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ANR  Agence nationale de renseignements 

ASSODIP  Association pour le Développement des Initiatives Paysannes 
  

CREDDHO  Centre de Recherche sur l’Environnement, la Démocratie, et les Droits de l’Homme   

DRC  

EICC 

EITI 

FARDC  Forces armées de la République démocratique du Congo 
  

FDLR  Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda 
  

FTS  

GeSI  

ICC  

ICCPR  

ICESCR 

ICGLR  

ILO  

ITRI  

iTSCi  

MONUC Mission de l’Organisation des Nations Unies en République démocratique du Congo   

MONUSCO Mission de l’Organisation des Nations Unies pour la stabilisation en République démocratique du Congo 

NGO  

OECD  

OHCHR 

UDHR  

UN  

UNODC 
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INTRODUCTION

Force Publique

2
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King Leopold’s Ghost

Report of the Mapping Exercise documenting the most serious violations of human rights and international 
humanitarian law committed within the territory of the Democratic Republic of the Congo between March 1993 and June 2003

Crisis in the Congo

Portrait of two manacled Congolese men, members of 
a chain gang enslaved under King Leopold II’s terror re-
gime. This was a common punishment for non-payment 
of taxes. Circa 1904. © Universal Images / SuperStock
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Soldiers Who Rape, Commanders Who Condone

A caricature from 1905 showing King Leopold 
II. Original caption read, “My yearly income 

from the Congo is millions of guineas.”
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BACKGROUND ON EASTERN
DRC’S MINERALS TRADE

 The 

American Journal of Public Health

Journal of the American Medical Association

Final Report of the Group of Experts on the Democratic Republic of the Congo

Our riches are 
like a curse.
—Delly Mawazo 
Sesete Congolese Activist
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génocidaires  

A miner in Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo.
Photograph by Julien Harneis.
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This beautiful landscape masks the desperate conditions in mining communities.
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METHODOLOGY 
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RESEARCH FINDINGS
OVERVIEW

22

The mine is just down the hill from where these boys are standing. They are vulnerable to slavery.
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FORCED LABOR SLAVERY ENFORCED BY ARMED GROUPS
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salongo
umuganda

corveé
salongo 

24

salongo
salongo

 salongo

salongo
salongo

Universal Human rights in Theory and Practice 
Northwestern University Journal of International Human Rights

The Power Of Protection: Governance And Transborder Trade On The Congo-Ugandan Frontier 

FAO International Workshop Food Security in Complex Emergencies: Building 
Policy Frameworks to Address Longer-Term Programming Challenges

It is not uncommon 
for members of armed 
groups to force an 
individual to work in 
the mines during the 
day and sexually 
exploit the same 
person at night.
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salongo

salongo salongo

DEBT BONDAGE SLAVERY

commerçants

CHILDREN TRAFFICKED 
TO PAY DEBTS:

15-year-old Jean was sent over 30 kilometers (approximately 18 miles) from his home-
town of Mubi to Omate by his mother in order to make money to pay off her US$100 
debt. He sells grilled goat meat and is also a digger. His mother and his boss agreed 
that the boss must “pay” 8000FC (approximately US$10 at the time he was inter-
viewed) per month for the child’s services, of which his mother receives 6000FC to pay 
off her debt and the boss keeps the balance, ostensibly to provide for the child. Jean 
says he just wants to go home, enroll in school and run a small business.
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ONE MAN’S STORY:
Damien said that he came to Bisie with 
hopes of riches, but instead enriched oth-
ers at his own expense. As a manager of 
a mine in Bisie, Damien took a US$500 
loan from a trader to purchase tools and 
provide for the family he left behind. In 
time, he realized that he would never be 
able to repay his debt at the rate of income 
he earned as a manager, so he became a 
digger himself. At the time the researchers 
met him, he had been working as a digger 
for two months, but continued to borrow 
to meet his basic needs. He said that he 
would need to find a different livelihood if 
he ever managed to escape.

Wolframite and cassiterite mining in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Photograph by Julien Harneis.
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PEONAGE SLAVERY

Debt bondage is hard 
to detect, especially 
when the affected 
people are unaware of 
the illegality of their 
debts and uneducated 
about their rights.
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SEXUAL SLAVERY

IMPACT OF THE PRESIDENT’S BAN ON MINING FROM 
SEPTEMBER 2010 TO MARCH 2011:

“Of those deprived of their freedom that we have visited in prisons, most come from 
mining sites affected by the suspension and are also debtors, so the question of debt 
bondage continues to produce victims even in the midst of a suspension. These min-
ers—slaves who did not leave Walikale because they hoped the site would reopen—lan-
guish in jails for insolvency.”

a

________
a

13-year-old Solange 
worked for her mother 
as a waitress while 
being trafficked for 
sex to customers of 
her pub in Omate.
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These young women describe their involvement in commercial sex;
activists working with them say several are forced into sex slavery.

CHILD SEX SLAVES:
Researchers found twelve girls working under the control of a pub owner in Bisie. The 
owner regularly traveled to Kisangani, where she sought out new girls to bring back 
with her. She used false promises of legitimate work in the pub to recruit the girls. In 
reality, she never paid wages for their work in the pub, but instead allowed men who 
frequented the bistro to have sex with the girls. The men paid the owner directly when 
they were done, and the girl who had been sexually exploited was given a small portion 
of the money paid for her. Several of the girls had contracted HIV/AIDS. All twelve girls 
expressed that they wanted to escape but were unable to do so.
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FORCED MARRIAGE

Anyesi did not cry when she talked about being abducted, forced to work 
by day in the mines and raped nightly by the armed group controlling the 
mine. Anyesi cried when she considered that the same thing could be hap-

pening to her sister.
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THE RECRUITMENT AND USE OF CHILDREN BY ARMED FORCES AND GROUPS

Report of the Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

Former child soldiers in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. Photograph by L. Rose.
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CHILD SLAVERY

If you can’t afford to 
pay for workers, you’ll 
target children.
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Busho (right) and Moise (left) say 45 men were rounded up in their village and executed by rebels. Their fathers were among those killed. Desperate, their mothers sent them to the mines. 
On a good day, they make enough money to buy two potatoes for their families to share. They tell stories about a ten-year old friend who was killed in the mine.

A CHILD SENT TO SLAVERY:
When ASSODIP researchers spoke with seven-year old Pascale in Bibatama, he had 
already spent approximately two months working in the mine. Almost every waking hour 
of his day, from 6 am to 4 pm, Pascale works to dig, sift, clean and dry manganese, 
fetch water and perform other tasks for his employer. Pascale was sent to the mine by 
his mother’s new husband, who forces Pascale to work at the mine to earn money for 
the family. Surrounding miners mock him as he works because he rarely speaks and 
when given a task he performs it in silence and without asking for a wage. Once Pas-
cale thought that he might get a little money to pay for a coat. But he has never even 
touched a Congolese franc, the local currency, since he began working at the mine; he 
receives only bits of food given to him by the miners he works for. In the time that he 
has been there, he has never washed or changed his clothes.
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BRINGING JUSTICE TO THE
SLAVES OF EASTERN DRC

These children begged Free the Slaves staff to take them out of the village and to a school.
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INTERNATIONAL LAW

 

salongo

Law and Contemporary Problems

Due diligence that 
overlooks slavery and 
related human rights 
violations is neither an 
acceptable nor durable 
solution.
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42

44 

CONGOLESE LAW
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Table 1. Congolese Sexual Violence Law

Infractions Penalty
Penalty when the victim 
is under the age of 18

a

b

c

d

e

________
a 
b Id.
c Id.
d Id.
e Id.

 

Id.
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DEVELOPING INDUSTRY STANDARDS

a Model Supply Chain Policy for A Responsible Global Supply Chain of Minerals from Conflict-Affected or High-
Risk Areas

any forms of 
forced or compulsory labour

the worst forms of child labour

Id.

Id.
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When slavery is 
within the products 
we use every day, 
consumers have a 
part to play as well.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

COMMUNITY-BASED RESPONSE

These children are able to go to their local school. Many others who have no choice but to work in the mines, 
can only dream of being educated.
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“WHAT CAN I DO ABOUT THIS?”

CONGO’S NATIONAL GOVERNMENT:

With the help of activists, leaders in this community are uncovering root causes of slavery in the mines and developing their own solutions.
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NEIGHBORING GOVERNMENTS INCLUDING RWANDA AND UGANDA:

MULTINATIONAL COMPANIES AND END USERS OF CONGO’S MINERALS:

U.S. GOVERNMENT:
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UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING OPERATION IN CONGO (MONUSCO):

OTHER DONOR GOVERNMENTS, INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES AND INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTIONS:

CONSUMERS AND INVESTORS:

FREETHESLAVES.NET FTSBLOG.NET

Indian Army peacekeeping troops in the DRC.
Photograph by Julien Harneis.
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CONCLUSION

These friends have been enslaved in the mines for three years. Busho (left) wants to be president so he can help other children.
Moise (right) wants to open a store or a barber shop.
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