 90 victims.?**® The age for conscription and voluntary
recruitment into the military is 18 years. In times of war, however, the minimum age for military
conscription may be lowered. >
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Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

The government disseminated information and provided education about the dangers of child
labor. The public outreach effort includes the provision of training for the police on child
prostitution and abuse (including pornography). ™

The Government of Mozambique is participating in aUSD 3 million USDOL-funded 4-year
program implemented by the American Institutes for Research. The project aims to reduce the
number of child laborersin agriculture, domestic work, street work, and commercia sexual
exploitation. Through this program, 2,600 children will be withdrawn or prevented from
engaging in such activities.®"

In March 2006, the Civic Education Forum, a civil society organization, opened the first shelter
for victims of trafficking. The shelter was built on land donated by the Moamba District
Government to house and grow food for the residents.?*"®
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