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Testimony of the Government of Colombia before the Consultative
Group to Eliminate the Use of Child Labor and Forced Labor in Imported
Agricultural Products

Washington DC, March 29, 2010

The U.S Department of Labor has published a worldwide report of the list of goods
produced with child or forced labor, entitled “The Department of Labor’s List of Goods
Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor”. The purpose of this report is to draw attention to
the incidence of child labor and forced labor. This list for Colombia includes: bricks, coal,
coca plantations, coffee, emeralds, pornography and sugar cane. The report states that
Colombia is among the countries that "do not have the most serious problems in child labor
and forced labor, because they have knowledge on the issues, good research, and

information to implement actions in order to eradicate these issues”".

The Colombian Government has received the report, and acknowledges that, although
measures to eliminate these problems have been implemented, that the path to strengthen
and implement effective programs and policies is a challenging one.

The fight to eradicate the worst forms of child labor is a priority for the Colombian
Government. In consequence, it has not only enacted laws, but also invested substantial
resources in the prevention and full eradication of these practices. Some evidence of
progress includes:

> Legislative _measures: International regulations have been incorporated into the
Colombian law, especially through the dissemination and ratification of ILO
Conventions 138 and 182. A “List of Prohibited Work” has been adopted by
Resolution 1677 of 2008, which includes agricultural activities related to coffee,
sugar cane, spices and “drinkable” plants, along with mining, quarrying, coal mining,

! Some countries with relatively large numbers of goods on the List may not have the most serious problems of
child labor or forced labor. Often, these are countries that have adopted a more open approach to
acknowledgement of the problems, have better research and have allowed information on these issues to be
disseminated. Such countries include Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, India, Kenya, Mexico,
Philippines, Tanzania, Turkey, and Uganda. The number of goods on the List from any particular country should
not be interpreted as a definitive indicator that these countries have the most extensive problems of child
labor and forced labor
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ban use, procuring or offering children for prostitution, pornography production or
performances, and illicit activities, particularly the production and trafficking of
narcotics. These are prohibited activities, among others found in Article 2 of the
mentioned resolution; in addition, the topic concerning the worst forms in the code
of childhood and adolescence has been developed.

> Measurement of the size and Characteristics of child labor: The periodic
measurement of the tendency of child labor nationwide has been achieved by
including a module on child labor in the Household Survey submitted every two
years. The application of this survey started in 2001 and has been implemented to
date. The data indicates that the problem of child labor indicates a decreasing trend:
12.8 for 2003, 10.4 for 2005, and 8.9 for 2007. In addition, a module for registering
children and adolescents (NNA) has been implemented, identified by the worst
forms of child labor (WFCL) and project beneficiaries. A methodological manual for
conducting quantitative characterizations in the local field was also developed. The
Committee for the Eradication of Child Labor made up by the ICBF, MPS, MEN, DNP
and civil society organizations such as Pronifio de Telefénica, Partners of the
Americas with the project Educame Primero, and Save the Children, has been able to
serve 73.637 NNA and 4.178 families in 2009. In addition, the Red Juntos dedicated
to eliminate extreme poverty, have identified have identified 23.000 children and
adolescent girls for treatment through its social co-managers .

> Institutional Development: Regarding the Elimination of Child Labor, the main goal is
to establish a Nationwide Strategy to prevent and eradicate the worst forms of child
labor and protect the young worker, 2008- 2015. This strategy charts the course of
action for all entities that are part of the Committee for Eradication of Child Labor.
The executing agencies on a territorial level are in a strengthening process to
advance in the decentralization of the policy. The Ministry of Social Protection
together with the Instituto Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar and the OIT-IPEC have
reached every department providing them with various methodologies on the
subject of governance in child labor. Additionally there has been a strengthening of
employers and workers organizations through the implementation of various
programs. In the past two years the Government has invested $14.137.237.226 for
the integral attention, security and restoration of children and adolescents involved
in child labor, aiming to ensure access to education and allow them the enjoyment of
their rights.
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Public Policy: Taking into account the effectiveness of policy instruments in securing
and coordinating efforts for prevention and eradication of child labor, this issue was
included into development, annual investment and corporate plans, and became a
catalyst for the creation of local operational and action programs. These programs
primarily address the worst forms of child labor. Similarly, there have been periodic
reviews regarding the validation of national policy, and the adoption of lessons
learned in the development of the National Strategy for prevention and eradication
of child labor and the protection of young workers 2008 - 2015 (National Strategy
TSI).

Social Awareness and Communication: On the subject of transformation of cultural
patterns, the Ministry of Social Protection has designed and implemented tools from
those fields of educational communication, social mobilization, and personal
development, affect the social unconscious, producing steady changes in behavior.
There are television commercials that are periodically emitted by the National
Commission of Television and at the same time, leisure-pedagogical and personal
development methodologies that have benefited teachers, and approximately
10,000 children and teenagers.

Inspection: To ensure the proper development of policies and to develop
mechanisms to verify the proper exercise of the public duties, the Attorney General's
Office, designed and has been applying a monitoring system, aimed at following the
progress of mayors and governors in the prevention and eradication of the worst
forms of child labor.

However, even though Colombia has made significant progress in addressing the problem of
child labor, we must acknowledge that there is still a significant number of children and
adolescents nationally caught up in prohibited jobs and engaged in the worst forms of child
labor. For this reason, the Colombian Government renews and strengthens the commitment
to reduce the participation of minors in those activities by defining a new strategy to
achieve it.

This challenge was expressed in document 2019, which sets out the challenges to
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implement the Millennium Goals and the current National Development Plan "Community
State: Development for All" from 2006 to 2010.
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