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Follow-Up to the Discussion on Burma
We thank the office for this comprehensive report which explains in great detail the ongoing work of the ILO, the progress made and the challenges that lay ahead.  The paper provides a useful framework for implementing the needed technical cooperation activities.
We commend the numerous and far-reaching changes brought about over the past year by the Government of President Thein Sein.  The adoption of new laws, the approval of the action plan for the elimination of all forms of forced labor by 2015, and the first steps to bring about freedom of association demonstrate that a high degree of political will is being focused on the issues previously reviewed by the ILO Governing Body and Conference.  We recognize and welcome the progress made to date.  We also recognize that these developments are only the beginning of a process to ensure the protection of fundamental rights on a sustainable basis.

With respect to the elimination of forced labor, the new legislative measures and programs represent significant steps toward making good on the commitment to eliminate forced labor by 2015.   We are particularly encouraged that reports from the field indicate that forced labor is declining and that in many instances complaints regarding forced labor are being resolved at the community level.  While it may be difficult to accurately assess the extent of forced labor in the country, it is clear that national policy is headed in the correct direction.  

Still, we do look forward to further progress in the following areas:
· The development of permanent, sustainable institutions and processes, both at the national and community level.
· The development of an operational plan indicating how forced labor will be eliminated by 2015, and how it will be monitored.
· The prompt and effective prosecution of all perpetrators of forced labor.

In the area of freedom of association we have a similar perspective.  The registration of unions in the wake of the passage of the Labor Organization Law is laudable, both in the scope and speed of registration.  Similarly, we welcome the steps taken under the auspices of the ILO to build social dialogue and train officials of the government and the social partners.
These initial efforts must be accompanied by the development of a strong and independent facility within the government that can assure that the right to freedom of association is protected in practice, as well as a sturdy industrial relations system that allows dialogue and interplay, in a structured manner.
We recognize the challenges involved in creating effective and sustainable mechanisms that will protect workers.  These challenges are made even more difficult by ongoing ethnic and religious conflicts, the lack of accepted procedures for handling workplace disputes, and the need to train a generation of those in power unaccustomed to working with civil society.  These difficulties clearly demonstrate the need for significant technical cooperation activities organized by the ILO.

In his unprecedented visit next week, President Obama will personally affirm our commitment to supporting reform, building democracy, and strengthening the rule of law in his meetings with President Thein Sein, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and other leaders.  We believe that the ILO’s proposed interim programme framework for technical cooperation activities will help accelerate progress toward these goals.  We therefore support the draft decision in paragraph 67.
