Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children ages 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable
Minimum age of work: 1519
Age to which education is compul sory: 1119%
Free public education: Y es 199+
H al tl Gross primary enrollment rate: Unavailable
Net primary enrollment rate: Unavailable
Percent of children 5-14 attending school: Unavailable
Percent of primary school entrants likely to reach grade 5: Unavailable
Ratified Convention 138: No'*’
Ratified Convention 182: No'%%®
|LO-IPEC Participating Country: Yes'™®
*Must pay for school supplies and related items.

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Children in Haiti work on family farms and in the informal sector. Children also engage in street
vending. In general, because of high unemployment and job competition, thereis very little
child labor in the industrial sector and on commercial farms.?®® Past reports indicate that
Haitian children have worked on sugar plantations in the Dominican Republic. Some recent
reports indicate that the practice of transporting Haitians to harvest sugarcane in the Dominican
Republic has been largely curtailed. ™
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The most common form of work for children in Haiti is domestic service.?®® The practice of
sending children, particularly girls, from poor rural areas to work as domestic servants for
relatively richer families is acommon traditional custom. While some of these children, referred
to as “restaveks,” are cared for and receive an education, many are victims of trafficking. Such
children receive no schooling; are sexually exploited and physically abused; and work under
conditions of forced labor.?°*® Many children who live on the streetsin Haiti are former
domestic servants.”®* Boys are also victims of trafficking under the restavek practice, in which
they are sent to stay with better-off families and find themselves forced to work in
agriculture.®® Save the Children and UNICEF estimated in 2002 that the number of victims of
internal trafficking in Haiti was between 176,000 and 300,000.2%°

In addition to internal trafficking, children are trafficked from Haiti to the Dominican Republic.
An IOM/UNICEF study in 2002 found that more than 2,000 Haitian children are victims of such
trafficking each year.?®’ Inconclusive evidence suggests that some Haitian children are sent to
live with families in the Dominican Republic, where some of them are required to work rather
than attend school, raising the possibility that such children are victims of trafficking.”*® Girls
are also trafficked from the Dominican Republic to Haiti for commercia sexua exploitation.?*®
In 2003, ILO-IPEC published arapid assessment on the commercial sexua exploitation of
children in Haiti, which found that the majority of the child commercial sex workers surveyed
were street children in the 13 to 17 age range, with some as young as 9 or 10 years old.?**°
Haitians are trafficked to the United States, Europe, and Canada, but it isunclear if children are
among those trafficked.
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Despite the generally peaceful 2006 elections, Haiti has continued to experience insecurity.”?

Children are involved with armed groups in the country; they work as porters, spies, messengers,
and combatants.”*?

Child Labor L aws and Enfor cement

The minimum age for work in industrial, agricultural, or commercial enterprisesin Haiti is 15
years.”** The minimum age for employment as a domestic servant is also 15 years. ™ The
minimum age for work as an apprentice is 14.%°*° Children ages 15 to 18 must obtain awork
authorization from the Ministry of Labor. Employing a child without awork authorization is
punishable by fines.?!’” Children less than 18 years of age are prohibited from night work in
industrial jobs, and minors (of undefined age) are prohibited from hazardous work.%*8

The law prohibits forced labor, including by children.*®® Thelaw also prohibits the corruption
of youth below the age of 21, including by prostitution, with penalties ranging from 6 months to
3 yearsimprisonment.*?° Child trafficking isillegal.**** Thelaw obligates Haitians over age 18
to perform military service, but the military forces have been disbanded by presidential order.?%

The Ministry of Social Affairsand Labor (MAST), through the Institute of Social Welfare and
Research (IBESR), is responsible for enforcing child labor laws.* % According to the U.S.
Department of State, the agency has insufficient resources to investigate child labor
violations.?** |BESR also often takes the lead on anti-child trafficking efforts.*®*® The Haitian
National Police’s Brigade for the Protection of Minors is responsible for investigating crimes
against children, which also include trafficking. The Brigade, which has 18 full-time officers,
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monitors the movement of children across the border with the Dominican Republic.?%® In

February 2007, the Brigade arrested the owner of an orphanage involved in trafficking 32
children through fraudulent adoptions.”®*’ The U.S. Department of State reports, however, that a
lack of resources, training, and established procedures hamper the work of the Brigade.”°® The
police and Ministry of Interior have posted border agents at the country’s international airport to
watch for children who might be victims of trafficking.?’* According to the U.S. Department of
State, however, adysfunctional judicial system and corruption, as well as attention to other
issues such as the elections and controlling the country’s violence, prevent the government from
effectively addressing child trafficking.2*

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

The government has established a 5-year National Protection Plan for Children in Difficult
Situations and Vulnerable Children that includes strategies to reduce child domestic work,
combat child trafficking, and rehabilitate children involved in armed groups.?®** As part of the
2004-2006 Interim Cooperation Framework, an assistance program supported by various
bilateral, multilateral, and UN agencies, MAST developed a 2-year plan to open shelters and
protect children, including victims of trafficking. Two shelters have been opened, but they were
not functioning during the reporting period.?®** Government officials from several ministries
received training on trafficking issues during 2006.2°** The government refers victims of
trafficking to NGOs that provide return and reintegration services. It also provides asmall sum
to repatriated persons, who may be victims of trafficking, to aid in their return to their origin
communities. “***

The government also participated in a USD 430,000 Canadian-funded project implemented by
I LO—I£3EBC to eradicate and prevent the worst forms of child labor, which ended in September
2006.

2026 Minister of Justice and Public Security, Directive Generale portant création, organisation, mission et
fonctionnement de la Brigade de Protection des Mineurs de la Direction Centrale de la Police Judiciaire, Port-au-
Prince, 2003, 4. See also U.S. Embassy - Port-au-Prince, reporting, March 6, 2007. See aso U.S. Department of
State, "Country Reports- 2006: Haiti," Section 5.

2027 S, Embassy - Port-au-Prince, reporting, March 6, 2007.

2028 ) S, Department of State, "Country Reports- 2006: Haiti," Section 5.

2029y s, Embassy - Port-au-Prince, reporting, March 6, 2007.

2030y s, Department of State, "Trafficking in Persons Report- 2006: Haiti." See also U.S. Embassy - Port-au-
Prince, reporting, March 6, 2007.

2031 Ministry of Social Affairsand Labor, Plan National de Protection: Enfance en situation difficile ou de
vulnérabilité, December 2005, 1.

2032 N, World Bank, European Commission, and I nter-American Development Bank, Republic of Haiti: Interim
Cooperation Framework 2004-2006, Summary Report, July 2006, xi; available from

http://haiticci.undg.org/upl oads/ReportV ersion8%20Eng%20FI NAL %20L ow%20Res.pdf. See also U.S. Embassy -
Port au Prince, reporting, March 2, 2005. See also U.S. Embassy - Port-au-Prince official, Interview, March 21,
2007.

2033 ) S, Department of State, "Haiti," in Country Reports on Human Rights Practices- 2005, Washington, DC,
March 8, 2006, Section 5; available from http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rIs/hrrpt/2005/61731.htm.

2034y S, Embassy - Port-au-Prince, reporting, March 6, 2007.

2% |LO-IPEC official, E-mail communication to USDOL official, November 16, 2006.

236



