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From: Tarun Dewan

Sent: Friday, May 20, 2011 2:21 PM

To: globalkids@dol.gov ; ilab tvpra@dol.gov

Cc: peltzer.angela@dol.gov ; Eugenio.Marcia@dol.gov ; Sheth, Sameer V ; mccarter.tina@dol.gov ;

strotkamp.leyla@dol.gov ; mincom@indiagov.org
Subject: Comments on updated (2010) List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor

Ms Hilda Solis

US Labour Secretary

Department of Labour

USA

Madam,

Reference update to the “List of goods produce by Child labor or forced labor” brought out by your
department during 2010. In the earlier report (2009) 122 products were identified from 58 countries
where either Child labor or forced labor is used. The 2010 update has 6 new goods and 12 new
countries.

“Soccer Balls from India”, which was included in the list of 2009 is still present in the updated list of
2010”.

As per the updated report 2010, fresh research had been carried out in 39 countries during 2009 — 10. It
is observed from appendix “A” and appendix “B” of the report that India is NOT one of the countries in
the list of 39 countries researched during 2009 — 10. This means that “Soccer Balls from India” is in the
list based on old findings, to which we have already represented. It may be noted that “Soccer Balls
from India” was earlier included in list without any survey or primary information. There are only three
secondary sources as per bibliography of the report which are also very weak and do not clearly provide
the basis for including “Soccer balls from India” in the list of products being made by Child Labor.
Since, the sources for forming the basis are the old one, we are enclosing copies of our earlier

7/18/2011


newsome-sarah
Typewritten Text

newsome-sarah
Typewritten Text


Page 2 of 2

communication giving our comments on all the three sources used. It is requested that list may please be
revised on fresh findings and “Soccer balls from India” may please be removed from the list.
Regards,

Tarun Dewan

Secretary

Sports Goods Export Promotion Council

1E/6, Swami Ram Tirth Nagar

New Delhi 110055

INDIA

Ph:91-11-47761100

Fax: 91-11-23632147

www.sportsgoodsindia.org

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW PHONE NUMBER: 91-11-47761100
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--—-- Original Message -——-

From: Robbert De Kock

To: Commissionar Nord@cpsc.gov

Cc: jmartyak@cpsc.gov ; tarun@sgepc.in ; john.larsen@newbalance.com
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2009 9:15 AM

Subject: Soccer Balls from India / Report By Department of Labour, USA

Dear Mrs. Nord,
Dear Nancy,

| wish to thank you for the interesting exchange we had yesterday during the Conference of AAFA
where WFSGI is a partner. As discussed, and with some delay, As you mentioned that you will
meet your US Ambassador in Dehli today | wish to forward you some information and specific
concern about the US Report from the Department of Labor around products produced by child
labor and/or forced labour.

The Department of Labour, US Govt. has released their Annual Report on Child Labour in which
122 products have been identified from 58 countries where either child labour or forced labour is
used. We are suprised to find a general name of "Soccer balls from India" in this report. As you
may be aware, Soccer ball manufacturers based in India have formed SGFI - Sports Goods
Foundation of India way back in 1998 which is an organization working on elimination and
rehabilitation of child labour in the Sports Goods Industry. 95% of the export of Soccerballs from
Punjab to various foreign countries is done by the members of foundation which is providing
livelihood to over 20,000 workers. WFSGI has been fully involved in the project run by SGFI with
other supporting partner as FIFA, SGS, UNIDO, UNICEF & UNDP etc.

Going through the whole report published by Dept. of Labour, USA we wish to give our
comments below:

1. ltis claimed that the report has been prepared based on primary and secondary data, whereas
in case of "Soccer Balls from India", all the data referred in the bibliography is secondary.
Following three sources have been mentioned as basis for including "Soccer balls from India" in
this report:

a) HBO Documentary:

This documentary was telecast on HBO in USA, based on a report by an Indian NGO "Bachpan
Bachao Andolan". The balls of a reputed brand "MITRE" has been shown in this documentary and
"MITRE" has already filed a court case in US against HBO on showing the documentary about
their product without verifying the facts. We have also represented this case to our Minister of
Commerce & Industry to stop such NGOs in undertaking malefide campaign to gain publicity.

b) Article by the previous WFSGI Secretary General André Gorgemans: The article written by Mr.
Andre Gorgemans mentions about the efforts made by WFSGI along with FIFA to eliminate child
labour from the Soccer Ball Industry in Pakistan. Even the photograph shown in the article is from
Pakistan. Only in one of the paragraphs in article, it mentions that Indian Sports manufacturers
have also adopted the Pakistan's model to fit their unique circumstances. We are pleased to see
that Pakistan is not one of the identified countries by the department of labour for Soccer Balls, but
we are suprised that India's Sporting Goods Industry and specifically Soccer Ball manufacturers
from SGF1 are, after all the continuing efforts and running a paralell program to Pakistan, have
been included for unknown reasons. WFSGI has made several publication around the efforts in
India including our annual handbooks with regular updates on the situations.

c) Report in Newspaper " The Hindu":

The report clearly mentions the name of same NGO "Bachpan Bachao Andolan” which is
conducting the malefide campaign and is very controversial as you can see from the above
statement in example a).



--—- Original Message -—-

From: Tarun Dewan

To: globalkids@dol.gov

Cc: Banashri Bose Harrison

Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2009 11:21 PM
Subject: Representation from India - for Soccer Balls

Ms Hilda Solis

US Labour Secretary

Department of Labour

USA

Copy: Ms Sandra Polaski

Deputy Under Secretary
International Labour Affairs Bureau
US Department of Labour

Madam,

This is with reference to the annual report on Child Labour brought out by US department
of labour in which 122 products have been identified from 58 countries where either child
labour or forced labour is used. One of the products identified as using Child Labour is
"Soccer Balls from India".

Sports Goods Export Promotion Council is a Trade Promotion Organisation sponsored by
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India. All the leading Manufacturers /
Exporters of Sports goods are our members. As a nodal agency of Sports Goods
manufacturers of India, we would like to offer our comments on the report on Child
Labour brought out by your department.

Comments

It is claimed that the report has been prepared based on primary and secondary data,
whereas in case of "Soccer Balls from India", all the data referred in the bibliography is
secondary. Following three sources have been mentioned as basis for including "Soccer
balls from India" in this report:-

a) HBO Documentary:

This documentary was telecast on HBO in USA, based on a report by an Indian NGO
"Bachpan Bachao Andolan". The balls of a reputed brand "MITRE" has been shown in
this documentary and "MITRE" has already filed a court case in US against HBO on
showing the documentary about their product without verifying the facts.

b) Article by Secretary General WFSGI:

The article mentions about the efforts made by WFSGI along with FIFA to eliminate child
labour from the Soccer Ball Industry in Pakistan. Even the photograph shown in the article
is from Pakistan. Only in one of the Para in article, it mentions that Indian Sports
manufacturers have also adopted the Pakistan's model to fit their unique circumstances. It
may be mentioned here that Pakistan, which was in the news a few years ago for use of
child labour in soccer balls, is not one of the countries listed by the Department of Labour
report for Soccer Balls, whereas India has been included. Presumably Pakistan has been
excluded due to its efforts to remove child labour from this sector. This makes India's
inclusion even more astonishing since we did not have widespread use of child labour in



production of soccer balls in India and in any case have been successful through our
focused efforts to make it child-labour free.

This can be verified from the Annual handbook of WFSGI published every year which
recognizes the efforts made by Indian Soccer ball industry to keep itself child labour free.
The comments from present Secretary General, WFSGI on the report are enclosed for
your reference.

¢) Report in Newspaper "The Hindu"':

Report clearly mentions the name of same NGO "Bachpan Bachao Andolan" which is
conducting this malafide campaign. You should be aware that some NGOs exaggerate an
issue to get publicity and, consequently, more funding. On the other hand, newspaper
reports like to sensationalize. Use of such sources as a basis for indicting a whole industry
is not a credible approach.

Additional Information

We would also like to inform you that that Soccer ball manufacturers based in India had
formed Sports Goods Foundation of India way back in 1998 which is an organization
working on elimination and rehabilitation of child labour in the Sports Goods Industry.
95% of the export of footballs from Punjab to various foreign countries is done by the
members of foundation which is providing livelihood to over 20,000 workers. A report on
the activities of Sports Goods Foundation of India and efforts put in by this organization
in successful elimination of child labour from soccer ball manufacturing can be found at

www.sgfi.org.

In light of above facts you would agree that above reports do not provide sufficient ground
for inclusion of "Soccer Balls from India" in the report.

We would be grateful if the report is reviewed and the name of "Soccer Balls from India"
is removed from list of products identified as using Child Labour. We would be pleased to
submit any additional information required by the department relating to this issue.

Kind regards,

Tarun Dewan

Secretary

Sports Goods Export Promotion Council
1E/6, Ram Tirth Nagar

New Delhi 110 055 (INDIA)

Ph: 91-11-23516183, 23525695

Fax: 91-11-23632147
www.sportsgoodsindia.org




Conclusion:

Child labor has been high on our agenda since 1996 where the first cases have been identified
and ever since we have not stopped to chase the total ban of child labor around the world. We
have initiated and/or supported actions and programs around the world to support the total
elimnation of child labor. Also in India and Pakistan, we are proud to have fantastic programs with
SGFI - Sporting Goods Foundation India and IMAC (Pakistan) where we not only worked to
eliminate child labor but where we have set up schools (38 in Jalandhar today) to educate and
feed children coming and found in child labor. Also for women we have set up special
arrangements in, either dedicated centers and/or flexible working activities. As the Sporting Goods
Industry members of SGFI and IMAC have eliminated child labor in all their premises (including
outside stitching centers) they are now also taking up children in their programs from other
industries where child labor may appear.

It is clear that India still has to make more effort to improve the child labour situation but it is unfair
to through the whole of India's Soccer Ball Manufacturers in the same basket for the evaluation of
this report. Since all these years we have promoted and supported production of Soccer Balls with
manufacturers from the SFGI program in India or IMAC in Pakistan.

May we therefore ask you to consider this particular situation in your next evaluation and to make
sure that our long term support in this nobel program will not be disturbed by false information. In
the end it could mean that many workers loose their jobs due to the unjustified information spread.
May we also indicate a contact in India who can give further information to the US Ambassador in
Dehli and note that we, WFSGI, are always available for further support or information.

Mr. Rajan Mayor

Vice-Chairman

Sports Goods Export Promotion Council & Member of SGFI

1E/6, Swami Ram Tirth Nagar

New Delhi-110 055 (INDIA)

Ph: +91-11-23525695, 23516183

Fax : +91-11-23632147

Website: www.sportsgoodsindia.org
I wish to thank you for your support in this matter and | hope we can continue to work together on
the elimination of child labour around the world. If the USA has any specific programs in this
direction we will be most happy to explore how to collaborate with you.

With best regards,

Robbert de Kock

Secretary General

WFSGI-World Federation of Sporting Goods Industry
Avenue de Rhodanie 54

1007 Lausanne/Switzerland

Tel. +41 (0) 21.6126161

Fax. +41 (0) 21.6126169

Mobile: +41 (0) 79.4341477

email: rdekock@wfsqi.orq
Skype: wfsgi.rdekock

ﬁPlease consider the environment before printing this e-mail



SECRETARY OF LABOR
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20210

JAN 11 2010
e
Myr. Tarun Dewan ‘ ,'
Seoralary S—q:} £ >
Sports Goods Ixport Promaotion Council ' 57
1176, Ram Tirth Nagar ‘F"Li fé
New Delhi 110 055 (INDIA) A

Dear My, Dewan:

Thank vou for vour recent letter concerning the Department of Labor's (DOL) List o4
Goods Produced by Foreed Labor or € hitd Labor, published as required under the
Tralficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2005 (T VPRA).

\s you ure aware, the Department ol Labor (DOIL} was mandated by the ULS. Congress
under the TVPRA o develop and make available to the public a country-specitic list of
gouds that the Burcau of Intemational Labor Affairs (ILAB) has reason to belicve are
prodiced by foreed labor or child labor in viokuion of international standards.
Government. industry. and third-party efforts o combat child labor or forced labor were
taken inio consideration in the development of this list. However, in determining whether
to incitde a zoed and country on the fist. ILAB considers whether such eflorts were
eitective in sigaificantdy rcducinﬂ. i not eliminating child tabor or torced labor in the
produciion of the good. [ the case of child labor in the soccer ball industry of India. we
were not able to condinn the sig mh ant reduction or climination of the problem.

Your letter provides detailed information on your business association’s response o
DOLs findings ol child labor in the production of soceer bulls. We assure vou that this
infurmation will be carefully reviewed as part of DOL’s ongoing research process. We
plan to update the TVPRA list periadically, and we will consider your letter in making our
determinations. We welcome any additional reports, statistics. or other documentation
frpmy wooer sroanieation. Please nate that vour letter wilt hecome it of the public record
as are olficial submission under the TV PR list maintenance process. For more
information on this process. please sec DOLs procedural guidelines at:

hup.. www dobeov lederalregister PdDisplay aspx’Docld=20376.

DOL views the release of the TVPRA list as an opportunity o raise awareness on child
fabor and toreed Tubor worldwide and 10 promote efforts t eliminate such pructices.

We congratulate the soccer hall manutacturers based in India on forming the Spotis Goods
Foundation to combat child labor in the Sporting Goods Indusiry.

Sinee 2001, USDOL has funded projects to combat child labor in India. USDOL is y
currendy funding a 42-mouth, USD 6.85 million proicc! to combat child labor,
inplemented by the International Labor ()1 canization’s [nternational Program on the
Elimination ol (_hlld Labor (ILO-1PEC). ht project. known as fhe Comvergence Mode!



Project, seeks to withdraw and prevent over 19,000 working and at-risk children from
exploitive labor in India by providing them with cducational and other services. This
project also focuses on enhancing state-level capacities to coordinate action against child
labor and supporting convergence interventions at the district level. We encourage the
Sports Goods Export Promotion Council (SGEPC) 10 contact the ILO-IPEC project
director to learn about the activities carried out by the project and explore potential means
of collaboration. Enclosed please find a project summary for The Convergence Model

Project.

Elimination of forced labor and child labor represents a global challenge. Indeed, we face
these problems in our own country. International cooperation is essential to finding
effective and lasting solutions. We urge the SGEPC to use all the tools at your disposal 10
ensure that the production of soccer balls in India is free of child labor and to collaborate
with the Indian government and organizations that work on child labor issues. In that
anirit we lnok forward to learning mare about the efforts made by SGEPC to ensure that
the soccer ball sector is free of child labor and that the basic rights of all workers are
protected.

Sincerely,

S, B ol

HILDA L. SOLIS
Secretary of Labor

Enclosure



--—- QOriginal Message --—-—

From: Tarun Dewan

To: eugenio.marcia@dol.gov

Cc: commerce@indiagov.org

Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2010 5:31 PM

Subject: Representation from India - for Soccer Balls

Ms Marcia Eugenio
Director
US Department of Labor

Madam,

This is with reference to our earlier mail dated 10th December, 2009, sent to US Labor
Secretary, requesting for removal of "Soccer Ball from India" from your report on Child
Labour. We have been informed by Indian Embassy Washington that additional
information can be submitted by 22nd Jan. We are attaching two files providing detailed
information on the working of Sports Goods Foundation of India and achievements made
by them in eradication of child labor from Sports Industry in India.

We would be glad to provide any other information required by you.
Regards,

Tarun Dewan

Secretary

Sports Goods Export Promotion Council
1E/6, Ram Tirth Nagar

New Delhi 110 055 (INDIA)

Ph: 91-11-23516183, 23525695

Fax: 91-11-23632147
www.sportsgoodsindia.org

----- Original Message -—-
From: Tarun Dewan

To: globalkids@dol.gov

Cc: Banashri Bose Harrison
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2009 11:21 PM
Subject: Representation from India - for Soccer Balls

Ms Hilda Solis

US Labour Secretary

Department of Labour

USA

Copy: Ms Sandra Polaski

Deputy Under Secretary
International Labour Affairs Bureau



US Department of Labour
Madam,

This is with reference to the annual report on Child Labour brought out by US
department of labour in which 122 products have been identified from 58 countries where
either child labour or forced labour is used. One of the products identified as using Child
Labour is "Soccer Balls from India".

Sports Goods Export Promotion Council is a Trade Promotion Organisation sponsored by
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India. All the leading Manufacturers /
Exporters of Sports goods are our members. As a nodal agency of Sports Goods
manufacturers of India, we would like to offer our comments on the report on Child
Labour brought out by your department.

Comments

It is claimed that the report has been prepared based on primary and secondary data,
whereas in case of "Soccer Balls from India", all the data referred in the bibliography is
secondary. Following three sources have been mentioned as basis for including "Soccer
balls from India" in this report:-

a) HBO Documentary:

This documentary was telecast on HBO in USA, based on a report by an Indian NGO
"Bachpan Bachao Andolan". The balls of a reputed brand "MITRE" has been shown in
this documentary and "MITRE" has already filed a court case in US against HBO on
showing the documentary about their product without verifying the facts.

b) Article by Secretary General WFSGI:

The article mentions about the efforts made by WFSGI along with FIFA to eliminate
child labour from the Soccer Ball Industry in Pakistan. Even the photograph shown in the
article is from Pakistan. Only in one of the Para in article, it mentions that Indian Sports
manufacturers have also adopted the Pakistan's model to fit their unique circumstances.

It may be mentioned here that Pakistan, which was in the news a few years ago for use of
child labour in soccer balls, is not one of the countries listed by the Department of Labour
report for Soccer Balls, whereas India has been included. Presumably Pakistan has been
excluded due to its efforts to remove child labour from this sector. This makes India's
inclusion even more astonishing since we did not have widespread use of child labour in
production of soccer balls in India and in any case have been successful through our
focused efforts to make it child-labour free.

This can be verified from the Annual handbook of WFSGI published every year which
recognizes the efforts made by Indian Soccer ball industry to keep itself child labour free.
The comments from present Secretary General, WFSGI on the report are enclosed for
your reference.

c) Report in Newspaper "The Hindu":



Report clearly mentions the name of same NGO "Bachpan Bachao Andolan" which is
conducting this malafide campaign. You should be aware that some NGOs exaggerate an
issue to get publicity and, consequently, more funding. On the other hand, newspaper
reports like to sensationalize. Use of such sources as a basis for indicting a whole
industry is not a credible approach.

Additional Information

We would also like to inform you that Soccer ball manufacturers based in India had
formed Sports Goods Foundation of India way back in 1998 which is an organization
working on elimination and rehabilitation of child labour in the Sports Goods Industry.
95% of the export of footballs from Punjab to various foreign countries is done by the
members of foundation which is providing livelihood to over 20,000 workers. A report
on the activities of Sports Goods Foundation of India and efforts put in by this
organization in successful elimination of child labour from soccer ball manufacturing can
be found at

www.sgfi.org.

In light of above facts you would agree that above reports do not provide sufficient
ground for inclusion of "Soccer Balls from India" in the report.

We would be grateful if the report is reviewed and the name of "Soccer Balls from India"
is removed from list of products identified as using Child Labour. We would be pleased
to submit any additional information required by the department relating to this issue.

Kind regards,

Tarun Dewan

Secretary

Sports Goods Export Promotion Council
1E/6, Ram Tirth Nagar

New Delhi 110 055 (INDIA)

Ph: 91-11-23516183, 23525695
Fax:91-11-23632147
www.sportsgoodsindia.org




----- Original Message -

From: Eugenio, Marcia - ILAB

To: Tarun Dewan

Cc: commerce@indiagov.org ; Strotkamp, Leyla ; Rigby, Rachel - ILAB ; Castro, Charita - ILAB ;
Willeutts, Kevin - ILAB : Heller, Sharon - ILAB

Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2010 11:38 PM

Subject: RE: Representation from India - for Soccer Balls

Dear Mr. Tarun Dewan,

We have received your additional information regarding Soccer Balls from India and will review
it as part of the Department of Labor’s ongoing research process for the List of Goods Produced
by Child Labor or Forced Labor (TVPRA list). We plan to update the TVPRA list periodically,
and we will consider your submission in making our determinations. For more information on
the TVPRA list maintenance process, please see DOL’s procedural guidelines at:
http://www.dol.gov/federalregister/ PdfDisplay.aspx?Docld=20376.

DOL appreciates the interest of the Sports Goods Export Promotion Council of India in providing
information as we continue to monitor labor conditions in the goods on the TVPRA list. Kindly
note that in order to remove a good from the TVPRA list, information must show that the
prevalence of child labor or forced labor in the production of the good has been significantly
reduced if not eliminated. Please be assured that DOL will carefully review all information
received and will act in a timely manner if evidence comes to light that warrants changes to the
list.

Thank you for your interest in the work of DOL and the global challenge of eliminating
exploitive labor.

Best regards,
Marcia Eugenio

Bureau of International Labor Affairs
US Department of Labor
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