ABBOTT – 9-25-08


Q:
All right, Ernie, back here in Los Angeles, joined by a very special guest, former Major League pitcher Jim Abbott.  I want to talk to you about your career in a minute, but first you are doing something very important, it’s called the pitch campaign.  I want you to tell us a little bit about that.
A:
Well, it’s a great honor for me, really.  I am working with the United States Department of Labor, they have an office within the Department of Labor called the Office of Disability Employment Policy.  What they do is day in and day out, they’re a dynamic group of people working with businesses and employers to encourage them to look at people with disabilities and what they might bring to the workplace.  
I was approached by the Assistant Secretary Romano, you told me some of the statistics about people working in the United States with disabilities.  It opened my eyes and so we’ve been on this campaign just here in Major League ballparks.  And trying to sell that message of hey, maybe we can take the same approach to people with disabilities the way that baseball looked at me for what I could do with my left hand as opposed to what I couldn’t do with my right.  And it’s going great and I am thrilled to be involved with it.

Q:
I was going to say, you’re living proof of taking a chance on someone and you are showing them what positive things you were able to do.

A:
Well, that is exactly right.  I am living proof of how many people believed in me when I didn’t always believe in myself, who gave me the chance.  I also think proof of the idea that when given a chance, you take advantage of it.  You know, you want to make the most of it and I do think that people with disabilities bring an added drive and ambition to what they do.  It can be such a positive influence in any environment.
Q:
Let’s talk about your career too, because there are so many amazing things that you were able to accomplish, an Olympic gold medal.  If anybody was watching, the tribute that closed Yankee Stadium, they will know that you threw a no-hitter for the Yankees.

A:
Yeah, it was pretty cool to tune into the closing ceremonies the other day and see that game.  There was a little tribute on the video board and to be mentioned, a real small slice of history in Yankee Stadium is mind-blowing, really, you almost feel detached from it.  But I was lucky in my career.  I had a lot of great moments, like the no-hitter, the Olympics, playing for the Angels, playing for the Yankees, all over the country.  I had some tough times too, I struggled, but from it all, I have great memories, great friendships.  I’m still involved in baseball in some ways, I’m here at the stadiums having a great time and it’s great to be here at Dodger Stadium.

Q:
And the amazing thing too is to think that you were able to transfer the glove to get to the fielding position, too.  And how long did that take you to perfect that system of switching the glove to the left hand?

A:
You know, it didn’t take – I don't remember it actually starting and stopping and saying okay, I’ve perfected it.  I just remember wanting to play.  When you grew up differently, you want to fit in, you want to be part of a team and that was my drive.  So I just had to figure a way of doing it and my dad was instrumental.  We played catch out in the front yard, learning to throw and catch with the same hand and I just kept going at it, practicing and practicing.  I don't know if I ever perfected it, but it was good enough.  I took pride in my fielding and handled it pretty well.

Q:
You know, first round draft choice too coming off of the Olympics with the California Angels and then getting to play for four big league teams and making an impact of twelve wins in your first year.

A:
Yeah, you know, I was proud.  I remember being in the outfield at Angel’s Stadium my rookie year.  Jack Morris, who pitched for the Tigers for so long and was a hero of mine.  He walked up to me, he looked at me and he said, “You made it, kid; the trick is to stay.”  And I stayed for awhile, hung around for about nine years, so I’m proud of that, I did the best I could and real proud of my career.

Q:
Where can people go to find out more information about the pitch program while we wrap things up just to make sure that folks heard us the first time.  Can they go to the web or anything?

A:
Thanks, Andy.  If anybody is interested in finding about employment opportunities for people with disabilities, there’s a great website, ability.dol.gov, that’s ability.dol.g-o-v.  Check it out.  If you’re an employer, if you’re a business person, we encourage you to take a look at people with disabilities, the dynamic presence they can bring to your office.  And if you are somebody out there who wants to find work, you know, check out the Office of Disability Employment Policy.  Hopefully we can make the world a better place. 
Q:
Well Jim, thanks for the time, congratulations on your career and your involvement in this program.

A:
Oh, I appreciate it very much, thank you.

Q:
Jim Abbott joining me here in Los Angeles.  Ernie, we will send it right back to you.  
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