Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor

Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working in 2000: 11.6%%%

Minimum age for admission to work: 152

Age to which education is compulsory: 1271%8

Free public education: Y es?1 9

Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004 980720 *
It a Net primary enrollment rate in 2004: 889672

q Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2000: 60.5%72%

As of 2003, percent of primary school entrants likely to

reach grade 5: T7%%

Ratified Convention 138: 2/13/1985%%

Ratified Convention 182: 7/9/2001%%

ILO-IPEC participating country: No?%

* Must pay for school supplies and related items.

** It is unclear how the conflict in Iraq is affecting children’s

participation in work and schooling.

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, approximately 14.7 percent of boys and 8.3 percent of girls ages 5 to 14 were working
inIrag.??®’ In urban areas, many children work on the streets shining shoes, begging, scavenging
through garbage, carrying loads, and selling items such as food, cigarettes, newspapers, and
DVDs. Children are found working in shops and markets, on delivery trucks, and as ticket
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collectors on buses.??® Children are known to work long hours and under hazardous conditions
in automobile repair shops and construction sites.??® In rural areas, children are found tending
livestock and performing seasonal manual |abor.?*°

There are reports of children being exploited as prostitutes and working in the drug trade.
Girls may also be trafficked to Gulf States.?** Y oung boys have been targeted by gangs for
sexual exploitation. Girls may be targeted by staff at private orphanages to be sold into
prostitution or trafficked out of Iraq for sexual exploitation.?* Armed political groups have
recruited children as informers, messengers, and as child soldiers.?*

Child Labor Laws and Enfor cement

The minimum age for employment is 15 years.??*> The employment of anyone under 16 yearsin
work detrimental to the worker’s health, safety, or morals is prohi bited.?** Additional legal
requirements regarding the employment of children under 18 include a maximum 7-hour
workday, a pre-employment medical examination, adaily rest period of 1 hour after 4 hours of
work, and a 30-day paid vacation per year. Employers must maintain aregister of names of
employees under 18, post a copy of the labor provisions protecting children, and keep minors’
medical fitness certificates on file. However, youth 15 or older who are employed in family
enterprises are excluded from most of these provisions.”*’

The law prohibits the worst forms of child labor, defined as lavery and similar practices
including forced labor, child trafficking, and compulsory recruitment of minors for use in armed
conflict; child prostitution; illicit activities such as drug trafficking; and work likely to harm the
health, safety, or morals of children. Promoting, assisting, or benefiting from the af orementioned
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worst forms of child labor is prohibited.?*® Violations of Labor Code provisions pertaining to
work performed by children, including the worst forms of child labor, may be penalized by
imprisonment for 10 days to 3 months or fines.”® Thereis no compulsory conscription into the
Iragi armed forces, and the minimum voluntary recruitment age is 18.2%°

The Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs (MOLSA) isresponsible for overseeing labor
inspections.??! According to the U.S. Department of State, MOLSA’s Child Labor Unit is
unable to enforce child labor laws and remove children from exploitive labor situations because
of alack of inspectors, alack of resources, and the effects of the ongoing insurgency.?? The
Ministry of Interior (MOI) is responsible for trafficking issues, however, according to the U.S.
Department of State, trafficking is not considered a high priority given the security situation, and
is not investigated.?**

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

The Ministry of Public Works and Social Affairs (MOPWSA) has a program to provide stipends
to ex-child laborers to keep them out of work and to support their schooling. MOPWSA also
supports Mercy House in Baghdad, afacility providing support services to ex-street children and
other vulnerable populations.?** The MOI operates a program to address the issues of children
living on the streets.?”> MOL SA operates shelters for orphans, some of whom may be at-risk of
becoming involved in exploitive labor.?%°

218 hid., Articles 91. See also ECPAT International CSEC Database, Iraq accessed October 18, 2006; available
from http://www.ecpat.net. See also Government of Irag, Constitution of Irag, Article 37.

2219 Coglition Provisional Authority, Order 89, Article 97.

220 Coglition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, "Global Report 2004."

22 Goyernment of Irag, Act No. 71 Promulgating the Labour Code, Article 116.

222y S, Department of State, "Country Reports- 2006: Irag," section 6d.

223 | hid. See Seealso U.S. Embassy - Baghdad, reporting, March 7, 2007.

2224 | RINnews, "Focus on child labour", IRINnews.org, [onling], May 9, 2005 [cited April 2, 2007]; available from
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?Reportl D=47022& SelectRegion=Middle_East& SelectCountry=IRAQ. See aso
IRINnews, "New socia programme assists the poor and vulnerable”, IRINnews.org, [onling], March 31, 2005 [cited
April 2,2007]; available from

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?Reportl D=46404& SelectRegion=Middle_East& SelectCountry=IRAQ.

22 S, Department of State, "Country Reports- 2006: Irag," section 5.

226 ) S, Department of State, "Irag," in Country Reports on Human Rights Practices- 2005, Washington, DC,
March 8, 2006, Section 5; available from http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2005/61689.htm. See also Integrated
Regional Information Networks, "IRAQ: Ministry Copes with Rising Numbers of Orphaned Children",
IRINnews.org, [onling], October 18, 2006 [cited April 18, 2007]; available from http://www.irinnews.org.

257



