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™ UNTTED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON
AT TACOMA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, CJR 04: 5624 ;pB

Plainuff, INFORMATION
v.
[.ORRAINE EDWARDS, {Felony)
Defendant,

The United States Attorney chargcs that:
COUNT 1
(Embcerziemcent and Theft of Labor Union Assets)

Beginning on or about December 2, 1998, and continuing until on or about December 13,
1999, in the Western District of Washington, at Yelm, Washington, LORRAINE EDWARDS,
while Treasurer of Fellow Associates Involved in Representation, a labor organization engaged
| i an industry affecting commerce within the meaning of Title 29, United States Code, Sections
402(i) and 402(j), did cmbezzle, stcal, and untawfully and willfully abstract and convert 1o her
own use, the moneys, funds, securities, property, and other asscts of said labor organization, in
the approximate amount of four thousand three huadred forty eight dollars and {orty four cents
(54,348.44), |

All in violation of Title 29, Tnited Stales Code, Section 501(c).

INFORMATION/EDWARDS — 1 UNITED STATRS ATTORNEY
: TO0 Sicwart Sueet, Sulle $230
Saanls, Washington B3101-1271
(206) S53-797)
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COUNT 2

{Concealing, Withholding and Destruction of Financial
Records Required To Be Kept By Labor Union)

Beginning in January 1998, and continuing until January 2000, in the Western District of
Washington, at Yelm, Washington, LORRAINE EDWARDS, while Treasurer of Fellow

5
¥ Associates Tnvalved in Reprasentation, a Inbor organization engaged in an indusiry affecting

commerce within (he meaning of Title 29, United States Code, Scctions 402(i) and 402(j), did
willfully conceal, withhold, and destroy records required to be maintained by Section 436 of
Title 29, Unitcd States Code, that is, financlal records of Fellow Associates Involved in

Representation.
All in violation of Title 29, United States Code, Sections 439(c).
COUNT 3
“ (Failnre to File Required Reports)

Beginning ip January 1998, and contiouing until January 1999, LORRAINE EDWARDS,
while Treasurer of Fellow Associates Involved in Representation, a labor organization engaged
§ in an industry affecting commerce within the meaning of Title 29, United States Code, Sections
402(i) and 402(j), was required to file anrmal financial reports by Title 29, United States Code,
Section 431, and willfully failed to file said reports.

All in violation of Title 29, United States Code, Sections 439(a) and 439(d).

COLNT 4
(Failure to Maintain Records)

Beginning in January 1998, and continuing until January 1999, LORRAINE EDWARDS,

while Treasurer of Fellow Associales lnvolved in Representation, a labor organization engaged

in an industry affecting commerce within the meaning of Title 29, Unitcd States Code, Sections

402(1) and 402()), was required to file annual financial reports by Title 29, United States Code,
i
i
i
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Section 431, and willfully failed to maintain records required by Title 29, United States Code,
Section 436.
All in violation of Title 29, United States Code, Section 436 and 43%{a).

DATED this {1 day of November, 2004.

nited Sigies Attorney

M.
Assistant United States Attomey

S.] SON
Assistanit United States Attorney

INFORMATION/EDWARDS — 3 UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

Sanitia, Whehingmn 58101-1271
£106) 553770
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UNJTED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON
AT TACOMA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

fol- 4 FD3
Plaintiff, e (‘_KOH 562

i v. PLEA AGREEMENT

LORRAINE EDWARDS,
Defendant,

The United States of America, by and through John McKay, United States Attorney

for the Westcrn District of Washington, and Karyn S, Johnson, Assistant United States
Attorney for said District, and the defendant, Lomrzine Edwards, and her altorney,
Christine D. Tangley, enter into the following Agreement, pursuant to Federal Rule of
Criminal Procedure 11(c);

1. Waiver of Indictment. Defendaut, having been advised of the right to be
charged by Indictment, agrecs to waive that right and enter pleas of guilty to the charges
brought by the United States Altorney in an Information.

A The Charges. Defendant, having been advised of the right to have this
mailer tried before a fury, agrees to waive that right and enter pleas of guilty to the
following clharges conlained in the Information. By entering these pleas of guilty,

fendant hereby waives all objections to the form of the charging document.
a. Embezzlement and Theft of Labor Union Assets, as charged in Count

1, in violation uf Title 29, United States Code, Section 501(c);
PLEA AGREEMENT/ %Ngff., STATES A;‘Lﬂgﬁ‘f
L.EDWARDS - 1 Riarsqgoimst ooty

204) 5331510
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b. Concealing, Withholding, and Destruction of Financial Records
Required To Be Kept By Labor Union, as charged in Count 2, in violation of Title 29,
United States Codc, Scetion 439(¢).
c. Failure to File Required Reports, as charged in Count 3, in violation
of Title 29, Umited States Code, Scetions 439(a) and 439(d).
d.  Fallure to Maintain Required Recards, s charged in Count 4, in
violation of Titlc 29, United Stules Code, Section 439(c).
3. Elemcnis of the Qflense. _
1, The elements of the offensc of Embezzlement and Theft of Labor
Union Assets, as charged in Count 1, in violation of Title 29, United States Code, Section
501(c), arc as follows: |
Tirst, the entity embezzled from was a labor union organizatidn
within the meaning of 29 U.8.C. §§ 402(i) and 402(j);
Second, the defendant was an officer of the labor organization within
the meaning of 29 U.S.C, §§ 402(n) during the period when the
offense oveurred,
Third, the actions of the defendant constitited cmbezzlement,
steafing, or unlawful and willful absiraction or conversion to her own

use or that of anuther; and,

Fourth, the assets taken were moneys; funds, securities, properties, or

other asscts of the labor nrganizmion.?

b, The elements of the offense of Concealing, Withholding, and

Destruction of Financial Records Required To Be Kept By Labor Usnion, as charged in
Count 2, in violation of Title 29, United States Code, Section 439(c), are as follows:

Fitst, a record required to be kept under 29 U.S.C., § 436 was

conceuled, withheld or destrayed;
/

PLEA AGREEMENT/ . U#gun NTATES A:,EER;;Y
L.EDWARDS -2 . Sesnl, wmiﬁaﬂ $BIDL-1272
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Secoqd, the defendant concealed, withheld, or destroyed the reeord;
and
JThird, the defendant acted willfully,

c. The elements of the offense of Failure to File Required Reports, as
charged in Count 3, in violation of Tifle 29, United Statcs Code, Sections 439(a) and
439(d), arc as follows:

First, a report required to be filed by 29 U.S.C. § 431 was not filed;
Sccond, the defendant was required to file a report under 29 U.S.C. §
431; and

Third, thc defendant’s failure to file the report was willful.

d. The elements of the offense of Failure to Maintain Required
Records, as charged in Count 4, in violation of Title 29, United States Code, Sections 436
and 439(c), are as follows: |

First, a record required to be maintained by 29 U.S.C. § 436 was not
maiotained;
Second, the defendant was required to maintain records under 29
10.8.C. § 436; and
“Third, tho failuro to maintain the record was willful,

4. The Penalties.

2. Delendant understands that the statutory penalties for the offense of
Embezzlement and Theft of Labor Union Assets, as charged in Count 1, are as fallows:
Imprisonment for up to five (5) years, a fine of up to ten thousand dollars ($ 10,000.00), 2
period of supervision following rclcasc from prison up to three (3) years, and one hundred
dollar ($100.00) penalty asscssment. If defendant receives a sentence of probation, the
probationary period could be up to five (5) years. Defendant agrees that the penalty

{lassessment shall be paid at or before the time of sentencing.

b. Defendant understands that the statutory penalties for Concealmg,

Withholding, and Destruction of Financial Records Required To Be Kept By Labor Union

" PLEA AGREEMENT/ : UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
: 700 Stewirnl Steeet, Sulta 5220
L.EDWARDS -3 ; fiaarts, Wishingtun 981011271

(306) 5535970
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as charged in Count 2; Failure 10 File Required Reports as charged in Count 3; and Failure
to Maintain Requircd Records sy charged in Count 4, are as follows for each count:
Imprisonment for up to one (1) year, a fine of up to ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), 2
period of supervision following release trom prison up to onc (1) year, and a twenty five
dollar ($25.00) penalty assessment. |

C. Delendant understands that in addition to any terms of imprisonment
and/or fine that is imposed, the Court may order Defendant to pay restitution to any victim
of the offense, as required by law.

Delendant agrees that any monetary penalty the Court impaoses, including the
special assessment, fine, costs ur restitution, is duc and payable iinmediately, end firther
agrees to submit a complated Financial Statement of Debtor form as requested by the
United States Attorney’s Office.

Defendant understands that supervised release is a period of time following
imprisonmenl during which she will be subject to certain restrictions and requirements.
Delendant further understands that if supervised release is imposed and she violates one or
more of its conditions, she could be returned to prison for all or part of the term of
supervised releasc that was ariginally imposed. This could result in Defendant serving a
total term of imprisonment geeater than the statulory maximum gtated above.

Defendant further understands and acknowlcedges that, pursuant to Title 29,
United States Code, Seclion 504, she will be prohibited from holding any union office, or
being employed by any union, for a period of thirieen (13) years from the date of her
conviction, or [rom the end of any period of imprisonment imposed. Defendant hereby
waives her right under 'itle 29, Unitcd States Code, Section 504, 10 file & motion with the
court requesting that this period of prohibition be reduced.

5.  Righis Waived by Pleading Guilty, Defendant understands that, by pleading
guilty, she knowingly and voluntarily waives the following rights:
a. "Lhe right to plead not guilty, and to persist in a plez of not guilty;

i

PLEA AGREEBMENT/ % STATES *;',Iﬂ‘,‘ﬁ"
L.EDWARDS -4 Seatle, Wastibpgon M10. £271
(208) 3537970
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b. The right to a speedy and public trial hefore a jury of Defendant’s
PeLrs;
c The right to the effective assistance of counsel at trial, including, if
fendant could nol afford an attorney, the right to have the Court appoint one for
Defendant;
d.  The righl to be presumed innocent until guilt has been established at

trial, beyond a reasonable doubt;

e. ‘The right to confront and cross-examinc witnesses against Defendant
at trial;

f The right Lo compel or subpocna witnesses 10 appear on Defendant's
behalf at trial; '

g. The right to testify or to remain silent at trial, at which trial such
silence could not be used against Defendant;

h.  ‘I'he right to appeal a finding of guilt or any pretrial rulings;

i. The right, fo the extent required by law, to have sentencing factors
[[charged in the Information or determined by a jury beyond a reasongble doubt.

6,  Unitcd Statcs Sentencing Guidelipes. Defendant understands and

acknowledges thal, absent applicablc intervening law:

A The United States Sentencing Guidclines, promulgated by the
United Slates Sentencing Commission, arc applicable to this case,

b. The Court will determine Defendant's applicable Sentencing
Guidelines range at the time of scntencing; o

& The Court may imposc any sentence authorized by law, including a
gsentence that, under some circumstances, departs from any: applicable Sentencing
{{Guidelings range up {0 the maximum term authorized by lﬁW;

d.  The Court is not bound by any recommendation regarding the
sertence to be imposed, or by any calculation o estimation of the Sentencing Guidelines

range offered by the parties, or by the Unitcd States Probation Department; and

PLEA AGREEMENTY/ ? LINETEL) STATES ATTORNEY

700 Strwart Slrwil, Sulte 520
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: 206) 333-19% .




o o W

10
11
12

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

23

24

26

27

€. Dcfendant may not wiihdmﬁ a guilty plea solely because of the
sentence imposed by the Court, ‘: |

7. Ultimate Sentegee, Defendant ackhowledgé: that no one has promised or

guarantced what sentence the Court will unpose

8. Restitution. Defendant shall make%resﬁmtioh to Fellow Associates Involved
in Representation in the amount of lour thousand throe hundred forty eight dollars and
forty fout cents ($4,343,44), with credit for any amounts aIready paid. Said amount shall
be due and payable immmediately and shall be paid in accordance with a schedule of
payments as sel by the United States Probation Office and'ordered by the Court.

5. Statcment of Tacts. The parties agree on the following facts in support of
Dcfendant’s guilty plea and sentencing, Defendant ﬂdlfliti she is guilty of the charged
offense and expressly waives any right to have these facts determined by a jury beyond a
reasonable doubl. -

Fellow Associates Involved m Representation (“FAIR™) is, and was at all

licable periods, an independent labor orgamzahon engaged in an industry
aflecting conuncrce within thc meaning of 29 U.S.C. §§ 402(i) and 402(8) as
evidenced by a collective bargaining agreement, as amended for 2001-2 03, with
Lasco Bathware, Inc., an employer engaped in interstate commerce. FAIR and
Lasco Bathwarc, Tnc. are located in Yelm, Washington. FAIR has approximately
i 175 members, all of whom work for Lasco Bathware’s manufacturing plant in
Yelm. A member’s annual dues to FAIR is $15.00.- "

Lorraing [idwards hecame the Treasurer of FAIR in 1998, Edwards was the
Treasurcr until 1999, when she quit her job at Lasco Bethware and subsequently
left her position at the union. As Treasurer of FAIR, it was Edwards® duty to k
the financial books and records of the union, get expenditurss in excess of $50.
authorized by the Executive Boand, write checks for payment of bills, balance the
checkbook each month, audit the bank account statements monthly, and report on
’ the finances at FAIR’s Executive Board meetings, Edwards had the over
responsibilily for the finances of FAIR. As Treasurer of FAIR, Edwards was also
required to sign and file with the Secretary of Labor an annual financial report
during 1998 and 1999, Fdwards was also required to maintain records on the
matters required to be reported in the annual financial reports.

Edwards willfully failed to sign and file annual financial reports in 1998 and 1999.
Edwards also willfirlly failed to maintuin records on the matters required to be
reported in annwal financial reports. In fact, Edwards willfully concealed, withheld
and destruyed records that F was required to maintain.

Between December 2, 1998 and December 1999, during the time that Edwards was
FAIR’s Treasurer, Edwards willfully converted $4,248.44 of union funds to her
own usc, by writing unauthorized checks on FAIR’s bank account. Edwards wrote
six checks to various vendors totaling $730.94 to pay for goods and services that

FPLEA AGREEMENT/ u&m s’r.gll': Amx;gjv
L.EDWARDS - 6 s.m“", ot agion 9310)- 1271

1206) 533-7920
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Edwards put to her personal ise, Edwards also wrote 10 checks a{able to cash,
which shc kept, thereby converting approximately $3,285.00 of 's mongcy for
her personal usc. Edwards also incurred $132.50 in bank averdraft charges caused

her embezzlemont of union funds. Edwards embezzled all of FAIR's'money, in
bct, she overdrew FATR's account by $615,09.- Uhian members later coniributed
dues [or the upcoming year so the officers ¢could make up the overdrawn amount
ard close the account. Cdwards also kept at least $100.00 in cash from the
proceeds of FATR’s garage sale, which did not belong 10 her.

10.  Scotencing Puctors. The partics agres and stipulate that the facts admitted
by Defendant in the Slatement of Facts in this Plea Agreement support the application of

the following Scntencing Guidelines, Defendantjcxpmssly waives her right to bave any of

these sentencing factors charged in the Information or determined by a jury beyond a

rcasopable doubt. _ .
a For eount 1, a bese offense lfevel _df 6,;pursuant to USEG § 2B1.1.
b. Forcounts 2,3, and 4, a base oﬂ‘éﬁse lovel of 6, pursuant to USSG
§ ZE5.3. ' S

. A (wo-level Mrease 1o Deféndaﬁf’-s offense level, pursuant to USSG
§ 3B1.3, because defendant abused a position of ﬁubli'c'; or private trust, in a manner that
significantly facifitated the commission or conbeélmem:fof the offense.
1. Loss Amount. For purpases ot‘deté.rmini_ﬁg the appropriate sentence, the
United States and Defendant stipulate and agree thatfour thousand three hundred forty
cight dollars and forty four cents (ﬂ,348.44) is the cotrect amount of loss for purposes of
sentencing. :
Delendant further agrees that she cxprc‘:ss]ir wmvcs any right to have this stipulated
amount of loss charged in the Intbtnflation or detefrminéd by a jury beyond a reasonable
donbt. : : 5o
12.  Acceptance of Responsibility, TheéUnit‘éd States acknowledges that
Defendant has assisted the United States by timélfy noti:ﬁinfg the authoritics of her
intention to plead guilty, thereby péﬁnitting the United States to avoid preparing for trial
and permitting the Court to allocato 1ts Iesourécs cfﬂclcnﬂy [f at the time of sentencing,
{the United States remains satisﬂcdéthatDcfmdanj’t has accepted responsibility, then it will
recommend a sentence that takes thls acceplaﬁte bf refSﬁonSibility into consideration.

PLEA AGREBMENTY/ ; # 5 u:gmb sm'msa;ru'ljlomnv
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Defendant understands and agrees ‘lhal the Un.it':a State:s will base its recommendation on
factors set forth in the United btatew Seniencing Gmdnhnes, including Section 3E1.1.
13. Non- ' 1| As part of this Plea Agrecmeni,
the United States Allormey's {)fﬁc}cE for the Westera Dismct of Washington agrees not to

prosecute Defendant for any addili]'dnal offcnses known to it a8 of the time of (hiz
Agpreement that arc based upon evi!dcnu in its possessxon at this time, or that arise out of
the conduct giviny rise to this invc.:v;tigation. In tbjs reg:,aiud; Defendant recognizes that the
United States has agreed not to prasceute all ofﬂ:e cnmmal charges that the evidence
establishes were committed by De#‘endant solely bs:.ause of the promises made by

efendant in this Agreemunt. Defendam acknowlcdges end agrees, however, thai lor
putpases of preparing the Presenbence chort, the Umied States Attorney’s Office will
provide the United States Probatton Office with ev1dence Df all relevant conduct
committed by Deliendant, :

14.  Voluntariness of Plea; Defendant acknawledges that she has entered into
this ]’Jea Agrecment freely and VOI‘I.mlﬂIily, and that nathreats or promises, other than the
[promises containcd in thig Plea Ag’i‘réement, Were madj:j to induce Defendant to enter these
pleas of guilly. | | ‘

15.  Statute of an;,mg;;m In the event that thxs Agreement is not accepted by

the Court for any rcason, or Delendant has breanhed any of the terms of this Plea
i

Agreement, the statute of lmrutanoqs shall be deemed t_q have been tolled trom the date of
the Plea Agrecment to: (1) 30 days‘. 3thllowing'thé date' 6f non-acceptance of the Plea
Agreement by the Court; or (2) 30 qiays follumng the date on which a breach of the Plea
Agreement by Defendant is d.scovéred by the Umted Statas Attorney's Office.

16. Post-Plca Condnet, IDgfcndant undemtands that the terms of this Plea
Agreement apply only to conduet that occurred pnor 10 the execution of this Agreement,
If, aficr tho date of this Agreement, Defendant should engagc in illegal conduct, or

conduct that is in violalion of her qpndluons of rcleas: (cxamplcs of which include, but arc

not limiled io: obstruction of jusﬁc& failure toiapbcar ﬁjr a court procecding, criminal

PLEA AGREEMENT/ ik : : %ammnmuaf

7 i Wz Srevet, Saite 5220
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conduct while pending scntencing,‘ and false statcments to law enforcement agents, the

[eretrial Services Officer, Probation Officer or Court), the United States is free under this

greement to scck a scntenco that takes such conduct inta considcration, Such a sentence
could include, 1o the extent the United States Sentcncmg Guldelmes are applicable, a
sentencing enhancement or upward departure.

17.  Completeness of Agreement. The Umtcd States and Defendant

acknowlcdge that these terms constitute the entire Plea Agreanent between the parties.
This Agreement only binds the Urutcd Stales Allﬂmey s Office for the Western District of
[Washington, It does not bind any otbcr United States Attomay s Office or any other office
'or agency ol the United States, or a.ny statc or Iocal prosecutor.

Dated this fos day of Norvcmbcr, 2004, ‘

PLEA AGREEMENT/ " | UAITED STATES ATTORNSY
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