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Current Policies Are  
Failing People with Disabilities 
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Category 

FY 2008 
Expenditures  
(in millions) 

Percent Change,  
FY 2002–2008 

(adjusted for inflation) 
Income 
maintenance 

169,801 29.5 

Health care 169,099 34.4 
Housing/food 
assistance 

  11,643 17.9 

Education, training, 
and employment 

     4,321 -2.6 

Other services      2,492   2.3 
Total 357,356 30.6 

12% of Federal Outlays Support 
Working-age People with Disabilities 

Source: Livermore et al. (2011). 



Growth in SSDI is Symptomatic 
of Larger Problems 

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

Th
ou

sa
nd

s 
of

 B
en

ef
ic

ia
rie

s SSDI Worker Beneficiaries Under Age 65

Source: Analysis of published statistics from SSA (details available on request). 



Growth in SSDI is Symptomatic 
of Larger Problems 

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

Th
ou

sa
nd

s 
of

 B
en

ef
ic

ia
rie

s 

SSDI Worker Beneficiaries Under Age 65

Projected Beneficiaries, 1980 Age-Sex Prevalence
Rates for Disability Insured Workers

Source: Analysis of published statistics from SSA (details available on request). 

The number on the rolls in December 2010 would have 
been 2.2 million (28%) lower if age-sex prevalence rates 
for disability insured workers were the same as in 1980. 
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Great Recession is Having a Large 
Effect on New SSDI Awards      
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Source: Steve Goss, SSA Chief Actuary, NASI Presentation, 
Cannon House Office Bldg., April 3, 2012  
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